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Parr I. 


Tn continuation of “ Correspondence respecting the Affairs of” Asi 
P peeting 
Confidential Paper No, 7341.) 


No.1. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 3.) 


(No. 318.4.) 

My Lond, Constantinople, June 27, 1800. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 256 of the 28rd ultimo, T have the honow: 

to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of two desputehes which T havo recoived 

from the Acting British Con Jeddah, inclosing reports from fer Majesty's 

Vico-Consul at Hodeida respecting the condition of the Yemen, 


(Signed) . R, O'CONOR, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 
Vice-Consut Hussein to Sir N, O'Conor, 


jeddah, May 31, 1899, 
I HAVE the honour to forward copy of despatch No, 31 of Ter Majesty's 
Viee-Consul at Hodeida on the affairs in the Yom 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) MOUAMMED TUSSELN. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 1, 


Viee-Consul Ahmed to VieeConsul Hussein, 
(No. 81.) 
Sir, Hodeide, April 8, 1899. 
IN continuation of my despatch of the 28nl March last, I have the honour to 
report that very recently the Kaimakam of Bajil sent to this place 236 rifles and 
11,000 dollars, captured from the rebel Arabs, and thirty-two Arab prisoners, with 
two of their Sheikhs, from Mountain Bora, « place about) two days’ journey from 
Hoileida, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) 1, U, AHMED. 


[1557] B 





2 
Inclosure 8 in No, 1. 


Vice-Consul Hussein to Sir N. O' Conor, 


No, 16.) 
Sir, Jeddah, June 3, 1899, 
I HAVE the honour to forward copy of a despatch reecived from Her Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at Hodetda, reporting on the disturbed state of affairs in the Yemen. 
? Thave, &. 
neil) MOHAMMED HUSSEIN. 


Tuelosure 4 in No, 1. 
Vice-Consul Ahmed to Vice-Consil Hussei 


Hodeida, May 6, 1899. 
TN continuation of iny ¢ of the Sth April Inst, T have the honour to 
rt that Turkish transport ship “Kaplan” arrived here on the 2ud instant with 
50 wounded soldiers fiom Tohiya, a port near Kofal, the present principal seat of 
war botween the ‘Turks and the rebel Arabs. On the ath of the onth 
vother Turkish transport ship, ““Gorb,” brought from Constantinople 300 Redits 
or the Yemen and 900 for the Hodjag, 

According to the Intest informa ir Abdallah Pasha went from a place 
named Amines, about six hours! j from Sana, to Koful, At Adar, where the 
Tinwin Homid-el-Din, on the aplace where 4 lative of the Tmam was with 
about 1,000 Arabs, a stiff battle took place, with a heavy loss to the 'Curks; but, 
finally, tho Mushir pushed on and reached Kofal at Adar on the 15th April last.” ‘The 
Imam, with his followers, loft the place, after a hard fight, for Shobara, where he is at 
prosint. 

have, &o, 
(Signed). -U, AHMED, 





No. 2, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, July 1899. 

{ AML directed by the Marquoss of Salihuey to acknomicdge the’ recciet ef ‘your 
letter of the 2ist ultimo, forwarding copy of a despatch from the Government of India 
rolative to the affuirs of Muscat, and drawing attention to the exact terms of the 
communication made to the Sultan by Major Fagan with regard to the grant of eoaling- 
sheds for the use of the Brench Government, 

You state that this communication, which has given rise to remonstrances from the 

French Government, does not appear to the Seeretary of State for India to deviate 
criously from the instructions sent to Major Ragan. 
_ Lam to stato, in reply, that Lord Salisbury’ quite wcquits Major Fagan of any 
intention to go beyond his instructions, but that, in his Lordship’s opivion, that officer 
has not sufficiently understood the iuportanee of avoiding, in his communications with 
the Sultan, any expressions or demands which may be made the subject of complaint by 
the French Government as contrary to the Agreement between the two countries to 
respect the Sultan's independence 

‘The telegram of the 10th March from Lord @. Hamilton to the Viceroy, stated 
that it was understood. with the French Government that we should not object to 
coaling-sheds in Muscat Harbour under the same conditions as ours, and continued : « Ag 
regards Sultan, Agent should at once be instructed to inform him that if he receives 
any request for coaling-sheds from Fronch Agent, we expect him to consult our Agent 
1s to situation and conditions before complying, 

__ ‘The Government of India in their telegram to Major Fagan went somewhat beyond 
this, but gaye no directious as to a communication to the Sultan, to which the French 
Government could well have raised objection, except, possibly, in the use of the words, 


8 


«submit for approval” instead of such words as “consult of communicate for assent '* 
or “consent,” ‘The instruction was -— 

“Ter Majesty's Government do not object to French Government having coal- 
shed or sheds in Museat Harbour on terms similar to ours, in which no political or 
territorial rights of any kind are involved, provided that we are consulted in advance as 
to situation and conditions, and that our assent is given. You should inform Sultan at 
once, therefore, that should he receive any such request from Freneh Consul we expect 
him to submit the proposal to you in writing for approval, which you will only give if it 
satisfies the above-named con ms. Otherwise, you should refer to us.” 

Major Fagan, however, in writing to the Sultan, after reciting (which he was not 
instructed to do) the first Sentence quoted above, went on to say: “If therefore, the 
French Consul applies to your Highness for a coal-shied or sheds, my high Government 
expects your Highness to Submit the proposal to me in writing, in order that T may 
forward the same through the usual channel for the approval of the Government of 
India, 

the less intelligible why Major Fagan worded his letter in this way, because 
-d from the Government of India, in a telegram dated the 13th March, very 
specific instructions as to the wording to he adopted, 

‘The demand thus made that arrangements proposed by the French Government 

tan of Museat should uot merely be communicated before conclusion to 
the British Agent, in order that he might. satisly himself that they were not inconsise 
tent with the Sultan's engagement to us, but should be submitted through the usual 
channel for the approval of the Government of India, was one to which the French 
Government were sure to (ake objection as inconsistent with their own dignity and the 
Sultan's position, and it does not appear to Lonl Salisbury that it is capable of defence 
except on the ground that it was wrongly worded by inadvertencs 

Similarly in regard to the question which has arisen respecting the employment of 
Abdul Az pand made of the Sultan was that he should cease from employing 
‘Abdul Aziz in any eapacity or for any purpose whatsoover, But in his Report of the 
Zt March, Major Fagan states that, on the Ist of that month, he wrote to remind the 
Sultan of his promise not to reccive Abdul Aziz, and requested him to explain why he 
hind done 40, 

‘The Sultan thereupon sent to the French Government to ask that a stop should be 
put to the visits of Abdul Aziz, and it seems clear that the communication was made in 
Such a manner as to enable the French Consul to report. to his Government that 
Major Fagan had insisted on the Sultan refusing to receive Abdul Aviz ay Drigoman of 
the French Consulate. 

Lord Salisbury quite understands that Major Fagan has to deal with a very dificult 
and delicate position, and that the engagement of 1562 to respect the Sultan's indepen- 
dence, is inconvenient and embarrassing to the policy of the Government. of India 
towards that Sovereign ; but so long as it exists it seems to him essential that the 
form and wording of the communications made to the Sultan should be sueh as cannot, 
fairly be construed to be in breach of our engagoments, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "I. H, SANDERSON. 


No, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 6.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sceretary of Stute for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of correspondence relating 
to Muscat affairs, 

India Office, July 1, 1899, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 
Lieutewint-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


{Confidential,) - Bushive, May 21, 1899, 
1 HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of fndia, copy 
of a Secret Diary forwarded to me by the Political Agent, Muscat. 


Secret Diary. 
May 7, 1899. 
IT'is stated that M, Ottavi, at a private interview with His Highness the Sultan a. 
Jisseh, which took place on the 30th April last, advised the latter to discontinue the 
allowance of 50 dollars per month hitherto given to Seyyid Said, the late Wazir, and not 
to pay attention to any advice given him by Seyyid Mubammad-bin-Turki. He also 
advised His Highness to honour and pay attention to the advice of his present. Wazir 
Soyyid Muhammad-bin-Azzan, who was a wise Minister and quite capable of assisting Hi 
Highness in} camying out the ‘administration of his country. M. Ottavi added that the 
Wazir had many enemies, and’ that the Sultan should pay no atter‘fon to any evil reports 
brought against him. M. Ottavi at this interview showed the Sultan a telegram which 
he hud received from his Government which pleased the Sultan much. ‘The contents of 
the tclogeam have not transpired, but it is said to be connected with the approaching 
advent of a French man-of-war. 
‘The above information has reached me from three reliable sources, 
(Signed) C. G. F. FAGAN, Major, Political Agent 
and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, 
Muscat. 


Inclosure 2 in No 3. 
Licutenant=Colonet Meade to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, May 21, 1899. 

IN continuation of my letter dated 16th April last, I have the honour to submit a 
further report on the present condition of alfairs nt Muscat, i 

2. Lwrote on the 23rd April to His Highness the Sultan, advising him to ask for 
the services of an official to manage his customs, with » view to putting them on a 

isfactory footing. T did this in the hope that it might influence His Highness and 

ngthen Major Fagan’s hands; but a reply T have now received, forwarded under 
cover of Major Pagan’s, letter, dated the 9th May, 1899, copies of which accompany, 
shows that the Sultan has, ut present, no intention of complying with the advice he has 
received from the Political Agent and myself. His answer is said to have been writton 
under the advice of the French Consul, if it was not uctually dictated to. him ; and the 
time has now, [ think, eome forthe Government to decide what fine should be taken to 
insure our preponderating position on the Oman Coast, 

3. ‘There are, [ think, only two courses open, namely, either to resume payment of 
the subsidy, or fo withhold it indefinitely, till the Sultan's attitude is more satisfactory, 
Jf payment is resuined, it will be thought that the Government of India have reverted to 
the status quo ante, and are prepared to rest content with the assurance that the French 
‘attempt to obtain a coalingestation has failed. ‘This may be taken for granted, for the 
French would now find it diffeult to obtain any fresh concession from His Hi 
our, knowledge, and would) probably hesitate to ask for it, knowing the feeling it would 
excite in England. ‘ 

4, Tf, then, the Government of India decide to resume the payment of the subsidy, 
things will, probably, go on pretty much as they did before the ultimatum yas presented, 
except, of course, that His Highness will be more than ever convinced of the power of 
France, and will think that we cannot stop his subsidy indefinitely, or punish him seriously 
aas log as he has the god offices and support of the French. 

5. 1 do not think, however, that the Sultan on his side will, for some t 
come, contemplate giving the French any concession worth having, or will, in fact, take 
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any open step, which will again involve him in trouble with us, But, he wil, if his 
subsidy is renewed, undoubtedly endeavour to play us off against the French, and the 
French against us, whenever it suits him to do so; and it is, T fear, unlikely that he will 
act loyally towards us, or consent to our having preponderating influence at Muscat, his 
object being rather to keep us and the French equipoised 

6. Major Fagan informs me that the Saltan he constant communication with 
the French Consul, and, if we recommence paying hin his subsidy, he will, no doubt, 
believe that he owes it to the influence and superior power of France, and will. continue 
under French influence more than ever, 

7. The alternative plan should, therefore, I think, be adopted, and though I thanght 
at first that it would have had a good effect with His Highness if we had recommen 
Payment at once, afler lie had complied with our demands, 1 om now strongly of opinion 
that it should be witheld until we have some taugible proof of the Sultan's good faith and 
loyal intentions towards the British Government. 

8. ‘The non-resumnption of the payrnent will compel the Sultan to try and get money 

and if he fils to obtain i in ikly, Chat shore wil Ben rising against him in 
the interior. ‘These eventuslities buye to be considered, Ido. not think the French will 
lend hin money, or subsidize him, unless. he can give them something in return; but ean 
he do this? 

9, We have agreed to their obtaining  coal-shed in Muscat Harbour, on exactly. 
similar terms to our own, and they have, therefore, all that they can possibly expect 
to get. T presume Her Majesty's Government would not consent, under any’ circum 
stances, to anything more, and would regard further concession as a breach of the 
Declaration of 1862, 

10. We have not asked the Sultan to give us tho control of his customs, on, the 
ground that to do so. would be against that Declaration, and, if the French were. to tako 
the contro}, or to obtain any other advantage in return for a lonn or subsidy, Her Majesty's 
Government would, apparently, be in a position to denounce the Agreement, and to estab. 
lish a British Protectorate over the Oman Const 

11, His Highness may endeavour to obtain money from private individuals; but I 
doubt if he will succeed in getting much in this way, as private individuals or Companies 
are not likely to spend their money at Muscat, unless they. have better guarantees than the 
Sultan has to offer. 

12. I do not think, therefore, that the Sultan ean obtain much substantial assistance 
from anyone but ourselves, though promises inay, no doubt, be given him, and it only 
Femains to consider what will happen when he has quite run out of money, and when the 
Amb tribes, over whom his authority is merely nominal, will no longer wait. for payment 
of the subsidies he has been in the habit of giving them. 

13, There is little doubt that an attempt will then be made to attack Musoat and 
Muttra, and we will be asked to fulfil the Declaration we made in 1895 to protect. those 
places. ‘There is, however, no doubt that the Declaration we made in 1895 referred 
only to the protection of British interests, and that we are not pledged to maintain 
the present Ruler on the Throne. I do. not think that he will be able to resist 
any combined attack by the tribes, ond that a rising against him will probably end in 
his destruction, 

14, If then, the Sultan maintains his present attitude, and declines to attend to our 
for the better management of his customs and affairs generally, and it he insists on 
isthe present Wazir, it will, I think, be sufficient to inform him that his subsidl 

well not be paid. If we persist sufficiently long in this course, it must rebult in his 
diownfall, without our taking any active or open measures for his deposition, 

15. ‘The avvival of Abdul Aziz-bin-Seyyid, the Sultan's uncle on the Oman Coust, 
would probably be the signal for a general rising against Seyyid FeysulcbineTurki, for hig 
unfriondly attitude towards the British is not approved of Uy his subjects, who are aware 
of the advantages of our assistance, and know that Her Majesty's Government wish to 
muintain friendly and kindly relations with the Rulers and people of Muscot, 

16. If the Government of India decide not to stand ia the way of Abdul Aziz, it wil, 
T beliove, be casy to make satisfactory arrangements with him, for he is said to. be 
eager to retum to Muscat as Roler, and his long residence in India has given him 
& far more accurate conception of our power and sense of justice that his nephew 
possesses, 

27. Major Fagan appears to have done all he could during the last few months to 
influence the Sultan, and, I think, he should now be instructed to leave matters alone, and 
merely watch events, reporting constantly: how things go o1 

se TeHis Highness eventually sees his mistake, and shows that he is really resolved 
1907] C) 





to be loyal tous, aud to act on the advice of Her Majesty's Representative, thereis no reason 
why he should not remain as Ruler, or why his subsidy should be indefinitely withheld, 
Uniless, however, he shows this unmistakably, by taking Major Fagan’s advice regarding 
the customs and Wazir, I aio decidedly of opinion that he should receive no more from 
us, and that any assistance Government may wish to give to Rulers of ‘useat should 
be diverted elsewhere. As a warning to this effect formed part of the ultimatum, 
is Highness will only have himself to blame if he suffers in consequence of 
isregarding, i ; - 

19. I mentioned im my letter of the 16th ultimo that I did not think that we could 
well take measures at present to depose id Feysul, but I hope it will be clear from 
what I have now written, that I do not think we are called on to keep him in funds if he 
continues contumacious; and that, if we stop his. supplies, he will probably fall without 
‘any netive measures on our part heing necessary. It will be sufficient, I think, to let it be 
Anown that the British Government will vot be averse to a chonge in the person of the 
Ruler of Muscat, aud will not support Seyyid Feysul against his uncle, should the latter 
decide to renew his claims to the ‘hrone, 

20, If my views are approved by the Government of India, 1 would ask permission 
to instruct the Political Agent as 1 propose. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 


Livutenant-Colonel Meade to the Sultan of Muscat, 


(After cornplinents,) Bushirey Aprit 2 
T WROTE to your Highness lutely about the payment of your subsidy and hope my 
will Have reuched you, and that you have understood its contents, 1 now verite to 
your Highness to apply as soon ax you can to the Government of India for the 
1 of «i eXperienced official to fe your customns, know Mr. Fagan hos put 
all the advantages of ‘this. arvangen "before your Highness, and it is not theres 
fore necessary fur me to write much, Your Highness should, however, clearly understand 
that the Governmont have no thought of interfering with your cnstoms or of taki 
‘over, and the official you ask for will be lent ta you, your Highness’ service for 
the time being. 1 quite understand your thinking this question. No one 
likes to start now werangements, the result of which is not quite clear without thought, 
und you were tight to consider it well. As your friend, however, I ean without hes 
on to-do what the Government wish without delay. You neod uot ask that the 
officer Tent should be employed permanently, but for a’fixed time, say, two or three 
irs, At the end of that time you will know for certain what your customs are worth, 
‘and eau cither continue working them divéct, ox revert to the old ‘arrangement, I believe 
that the employment by you of an official lent by Government will speedily improve your 
income and relieve you of all financial difficulty, and, above all, you will thereby please 
the Governinent, and show that you really intend to walk in future along the path of 
Joyal fiiendship towards them, 
Toamestly advis« you, therefore, no fonger to hesitate, but to write to me, through 
Major Fagan, to ask Government without delay for the services of a trained’ customs 
officer, 


Inclosare 4 in No. 8. 
Major Figun to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, 
Muscat, May 9, 1899, 


T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a letter to your address from His Highness 
the Sultan of Museat, which Fis Highness has sent over to me for transmission, 
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Tnclosure 5 in No. 3. 
The Sultan of Muscat to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade, 


(Aiter compliments.) 28th Zilhaj, 1816 (May 9, 1800), 

1 HAVE received your letter, dated the 12th Zilhaj, 1816 (28rd April, 1899), and 
have understood all that you have stated therein regarding’ the suggestion that I should 
apply to the British Government for a trained official to manage (my) customs. [have 
no doubt about your real esteem (towards me), but I regret to say that this country is 
not fit for such an arrangement, [ have often informed Major Pagan that 1 cannot 
accept it, because the condition of my country will not admit of its acceptance. I know 
the real state of my country, and can say what is suitable, and from what I see and hear 
from the people of the place ‘can also say what is not suitable. In view of the kindness 
and good feeling which the High British Government beat towards me, they will not like 
to see the peace of my country and people disturbed. ‘They are always obliging and 
entertain strong friendship. I hope you will extend your assistance and consideration to 
me. I have good thoughts for you. 





No. 4. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received ily 6.) 


Gulhek, July 5, 1890, 

ml to the claim of the Mtining Rights Corporation, T should be obliged 
if your Lordship would refer to the telogram of the Ist Fuly sent by the Directors of 
the Imperial Bank to their Manager hero, Ido not know whethex, in your Lordship’s 
opinion, the claim is worthy of support, but the Conoossion which has now been 
granted to the Russians, of which { have been given a copy by the oreign Ministe 
scoms undoubtedly to bo au infringement of (he Concession granted to the Bank as 
tho right to explore the miuesfrom the Ist March of this year is granted by the 
Ist Arficle, Even though the contention of the Corporation is not uphold, it might be 
as well fo take some notice of this fact, ‘The Kamdagh country to the north, of 
Mabrocs is referred to in the Concession, Work has heen commenced by the Russian 
cugineers, 





No. 5. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Recvived July 6.) 


Sceret:) 

egraphic), Constantinople, July 5, 1809, 

HER Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah telographis ns follows :— 

“With reference to my despatch No. 21 of 32nd April: 

Reganling the inheritance, Sheikth’s brother, Hamoud, has come on a mission to 
seltle question, Ho asks for my good offices, haying been tinsuecessful. I would bo 
glad it your Excellency would telograph mo instructions. My interference would 
Certainly give annoyanes to the Turks, and personally T do uot think it would serve 
any good purpose." 

‘Tt sou approve, proposo to instruct Her Majesty's Consul at Bussoral it necessary, 
to let tHe Vali know that it is not a matter of indifferonee to er Majesty's Government, 
and that Her Majesty's Government expoct an equitable arrangement will he como to. 

Please refor to your Loniship's despatch No. L44, in which you transmit, Meado's 
‘lespateh No. 51. 





India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received July 6.) 


Bir, India Office, July 8, 1899. 
IN continuation of previous correspondence, ending with your letter of the 
1st March last, on the subject of Colonel Meade’s action in regard to the 
negotiation of the Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit, | am directed by Lord 
George Hamilton to torward, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, a 
copy ofa despatch which his Lordship addressed to the Government of India on the 
subject, and of their reply. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 6, 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 

Secret.) 
My Lon, la, June 8, 1899, 

WITH reference to your Lordship despatch dated the 30th March last, and in 
continuation of our despatch dated the Ist June last, we have the honour to forward, 
for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant. 
Colonel Meade recounting the circumstances in which a proviso was inserted in the 
Sceret Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit binding the Sheikh not to receive the 
Agent or Reprosentative of any other Power or Government without the previous 
sanction of the British Goyernment, 

2. A copy of our Foreign Seeretary’ letter to which Colonel Meade replies is 


also inclosed, 
We have, &e, 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
W. 8. A. LOCKHART. 
©. M. RIVAZ 
©. B. DAWKINS. 
‘T, RALEIGH. 
KR. GARDINER, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 6. 
Lieutenunt-Colonel Meade to Government of India, 


(Confidential) Bushire, May 21, 1899, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
2th April last, on the subject of the Secret Agreement recently made with the 
Sheikh of Koweit, and, in doing so, 1 would explain, for the information of the 

nment of India, that the clause in the Agreement by which the Sheikh 
promises not’ to receive the Representatives of other Powers without the previons 
sanetion of the British Government was inserted as I understood such to be the wiat 
of Sheikh Mubarak himself, conveyed to me by my Assistant, Mr. Gaskin, who tole 
me that the Sheikh did not want to have Agents from other Powers residing 
at Koweit, and would gladly agree to refuse his consent to such arrangements 
without a reference to the British Government, 

2. As a clause to this effect would be useful later on, and seemed calculated to 
strengthen our position at Koweit, and as a similar proviso had been inserted in the 
Agreement of the 22nd December, 1880, with Sheikh Esa, of Balirein, vide Agreement 
No. XXXI, “ Aitchison’s Treaties,” vol. x, p. 120, when the Babrein Sheikh agreed 
to. refuse permission to any other Government than the British to establish 
Diplomatic or Cousular Agencies in ‘tory unless with the consent of the 
British Governmens, [ thought the opportunity was a good one to obtain a similar 
promise Irom Sheil! Mabaral, as he hinselt wished to give it, 
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8. Tdo not think the proviso is likely to give rise to any trouble, as the Sheikh 
will tell the Turks, if they propose sending an Agent to Koweit, that he would 
prefer not to have one, and he will probably be able to prevent the appointment 
being made without any sort of reference to the stipulation in the Agreement with 
us. “In the meantime, your instractions will be carefully attended to, and any 
information indicating that the Porte or any other Pover wishes to send an Agent to 
Koweit will be communicated to you without delay. No activn, too, will be taken 
in the matter without your instructions. 

4. As Sheikh Mabarak wishes the money we agreed to pay him sent vid Bahrein, 
it will be taken there by the “Lawrence,” which leaves thie for Bombay on the 
20th instant, and will be left either with the Sheikh's Agent, or, if he has not yet 
returned to Bahrein, with the Resideney Agent, who will in due course make it over 
to the Sheikh's Representative. 1 would request your instructions us to how this 
payment is to be shown in the accounts of the Bushire Treasury, and would suggest 
that it should appear as a Secret Service payment, and that the Comptroller of Lidia 
Treasuries had better be informed that the money was paid under the orders of the 
Government of India, 

5, Mr. MeDouall, Vice-Consul at Mohammerab, informs me that there is no 
probability of any Turkish movement being made at present against, Koweit, and he 
thinks that the rumours on the subject which have been current off late have 

real foundation, but merely represent. what people expect will happen, 

'y one,” he writes, “believes that the ‘Turks will move against Koweit some 
Nothing tangible, too, is, 1 believe, known as to the Sheikh’s negotiations 
with ourselves, but there seems to be a general impression that he has been 
endeavouring to obtain our protection, and that we have not been averse to receiving 
his advances. 

6, From information I have recently received, Iam inclined to think that Sheikh 
Mubarak has not received any formal recognition from the Sultan, or the title 
of Kaimakam, a mentioned ‘in Mr. Wratislaw’s letter to the Ambassador at 
Constantinople dated the 8rd May, a copy of which accompanied my letter to you of 
the 1th instant, 1 am ing from Mr, Wratislaw how he obtained his 


nm 
information on the subject, and will ask him to verify its correctness. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 6. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Confidential.) Simla, April 20, 1899, 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your telegram of the 
19th February Inst, regarding the Secret Agreement with the Sheikh of Kowoit, fam 
directed to inform you that Her Majesty's Government approve the action taken by 
you in the matter, 
"2, The Secretary of State for India has observed that, inasmuch as you were 
instructed to conclude an Agreement similar to that which exists with the Sultan of 
Muscat, you were not directly authorized to stipulate that the Sheikh should not 
reecive Representatives from any Power or Government without. the previous 
fanction of the British Goverment. "Nevertheless as. the proviso has been 
introduced, Her Majesty's Government have decided that it shall remain in force. 
But I am to point out to you that its operation, more especially with regard to the 
relations of the Sheikh’ with the ‘Turkish Governinent, will vequite to be very 
carefully watched. Should circumstances arise, or appear likely to atise, in whic! 
the stipulation itself may be called in question, 11am to request that a report may be 
romptly made to the Government of India, whose instructions should be awaited 
fore any action is taken, 


© The * Lawrence” hae taken 19,000 rupees 
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7. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, Fuly 6, 1899. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 17th ultimo, Iam directed by the Marquess 
of Salisbury to transmit to you the decypher of a telegram from Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople relative to the claims of the nephew of the Sheikh of 
Koweit* 

Lord Salisbury proposes, if Lord G, Hamilton concurs, to approve Sir N. O’Conor’s 
proposed instructions to Her Majesty's Consul at Busrah, 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ‘Tl, H. SANDERSON. 





No. 8 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 


i Foreign Office, July 8, 199. 
WITH toferonco to your telegram No. 38 of the 6th instant, you should negotiate 

for a telegraph line between Kashan and Bampur passing through Yezd and Kerman, 
to be continued to some point on the fr Persia and Baluchistan by any 
ieable route. 

to Gwadur. 





No. 9, 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 10.) 


(No. 88, Secrot,) 
My Lord, Therayin, July 5, 1899, 

ON ‘eccipt of your Lordship’s telegram No, 64 of the 17th ultimo, [ authorized 
Mr, Wratislaw by telegraph to warn, if he thought it necessary, the Vali of Busra that 
any molestation of the Sheikh of Koweit would he likely to involve him in trouble, and 
at the same time I told him in a private letter to let the Vali understand that an expe 
tion nyainst Koweit would ‘certainly be regarded with displeasure by Her Majest 
Government, 

‘Dhis warning will probably make the Vali pause if he really contemplated a pt 
expedition, while it will perhaps encourage him to report fully to the Sultan on the 
situation of affairs. 

In Mr, Wratislaw’s despatch No. 27, a copy of which I have the honour to inclose 
herowith to your Lordship, he says that he does not think Hamdi Pasha would have 
spoken #0 confidently of the Sultan's readiness to come to a friendly and frank under- 
standing with Her Majesty's Government respecting Koweit unless he had previously 
recoived authority to do so from the Sultan. [am inclined to agree in this view, and T 
hope it may be true for F should be very glad if the Vali’s representations induce the 
Sultan to browch the subject. 

Thave no means of forming an opinion as to what the Sultan is likely to do, but in 
view of the possibility of bis approaching me on the subject f should be glad to have 
your Lordsbip’s instructions as to the language I should hold. { consider anything in 
the nature of a catexorical declaration of the independence ot Koweit would bring the 
discussion to a deadlock at once and make the Sultan appeal to the other Ambassadors 
for guidance as to his line of action, and leave the question, as far as we are concerned, 
much in its present condition. 

It might be possible, however, to arrive at some result if, while avoiding as far as 
pomible a definite statement respecting the independence of Koveit, I sad that Her 

injesty's Government could not he indifferent to what passed there owing to our com 
mercial aud political interests in the Persian Gulf, but that if His Majesty formally 
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undertook not to cede any of his rights in those parts to any other Power, I thought 
it would be a satisfactory arrangement for both Governments and be likely to remove 
any canse of uneasiness in regard to the future, 

If His Majesty decides upon speaking to me, he will be prepared for some proposal 
of this sort, and in. any case it will seem more or less the natural consequence of his 
own remarks and obviate some of the objections to my bronching the subject, 

Thave, &. 
N. R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosure in No. 9. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 27, Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, June 8, 1899, 

I HAVE the honour to report that in the course of conversation to-day the Vali, 
Hamdi Pasha, introduced the subject of Koweit, He informed me that the Sultan was 
much disturbed by reports concerning the designs of Great Britain on that place, and 
that foreign Representatives at Constantinople (those of Russia, France, and Germany) 
took every opportunity of working on his suspicions, and. imputing to Her Majesty's 
Government all manner of nefarious intentions. He (Hamdi Pasha) was well avare how 

al it was to Great Britain that no foreign Power should obtain possession of this, the 
only decent port in the Persian Gulf; and he was convinced that if your Excellency 
Would approach fie Sultan porsonaly én the aubject, His Majesty would gladly embrace 
the opportunity of clearing up all misunderstandings, and coming to an agreement satis- 
factory to both countries, 

‘ne Vali further informed me that he was about to address a Report on the subject 
of Koweit to Constantinople, in which he would advocate a friendly understanding with 
Great Britain as the best solution of the difficulty, and begged me to inform your 
Excellency of his views and intentions, I readily undertook to do so, 

His Excellency also states that Russia, France, and Germany all had designs of 
their own on Koweit, 

‘The ahove remarks were made quite spontar ‘ously, as I have hitherto avoided the 
subject of Koweit interviews with Hamdi Pasha, ‘The latter spoke so confidently 
of the Sultan's readiness to arrive at a fronk and friendly understanding with your 
Excellency, that Tam inclined to think he must have some authority other than his ‘own 
personal opinion for this view of the matter 

T propose to telegraph to your Excelleney the substance of this despatch, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, ©. WRATISLAW, 


No. 10. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Sulishury.—(Received July 10.) 


(No. 880, Scoret,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, July 6, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 228, Secret, of to-day, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of u despatch which I have received from Her 
Majesty's Consul at Basta, offering proof of the official appointment by the Ottoman 
Government of Sheikh Mubarek as Kaimakam of Koweit. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 10. 


Vier-Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


No. 24 dential. 

ORE cg) Basra, June 2, 1809. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 21 to your Excellency of the 22nd April 
last, [have the honour to forward herewith the copy of a letter which I have received 
from the Resident and Consul-General at Bushire, throwing doubt on my statement 
that Sheikh Mubarek was appointed by the Sultan as Kaimakam of Koweit, and also 

f ito, 
1 copy of my reply there eM 
(Signed) A. C, WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 10. 
Consul-General Meade to Vice-Consul Wratislaw, 


we CE) Bushire, May 80, 1899. 

WITH refgrence to your letter dated the dni instant to the address of the 
Ambassador at Constantinople, I have the honour to, requost that you will kindly let 
imo know how you obtained your information that Sheikh Mubarek lias received formal 
revognition from the Sultan, and been given the title of Kaimakaun, 

id not know that formal recognition and appointment as Kaimakam had been 
carried out ay regards Mubarck, and as other information T have does not point to it, 
Tahould be obliged if you wil kindly verify its correctness as far as you can, and let 
my know the result. 

Thave, &e, 


(Signed) -M. MEADE. 


Tuclosure 3 in No. 10, 
Vice-Consul Wratislaw to Consul-General Meade, 


Seco Basra, June 2, 1899, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, 
requesting me to inform you how L obtained my information that Sheikh Mubarek had 
reevived formal recognition by the Sultan, and been given the title of Kiimakat, and 
to state, in reply, that my information is based report of the Dragoman of this 
Consulate, dated the 8th Decomber, 1897, and filed in my archives to the following 
coffee -— a 

telegraphic communication was received by Moubsin Pasha (then Acting Vali) 
four or five days ago from the Sublime Porte, stating that an Imperial Iadé bad been 
issued aanotioning the appointment of Sheikb Mubarek-ol-Sabab as official Kaimakam 
of Koweit.” a es 
how, Mubarek’s name is given as Katmakam of Koweit in the official “ salname 
{almanack) of the Vilayet of Basra amongst the other Government functionaries of the 
Vilayet, His correspondence with the Turkish authorities is addressed to him as 
Kininakain, and be receives 150 karas of dates per annum from the Turkish Govern- 
ent in lio of salary, as did his predecessors. 
T have, &. : 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW. 





No. 11. 


Sir M, Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 10.) 


P. Gulahek, July 10, 1899, 

{ AM informed by the Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persin that a message 
from the Directors has been conveyed through him to the Sadr-i-Azam to the effect: 
that the loan of a million and a-quarter which His Highness had asked for cannot. be 
raised unless the immediate control of the custom-houses of the south is given to 
Agents of the Imperial Bank. 

In reply, the Sadr-i-Azam said that be understood the English character, and 
that this condition would doubtless be abandoned if others willing to lend money 
without it could be found. 

His Highness is now addressing himself a; 


to the Russians, 





No, 12, 
ia Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July \1.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Forvizn Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of ineloauro in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated 22nd June, regarding the activity 
of foreign Awents in the Persian Gulf. 

India Office, Juily 10, 1899. 


Tnelosure in No. 12, 


Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Secret, and Confidential.) Bushire, May 28, 1809, 

EN continuation of a Seeret telegram Tat sending you to-day, [ have Uke honour 
to submit, for the information of the Government of India, a further Report on the activity 
of foreign Agents in the Persian Gulf. 

2, One of the two Frenchmen, who have visited Museat, has gone to Babrein, 
His name is Goguyer, and his assistant, named Elbay, remains at Muscat, M. Gogayer 
was reesived by Muhammad Abdul Wahab, who is a’Turkish subject, and who has, for 
some time, had a yery porn wer Sheikh Tsu, Muhammad Abdul Wahab 
gave Goguyer a house, and arranged that he should meet the Sheikh, and haye every facility 
for ing 

3, It issaid that Goguyer informed various persons at Babrein that they could 
easily obtain French protection, and that, for a small sum, he would give them 
certilicates of naturalization, This roport has not been confirmed, and, until it is, [am 
doubtful if M. Goguyer would have ventured to make such a statement. am inquiring 
into the truth of the rumour and will report the result, 

4. In connection with this point, I would, however, remind the Government of 
India that the French have for some time been endeavouring to gain subjects and 
protéigés, and that the state of the population of Bahrein is favourable to auch attempts, 
as there are many Arabs and others living there, who do not profess to be subjects 
of the Sheikh, and who might consider themselves at liberty to take any nationality they 
please. 

6. Itis suid that M. Goguyer intends visiting Katr and Bushire, and his objects, as 
far as is known up to the present, are commercial, It is probable, however, that he is 
to some extent supported by his Government, or, at any rate, by the French Consular 
authorities at Museat and Bushire, and that lie will endeavour to advance French political 
interests, as well as his own commercial ones. He is said to be interested in the arma 
traffic, and it is likely that the Freneh name aud flag will be employed to bring arms to 
the Persian Guif, At Balireiv they ean, of course, do nothing, as the Shiekh has agreed 
not to permit the importation of arms into the islands, but he may succeed in 
establishing arms depéts elsewhere. 

[1567] zB 
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6, Iwill collect all the information I can on the subject, and report again as soon 
as I can suggest what steps should be taken to stop the arms trade if started under 
French protection. A copy of your telegram of the 21st instant was sent to Major 
Fagan, who will, no doubt report shortly how matters are at Museat. 

7. [hear on good authority that three Russians are now at Bunder Abbas, one of 
whom wears European costume, while the other two arein Arab dress. Tam endeavouring 
to obtain definite information as to their names, objects, &c., ani will let you know in 
due course, 

8. A German is reported to have visited Koweit, and to be there now. It is said 
that he wanted to get concessions from the Sheikh, who, however, declined to listen to 
him. Tam making inquiries as to this man’s objects, and what has really occurred at 
Koveit. 

9, Colonel Loch has informed me that the Russian Consul at Bagdad has, for 
gome time back, been employing two Russian Armenians, one Arten, and his brother 
Stephen, in collecting information about Koweit, and that one of them is to 20 there 
shortly. Colonel Loch has arranged to send’ me early information when the man 
actually starts. 

10, hore is, 1 think, little doubt that ere long there will be considerable act 
displayed by various European Powers or their subjects in these regions, and T 
only way to meet their efforts is to increase our own Consular Representatives, and to 
agaist our own merchants in establishing themselves. 

11, We should have representatives at Babrein and Bunder Abbas, who should be 
encouraged to move about and visit the country in their neighbourhood. ‘Thus the 
officer at Babrein should proceed occasionally to Koweit, and should visit the Arab 
coast constantly, ‘The man at Bunder Abbas would similarly go to Lingah and other 
Places on the Persian side of the Gulf, Tam not sure if the ‘Trucial Chiefs on the 
peninsula at Rus Mussandum should be placed under the officer at Bunder Abbas or at 
Bahroin, and 1 would like to reserve a final opinion on this point. I wish, how- 
ever, to urge that we ought to be letter represented, if we wish to maintain cur 
preponderating influence in the Persian Gulf, and Lam, moreover, convinced that our 
representatives should be Englishmen of good position and standing, ‘They ought to 
aye some experience of Arabs, and should know Arab 

12. We must also, I think, encourage British trade more than we have done, ‘The 
trade of Babrein especially is rapidly expanding, and it is visited yearly by the represen 
tatives of several British firms, The fmperiat Bank of Persia, 1 may observe, wish to 
have an agent at the place. If we have a proper official at Babrein, there is little 
doubt that our interests. will bonefit, and that foreign traders will find it difficult to 
obtain a footing in the place. Twill report on this matter separa 
other Babrein affairs, but think no time should be lost in considering the general 
question of increasing our representat these parts, 





India Office to Horeign Office — Recerveit July 


Sir, Indie Office, July 11, 1899, 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the information 
of the Marquess of Salisbury, a letter, dated the 22nd June Inst, from the Government 
of India rexarding Muscat Aifairs, 

It will be observed that Major Fagan, whilst informing the Sultan, on the 
Sth June last, that Her Majesty's Government would not object to France obtaining 
4 coaling station on the sime conditions as were associnted with the tenure of the 
British coating sheds, preficed that intimation by referring to the previous request 
hhobad made fo the Sultan that his Goverment. must he sonsulted'in advance te te 
the situation and conditions upon which the French Government might obtain a 
coaling site. ‘The Government of India, upon receipt of this communication, at once 
called attention to this misipprehension of their instzuetions, and directed that 
‘Major Fagan should address no further written communication to the Sultan. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 13. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Secret.) 
My Lori, Simla, June 22, 1899, 
IN Continuation of our Seeret despatch, dated the 25th May last, we have the 
honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, copies of papers regarding Muscat 
affairs, 
No action has been taken by us on the Resident's letters of the 21st and 
as Colonel Meade had already beon given full* diseretion to withhold the 
Muscat subsidy. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
W, 8. A, LOOKHARM, 
BE. H. H. COLLEN, 
©. M, RIVAZ, 
©. B. DAWKINS, 
T. RALEIGH, 
R, GARDINER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 13. 
Tientenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushire, May 29, 1899, 

IN continuation of my letter, dated the 21st May last, regarding the present 

wsition of affairs at Muscat, T have the honour to forward, for the information of the 
Zovernment of India, a copy of a letter, noted on the mangint from the Political 
Agent, Museat, which bears out, I think, the views mentioned in my letter, 

2. It will, I think, be sufficient for the Government of India to continue to 
withhold payment of the subsidy till the Sultan gives some tangible proof that: he has 
really complied ishes of Government, and intends, in fnture, to attend to 
the advice of the Political Agent. Unie gles ean obtain funds from some 
other source, which Ido not, as at present advised, consider Ii is Government 
must, I think, collapse from weakness, and we ought, in that ease, to be in a position 
to see that our interests do not suffer from any change that may oceur in the person 
of the Ruler. T do not, therefore, at present advocate anything being done at Museat 5 
but think it will be ‘sulficient for Major Fagan to watch events and keep the 
Government of India fully informed of all that goes on, Anything indicating a 
Hoan to the Sultan hy the French might require further action, but I do not think 
it likely. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 18. 


Consul Fagan to Liewtenant-Colonel Mende, 


(Confidential.) Muscat, May 17, 1899, 
TN continuation of my letter, dated the 13th April last, T have the honour to 
report that, on reecipt of your letter, dated the 9th April last, containing copy of a 
letter from the Sultan to your address, asking that payment of the subsidy should. be 
resumed, and your reply’ thereto, and after due consideration of the fact that His 
Highness’ attitude liad now continued to he to all outward appearances satisfuctory 
for some time past (although he had failed to fall in with the wishes of the Govern 
ment of India regarding the proposed appointment of a trained customs official or the 
dismissal of his Wazir), and as he had written to you regarding resumption of the 
payment of the subsidy, it occurred to me that the present might be an opportune 


* Fide Inclovare 75a the deypatch quoted abort 
17, 1895, wh lotr 
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moment to inform His Highness that I was now preparell to suggest to the Govern- 
ment of India that payment of the subsidy should be renewed and all arrears paid. I 
accordingly did so, expressing at the same time a hope® that His Highness would 
give a proof of his altered attitude by promising in future to pay due regard to the 
advice of the British Representative. ‘This letter was carefully translated by 
Liewtenant-Colonel Jayakar, so as to obviate the possibility of any misunderstanding 
on His Highness’ part as to the exact nature of my request. 

‘As soon as the Sultan received my letter, he at once sent it, by the hands of 
Seyyid Mohammad-bin-Azan to M. Ottavi for his advice. M. Ottavi drafted a reply 
which (so far as my information goes) was not accepted by His Highness in its 

tirety, only a portion of it being embodied in his reply whieh was sent to me from 
Tissch, whither His Highness had gone for change of air. A perusal of this letter 
will show that the Sultan made no disect reply to my request beyond hinting that 
‘aequiesceace on his part would curtail his independence. 

{pointed ont to the Sultan in my reply that the Government of India tad no 
desire to interfore with his independenes, but this lette Iso referred to M. Ottavi, 
who happened to arrive at time en route to Sur, and remained some 
hows with His TH iit that my attempts to alleviate His 

ghness’ $u5} and a seconid unsatisfactory reply was sent 


4. Lhaye now mado every effort, both by means of friendly interviews, by letters 
and by studied courtesy, to convinee the Sultan of the friendship of the Government 
of Tniia wnd of theixdesire to. promote: ry means; but E have been 
quite unable to overedune his obstinate and suspicious scruples. His Highness appears 
to imagine that the British Government tn ns_on his independence, and he is, 
therefore, to the extent of promising to pay due 
rowanl to th It now remains for the Govern- 
mont of India to dl nentof the subsidy 
should be resumed or not. 


Tuclosure 4 in No. 13, 
Consul Fayan to the Sultan of Muscat, 


(After compliments.) Muscat, April 17, 1899 (6th Zilhaj, 1316). 

{ HAVE great pleasure in informing your Highness that Iam about to apply to 
the Resident, Powsian Gulf, for permission to resume payment of the subsidy to your 
Tlighness with all arrears, 

It would afford me much satisfaction to forward, with my application, some 

ble proof of your Highness’ altered attitude towards my great and glorious 
ment, ani T would, therefore, invite from your Highness an assurance that you 
in future manifest. your friendship. by paying due regard for advice given to your 


Highness by the British Representative at your Highness’ Court. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 13. 
inslated purport of a Letter from the Sultan of Muscat to Consul Fagan. 


(Atter compliments.) Muscat, 8th Zilhajy 1316 (April 19, 1899). 

YOUR esteemed letter, dated the Gth Zithaj (17th April, 1809) arrived, and your 
friend understood its contents. 

You ask us to alter our attitude towards the great British Government, but 
there has ocourred nothing which is contrary to love and friendship (of Govern- 
ment). 

‘ho Resident in the Persian Gulf informed us that, alter his departure from 
Museat, some difficulties have arisen here, of which he was surprised to lear, but in 
our interview we asked you what difficulties you had with us, about which you have 
‘written to the Resident.” You replied that perhaps the Resident did not understand 
what we wrote, 


ustrnetions in telegratn from the Foreign Sverstary to the Resilent, dated February 22, 1599 


Ww 


‘The Resident has reminded us of the three stipulations contained i gree. 
in the Ai 
ment of 1891 made between us and the t British Gover 
fully rosulved to cary itcut and confirm Cee ee 
Vhat is now incumbent on us to represent to you is that our friendship and 
towards the Brit ‘ish Government come from the ae of our heart, and a oun 
always to desir and confirm it. You ae our true friends from olden time, Our wish 
is to secure friendship between us and the British Go i gard 
Independence which has been confirma. eastee Ca ae eee OS 
forbid that the British Government, who always assures us of our i 
dence, should ask ns for a thing which eontrarene that signers ena 
is our obligation to honour and respect h i 
tte spect the Representative of the Government 
As for subsidy, the great and glorious Government knows well ir hi 
opinion is enough. ' Our hiope in them is good. ee 
his is what was necessary for us to write, and salam. 


Inclosure 6 in No, 13, 


Consul Fagan to the Sultan of Muscat, 


therefore, rest assured that tho great British Government 

in any way with your Highness? independence, but that they 

are, on, the contrary, anxious to do everything in thelr power to uphold i and to 
gtlien your Highness! position, provided alway: 

Hongthen your High poston, provide aways thot they aro aseured of your 


Inclosure 7 in No, 13, 
Translated purport of a Letter from the Sultan of Muscat to Consul Fagan, 


(After compliments. 
__ TWAS very glad to reevive your esteomed lettes, dated tho 17th Zilla, 
friend has understood what it contains. You state that, if it is our aad eee 
our friendship with the great British Government, we should, in future, accept [take] 
the advice which would be given to us by the Agent appointed at our Court. We say 
that it is a known thing that the friendship between us and your great Government 
is old and has beon firmly established from ancient times; it is not a thing whic we 
aro going to establish today. As to the advice which will be given to us by the 
Agent appointed at our Court, whatover is not likely to be injurious to us or to give 
trouble to the subjects, we shall hereafter tako into our consideration, and reply to it 
Acconting to our po 

nd as to what you mention in regard to the desire of your great Go 
confirm and strengthen our independence, this is what we ee for Soe tae ara 
Government, and we thank it highly and thank you for it, We are firm as regards 
our friendship for the great British Government both outwardly and inwardly. This 
is what has been necessary to communicate to you. And salaams, 


Muacat, 8th Ziti 1916 4, (May 0, 1898), 
nt 


vere a RUS aie ney men ace i, bt the Sian 0m beng asked han explained that hit os 
F 
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Inclosure 8 in No, 13. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meaile to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Bushire, May 29, 1899. 

___ UN continuation of the correspondence ending with your telegram of the 23rd 
instant, regarding the sites of French coal-sheds at Muscat, I have the honour to 
forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy of a letter, dated 
the 7th instant, with two inelosures, from the Politeal Agent, Muscat, on the 
subject, 


Inclosure 9 in No. 13, 
Consul Fagan to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


Confidential.) Muscat, May 17, 1899. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, copy of a telegram received 
from the Government of Tudia, and my reply thereto. 

M. Ottavi was absent at Sur when Preceived the telegram, and, as T knew that 
ho was not likely to return for six week, I took a passage in Her Majesty's ship 
“Tedbreast,” ostonsibly for the purpose of proceeding to Ras-el-Had for change 
of airs 

Onthe way there we anchored at Sur, when I procecded on shore and paid a friendly 
visit lo M. Ottavi, and, in the course of conversation, elicited from him the information 
contained in my reply to the Government of Indl 

We progecded fo Rasel-Had next morning, and returned the same night to 
Museat, 

1 trust that my action will meet with your approval, and with that of the Govern- 
ment of India, 


Inclosure 10 in No, 13, 


Government of Initia to Consul Fagan. 

(Secret) 

(Tolewraphie,) Sint, May 9, 1899. 
WE are informed that French are applying for coal depot at Muscat. Please 

ascertain orally from Ottayi situation desired, and communicate it tome. Be 

careful to have no commun n dey 

confine yourself strictly to the q 


Inclosure 11 in 


Consul Fagan to Government of India. 


‘Secret.) 
fry 


Museat, May 13, 1899, 
YOUR Soret telegram. 
T have ascertained orally from Ottavi that the situation of the French coal depot 
has not been decided spon, but, that, when a French man-of-war next visits Muscat, 
opportinity will probably be taken to ask Captain to choose a suitable place, 


Iuclosure 12 in No. 13. 
Government of Indid to Consul Fagan. 


(elewraphie,) 
YOUR telegram 27th May. 
Please tell the Sultan at once that, if Preneh apply to him for site for coaling-shed 

within Museut Harbour under same conditions as ours, without fag or fortification, 

Her Majesty's Government will offer no objection. But Sultan should be made clearly 


‘Simla, June 3, 1899, 
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to understand that Her Majesty’s Government cannot acquiesce in any such concession 
elsewhere in the Sultan's territory. It is important this communication should be 
made at once before French Agerit applies to Sultan, which may be soon. 

Viceroy also desires you, whilst maintaining your right to be consulted by the 
Sultan, and adhering strictly to limitations above nientioned, to show every consider 
tion towards French susceptibilities, and to meet their wishes as far as possible. 

Please telegraph when you have told the Sultan, and send copy of the communica 
tion you address to him. 


Tnclosure 18 in No. 18. 
Consul Fagan to Govern:nent of India, 


(Confidential.) Muscat, June 9, 1891 

T HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of Ind 
copy of my letter dated the Sth instant, with inclosure, which T have addressed to the 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, roganling a site for coal-sheds to the French 
Government in Museat Harbour, 


Inclosure 14 in No. 13, 
Consul Fagan to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Muscat, June 8, 1809. 

the honour to forward, for your information, copies of a Seerot telegram 

red by me on the 7th instant from the Government of India in. the Foreign 

Department, and of my letter dated tho Sth June to His {Highness the Sultan of 
Muscat. 

2. In view of the fact that his Excclleney the Viceroy has expressed his dosire 
that I should maintain my right to be consulted by the Sultan when His Highness 
reeeives an application from the French Government for a site for coal-sheds, | have 
deemed it advisable to reiterate in the lett h I haye now sent to His Highness 
that portion of my previous letter on th subject which tonches on this poin 
and to send the present message to the Sultan inthe form of mm addition to the 
previous one. 1 trust that my communication to His Highness will meet with your 
approval and that of the Government of India, 


Inclosure 15 in No. 13. 
Consul Fagan to the Sultan of Muscat. 


(After compliments.) Musent, June 8, 1809 (28th Muharram, 1817). 
IN iy letter dated the 20th March, 1899 (7th Zilkada, 1816), T delivered to your 
Highness a message from my high Government to the effect that Her Majesty's 
Government do not object to the French Government having a coaling-shed or sheds 
in Muscat Harbour on terms similar to ours, in which no political or territorial rights of 
any kind are involved, provided that my high Government is consulted in advance as 
to the situation and conditions, and that the consent of my high Government is given, 
2. F have now been directed to add that, if the Frenel Government apply to 
your Highness for a site for a conl-shed or sheds within Museat Harbour under the 
Same conditions as ours (which confer no right to fly the national flag or to erect: 
fortifications), Hor Majesty's Government will offer no objection to the proposal, But 
your Highness should clearly understand that Her Majesty's Government cannot 
acquiesce in any such concession elsewhere within your Highness’ dominions. 
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Inclosure 16 in No 13. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Telegraphic,) Sito, June 18, 1899. 

WE asked you on the 11th March to instrnct Fazan to inform Sultan that, should 
he receive request for coaling-shed from French Consul, we expeeted him to submit 
the proposal to Fagan, in writing, for his approval, which he would only give if it 
satisfied conditions Tnid down. Otherwise Fagan was to refer to us. 

In his letter to the Sultan of the 20th March, carrying out these instructions, 
Fagan substituted reference to British Government for reference to himself. ‘This 
‘was unauthorized, and was subsequently made a ground of serious complaint by French 
Government, 

In his second letter to Sultan of the 8th June just received, carrying out. our 
further instructions to him contained in telegram of 3rd June, Fagan has committed 
same mistake; for in first paragraph he has repeated original demand for reference to 
British Governmont, Our intention wae that, while Ragan was not to make difficulties 
and was to tell Sultan beforehand that no objection would be raised to demand by 
French for coal-shed in Muscat Harbour on same conditions as ours, he was nevertheless 
to let it he known that he expected to be informed of, and consulted about, any such 
proposition which French Agent may make. 

Please communicate contents of this telegram to Fagan. ‘The latter should not 
adress further written communication to Sultan, but should clearly understand 
situation in ease of conversation on the matter with Sultan, 





No. 14. 


Consul-General Wood to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 15.) 


(Ne. 1, Confidential.) 
Lov, ‘Tabrees, June 29, 1899. 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for Lordship’s information, the copy of 
Majes 


despatoh I have thin diy addressed to. Her Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the subject 
ofa granted hy ‘the Persian Government. to a Russian 
Syndicate for mining and other operations in the northern portions of this province. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL G. WooD. 


Tnolosure in No. 14, 


Consul-General Wood to Sir M. Durand, 


(No.5, Confidential.) 
Sir ‘Tabrees. June 29, 1809, 
EN my despatch No. 1, Commercial, of the Ist instant I had made ar 
a oortain Convention which Thad heant had bee between the 
Govorninent and a Russian Company some ei , by which extensive 
inining rights in Knradagh and in the northern strip of this provines, and dredging 
operations (o render the Arax navigable, bad beon granted to the latter 
Later information shows that the making of roals, and even railways, as occasion 
roquited for the exploitation of the Concession, had been added, as well us the free 
transit and export oF uinorals and the inteduction of wuchinery at any point of the 
worder, 

_ Te would seomn that the lines of the Concession which extend to the immediate 
vivinity of the town of Merand, some 12 farsucks away on the Tabreez-Jult road,* as 
well as the privileges which T have just mentioned, granted to the Russian Company or 

dicate, eansed some surprise to the Vali Aha, who had no previous waraing of the 


arrangement, i only came to his hands these days, and bore the solitary siguature 
of the Sadr Azam, 
About 48 wiles —C. 6. W. 
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His Imperial Highness has since, however, become reconciled, it is said, to the 
fait accompli, especially as three Russian engineers and several assistants are alread) 
hhere, as well as the Persian official who is to accompany and assist them in their 
researches and labours.* 

From private and trustworthy information it would appear that a previous Con- 
cession, almost on the same lines as the present one, but granted some four or five years 
ago to.a Turkish subject, already exists, and that dooumonts in its support ave to be 
found in the Tarkish Consulate-General’s archives.+ 

It may turn ont that the Turkish concessionnaire acted all along in govord with 
tho present Russian Syndicate, but this ean only be made clear some weeks hence, 

I shall do my best to gather details on this point, and keep your Excellenoy 
informed. 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) GECIL @. WOOD. 





No. 15, 


Sir N. O'Gonor to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received July 17.) 


(No. 340.) 
My Lori, Constantinople, July 12, 1899, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 318 and previous correspondence, I have 
the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from the Military Attaché to this Embassy, reviewing the history of the 
rebellion in the Yemen, 
T have, &e, 
(Bor the Ambassador), 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN, 


Inclosure in No. 15. 


Colonel Ponsonby to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 26.) 
Sir, Constantinople, July 8, 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that the two Redif Brigades 
(Akia and Adana) which were seat this time last year to the Yemen to help. in 
suppressing. the rebellion, are officially announced as about to be withdrawn, and 
dismissed to their homes, 

Tlearn privately from a good Turkish military source that orders to this effvct 
have actually: been issued, but that their departure will be deferred unti the Nizamié 
battalions, which form the permanent garrison, and which have suffered consider. 
ably from sickness, have re-established. their efficiency by weeding out all. the 

8, receiving fresh blood in their places. ‘This is now in course of process, 
and will, 1 understand, be soon completed. 

This news is undoubtedly the best confirmation as yet forthcoming of the 
‘Turkish official statements that the rebellion is over, which means that the province 
is now in its normal condition, for the eloments of discord are permanent. ‘These ar 
due to the fact (so Tam infornied by a Turk of enlightened views, and who is 
usually well informed on matters concerning his own country) that in North Yemen 
are 600,000 Waliabites, and in the south nearly 2,000,000 8! who do not 
recognize the Khaliphate of the Sultan, and who are altogether out of sympathy 
with their Tarkish rulers, who, in their turn, have been in the habit of regardin, 
the Yemen as a field for exploitation to enrich themselves. My informant mentione 
individual cases of officials who had gone to the Yemen poor men, but had returned 
after only five years’ service there opulent. sie 

‘he Arabs being more high-spirited than the Turks, and equally warlike, it only 
requires a little oppression or unfair treatment in collecting taxes, &e., to change 


© The chief is M. Kurmekoll, wha ix assisted by a fist eride Profesior of Mineralogy. —O. G, W. 
‘See No, 22, Telogeaphic. June 21, 1893.—C, 
14 bolder of thi previous Concessiod resides in 
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antagonism into open hostility, more especially when further stimulated, 
‘as in this instance, by the goad of famin 

‘This rebellion appears to have had a more or less local character; but had the 
‘Turks experienced any very serious defeat of a nature to entail disaster at the hands 
af the disaflected tribes, it is not improbable that a general rising would have 
followed. 

fear was, in fact, expressed to me by a high official some months ago when 
the rebellion was at its height; he also stated that so unsuited was the constitution 
of the Turkish soldier to combat the Yemen climate that, unless they could raise a 
local native army on the English system in dealing with such places (a contingency 
which he thought extremely improbable), he was strongly in favour of withdrawing 
altogether from the province, 

However, with regard to the causes which helped to stir the recent movement, 
great things are expected from the present Vali, Hilmi Effendi, who has the reputa- 
tion among his own countrymen of being an honest official and a just man. He has 
full authority to reform abiises, and even to consider their susceptibilities in other 
ways provided the dignity of the Sultan’s authority remains untouched, One of his 
first actions was to abolish the fez—which is now only worn by the army—and sub- 
stitute the native turban for the official class in the administration of their duties. 
He is reported to be doing well, and in the way of acquiring the confidence of the 
tribe 

‘here are no data on which to write a ry Report of the operations of any 
value as such. Nothing has been published or communicated officially, and the 
reports received from time to time have been for the most part of the bazaar rumour 
type, which probably indicate more or less correctly the general course of events. 
Phe following is a brief summary :— 

‘The first nows of the revolt was received in the month of May last year, 
reporting the destruction of a ‘Turkish battalion (neither locality nor circumstances 
mentioned), ‘This was denied by the Porte, but was undoubtedly a true, though 
probably exaggerated, statement. 

End of June, we heard that the telegraph wires between Hodeida and Sana 
wore cut, and that the Vali was surrounded on the road. ‘This was confirmed by 
the Minister of War on the 28rd of the same month, who added that the Vali had 
been relieved and enemy dispersed, ‘The rebels appear, however, to have made head 
again, and matters were evidently not making very satisfactory progress, for on the 
4th July we learn that Ahmed Pizi Pasha, the General in command, is superseded 
by Abdotlah Pasha, then commanding the Sth Ordu at Damascus; at the same 
time the ‘Turkish force down there is increased to fifty-four battalions of in 
nine batteries artillery, and two squadrons. 

Details were reporte 

‘arly in August a 
nople) newspapers; numbers engaged on both sides not mentioned, but rebels 
credited witt a loss of 2,500, that of the Turks only 8, 

‘Phe country between Hodeida and Sana and round about is declared to he com- 
pletely freed from insurgents, and the Minister of War expresses hi 
the rebellion is now quelled. 

At the beginning of September, however, rumours are reported from Hodeida 
that the country around is again in a disturbed condition. ‘This is officially contra. 
dicted; the province is announced to be in a state of tranquillity, except a small 
stronghold in the Saada district, which has always more or less maintained its indepen- 
dence, and which the Government did not consider worth attempting to take on 
account of the cost in blood and money that would probably be involved. 

The next news received (in November) is again of a serious and disquicting 
nature, reporting the proximity to one another of thirty-six Tarkish battalions and 
40,000 Arabs in the vicinity of Shabel, in the attack on which place the Turks were 
rumoured to have incurred heavy losses, and to have been obliged to retreat to 
Kofol, 

‘This engagement appears to have taken place about the middle of October, 

On the Zud December the Acting Vice-Consul at Hodeida reports the commu: 
cations between that town and Sana open and the neighbourhood tranquil, and that 
the rebellion is practically confined (0 the vicinity of Kolof and the mountainous 
country north of Sana, 

Abdullah Pasha has in the meanwhile been awaiting the advent of cooler 
weather to retrieve the fiilure of October; and on the th of last month it 
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reported that he has made a determined attack upon the Shahel strongholds, 
capturing them with the loss of about 2,000 men, and inflicting severe losses upon 
the rebels, ; 

Nothing in the shape of serious fighting appears to have taken place since this, 
A report was current in May that Abdullah Pasha had further captured Hamer and 
Djerat, and quite recently signal marks of the Imperial favour have been bestowed 
upon both him and the Vali, which, together with the decision to reduce the army 
of occupation to its normal strength, would appear to indicate that, at all events in 
the eves of the Government, the rebellion is practically over, 

With regard to the general management of the campaign, nothing is known, 
but if reports speak true there is reason to believe that it was conducted on the 
same starved system as was the Hauran expedition, in which instances were heard 
of Turkish soldiers bartering their rifles and ammunition for bread and the bare 
necessaries of life—so completely were they starved. 

In this campaign, all the desertions rumoured to have taken place were 
probably due to the same cause, Great quantities of flour and grain were 
dispatehed to the seat of war, but no means provided of distribution into the 
interior. 

The medical arrangements are always deplorably defective in Turkish field 
operations, but in the Yemen they appear to have been even worse than usual, and 
ho proper provision seems to have been made for the transport of the wounded, who 
must have suffered terribly. 

‘There is no information as to the system of tacties followed in general by the 
‘Turks when encountering the Arabs in the open, Tam informed, however, by an 
officer whose nephew was sent out for the latter part of the campaign, and who has 
since returned invalided, that in the successtul attack on Shahel Abdallah Pasha 
appears to have taken Tel-cl-Kebir as his model—a night march (which T under 
stand to have been of an arduous nature) and assault at dawn, 

Thave, &e, 
ed) J. G, PONSONBY. 





No. 16. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 17.) 


Sir, India Office, July 14, 1899, 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton. to acknowledg ae receipe OF your 
letter dated the Gth July inclosing a telegraphic despatch No, 27 dated the Sth July, 
from Sir N.O'Conor, ‘The instructions which Sir N. O'Conor proposes to give 
seem to the Secretary’ of State for India judicious and deserving of approval. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLY, 





No. 17. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 18.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India pg hi compllnients to the Under. 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 2nd June, and of the reply, dated the Sxl June, regarding 
Muscat affairs, 

India Office, July 17, 1899, 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 17. 

Lord G. Hamilton to the Government of India. 

(Telegraphie.) India Office, June 2, 1899. 
YOUR telegram of the 1st June: Muscat. ée if 

Please instruct Fazan to tell Sultan at once that if French apply to him for site 

for couling sheds within Muscat harbour under same condition as ours, without 

flag or fortification, Her Majesty's Government will offer no objection, but Sultan 

shiould be made clearly to understand that Her Majesty’s Government eannot aequiesee 

any such Concession elsewhere in Sultan's territory 
Pease aso instruct Fagan, while maintaining right tobe consulted by Sultan, and 
adhering strictly to limitations above mentioned, to show every consideration to French 
susceptibilities, and to meet their wishes as far as possible, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 17. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
June 8, 1899. 


YOUR telegram of the 2nd June. 
Fagan has been instructed as dircete 





No. 18, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received July 19.) 


Sir, India Office, July 18, 1599. 
1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 12th July, inviting an expression of his Lordsbip's views upon the language 
which Hor Majesty's Ambassador at. Constantinople should adopt if the sabject of Koweit 
is broached by the Sultan. ‘ A y 
‘The Secretary of State for India recognizes the difficulties to which a declaration of 
the independence of Koweit might give rise, and the advantages which, for the moment, 
might be guined by a formal undertaking that Turkey shnll not cede any of her rights in 
the Persian Gulf to any other Power except the British. But it must be borne in mind 
that our engazement to extend good offices to the Sheikh and his successors, s0 long as 
hendhieres to his agreement not to receive the agents of any other Power, or to cede or 
jn ny part of his territories, proceeds upon the assumption that the Sheikh is 
independent of Turkey, and is entitled to seek British protection, There seems then 
considerable Fisk in adopting any course which would admit any territorial right of Turkey 
in Koweit, and so far coinpromise British action in the event of the Sheikh appealing to us 
for our good offices under the agreement lately concluded and approved by Her Majesty's 
Gor ment. : 
Under these circumstances Lord George Hamilton would express the opinion that, 
whitever language Sit N..O’Conor may be instructed to employ, it should in no wise be 
Jas to hamper the British Government in giving effect hereafter to the obligations 
uurved wider the agreement, if the occasion for such action should arise. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 19. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor, 
Foreign Office, July 19, 1899, 


(Welegraphie.) P. " i 
T HAVE received your Excelleney’s telegram No, 27, Secret, of the Sth instant 
respecting the request of a brother of the Sheikh of Koweit for the good oifices of 
Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah in a question of inheritance. ‘i 
Tapprove the instructions which you propose to send to Mr. Wratislaw. 
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No, 20. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sit M. Durand, 


(elegraphie.) P. i 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 48 of the Sth instant on the subject of Mining 
Concessions in Persia, the Imperial Bank consider that it is clearly contrary to the terms 
of Article 11 of their Concession for the Persian Government ‘0 grant such concessions 
prior to September 1899. ‘They also maintain that as the suspension of the work of the 
Mining Rights Corporation was due to the action of Persian officials, their rights remain 
intact in spite of that suspension, At the same time the Bank is anxious to avoid 
raising needless disputes, and would, by our advice, not oppose the grant of Mining 
Concessions to Russians in the north of Persia where the mineral wealth of the country 
bt be more profitably exploited by Russian capitalists, on condition that an 
ould be given to the Bank that the Persian Government would be prepared 
prior rights and privileges in respect of Mining Concessions in. the 

es of Persia, 
Her Majesty's Government would not object to such an understanding which might 
save the Persian Government iuch discussion and embarrassment, but they would not 
to make the subject a matter of bargain between Great Britain and Russia, owing 
ings of friendliness for Persia, 
‘arrangement should be made directly between the Persian Government and the 
Yperial Bank on the forier’s own initiative, but with the kuowledge of Russia, and 
gland, 
You should suggest this course of action to the Sadr-i-Azam avoiding anything in 
your language which might be interpreted as a wish to dictate to the Persian Govern- 
ment. 


(No, 22, 
Foreign Office, July 19, 1896. 
Mi 





No. 21. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 


Foreign Office, July 19, 1899. 
ew of your despatches, Her Majesty's Goverment have been eurefully 
for soine time in what way the Persian Go t can e assisted. i 

ning financial aid. ‘The question is one of much difficulty, Fur trom d 
by. this ov by otlier means'to obtain control over tho south of Borsa, Hor Majsty's 
Government have always wishel that any arrangement for a lease should be made 
through the Imperial Bank, with a view to avci 

The Imperial Bank of Porsia hus, ho 
‘a guarantee be given that, the 
Government are ready to a 
\e Sadr Azam refuses to 
use he would consider himseif obliged to offer a Concession 
on the same terms to the Russian Government. 

Lam only able to suggest one alternative plan, viz. that the Imperial Bank of 
Persin should try to contract a loan on terms somewhint resembling those on which the 
Moorish Loan was arranged in 1862, the details of which you will find in yol, xxii, 

of “British and Roreign State Papers.” 

‘The security for the loan would be the customs revenues of the ports of Souther 
Persia, and the’ terms might include the condition that the bank should appoint a 
Commissioner, to be approved by the Government of Persia and by Her Majesty’ 
Government, who would receive the customs dues in these ports, anil, after applying 

80 far ns required to the service of the loan, would return any surplus to 

uthorities. Tt would certainly facilitate the raising of the loan and the 

could be procured if it were further arranged that the prococds of 

loan, or that part of it which might be assigned to special purposes, should be 

lodged with the Commissioner, who would take eae that the sums were properly 
applied. 

PRP Youtare euthorized to speak in the sbove, sche, iu u fhlendly way, to’ the Sade 

Azam, and inquire whether such a method of dealing with the dificulty would be 

‘acceptable to his Government. Her Majesty's Government do not desire to keep this 

[1557] nH 
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matter from the knowledge of Kussia, and no objection would be made to a Contract 
for a loan being offered to Russia on similar terms, the security in this case being the 
customs dues of the Persian ports situated on the Caspian Sea. 

In all probability, the Persian Government * ould wish to neg: 
Russia in the matter, In any case, Her Majesty’s Government would strongly 
recommend the Sadr Azam not to allow the Kermanshah customs revenue to be 
pledged as guarantee either for a British or a Russian loan. 





No. 22. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert. 
(No. 250.) 
in, Foreign Office, July 19, 1899, 

‘THE, French Ambassador called at the Foreign Office this afternoon and spoke to me 
with respect to the conf depdt which the French Goverament wish to establish at Muscat, 
and the proposal which T had made to hiny on a previous occasion. 

T hud. proposed that we should cede to his Excellency’s Government the use of one of 
the three sheds employed by the British Government, which probably would be adequate 
for the puxposes of the French. ‘That, however, in the judgment of his Government was 
rot the ease, ‘The first shed, which was the main supply employed by the British 
Government, was of considerable size; the other two were much smaller; and neither of 
the other two would be adequate for the wants which the French Government felt it 
necessary to satisfy. He repeated to me, on behalf of M, Deleassé, with very great 
solewnity and emph phrase, that France had no political aspirations whatever in 

Gul, that she did not desire any Kind of fortification, or settlement, or 
political privileges, or anything bevond the maintenance of those rights already 
her by Treaty. He then’ proposed the substitution of a neighbouring cree 
of about hail’ a-mile, I replied to him that { would inform myself with respect to this 
1, with regard to which [ was at the present moment wholly ignorant, 
copy of ashort informal Memorandum which his Excellency left with me 
of reference, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY, 


Inclosure in No, 22. 


Memorandum. 


1. DEPOT de charbon : 

Le Gouvernement Britannique oceupe toutes les parties utilisables de Ia erique de 
Makalla avec trois hangars pouvant eontenir respectivement 7,000, 1,500, et 1,200 tonnes 
de charbon et dont les deux premiers sont contigus, Th posséde en autre dans ia ville 
indme de Maseate quatre magasins séparés, 1,000 tounes chacun. 

1 ne pent étre question de ces qua av abord iti 

Les hangars Nos, 2 et 3 ne conviennent pus & cause de leur éloignement Mun de 
Vautre et chacun séparément est insuffisant. 

Le hangar No, 1 couviendrait mais le Gouvernement Britannique ue peut sovger & 
céder son dépOt principal. 

Dans le port de Mascate proprement dit i n'y a done pas de point utilisable, mats il 
exinte les dépendances de ce port A un deri-mille du dépOt Anglais une petite erique dite 
de Riya, qui serait & notre convenance, 

Av sujet du nommé Abd-el-Azizben-Mohommed en Rouanchi, Drogman auxi 
du Vice-Consulat de France : 

Les informations transmises au sujet de cet individu sont inexactes. 

I est vrai qu'autrefdis il a été au service du Sultan de Mascate dans les fonctions trés 
subalternes de copiste, mais depuis qu'il a été employé par le Vice-Consulat de France il a 
roinpu tous les liens qui Pattachaient au Palai 

Tl ’a jamais occupé une situation ressemblant meme de loin a celle de Ministre. 








7 
No, 28. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Herbert. 
(No. 251.) 
Sir, - Foreign Office, July 19, 1899, 

IN the conversation recorded in my immediately preceding despatch, the French 
Ambassador alluded to the position occupied by Abdul Aziz-ben-Mohammed-en-Rownachi, 
Assistant Dragoman to the French Vice-Consulate at Muscat, of whom it had been 
alleged that he had occupied the double and irregular position of adviser to the Sultan 
and Dragoman to the French Vice-Consul, 

M. Cambon said that this information was incorrect, 

It was true that Abdul Aziz was formerly in the service of the Sultan of Muscat in 
the very humble capacity of copyist, but since his employment by the French Vico. 
‘Consulate he had entirely severed his connection with the Palace. He had never ‘occupied 
any position even remotely resembling that of a Minister. 

Lam, &o, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 24. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received: July 20.) 


Sir, Indin Office, July 19, 1899, 

LAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 28rd ultimo, forwarding a copy of a despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador in Paris, 
in which a complaint by the French Ambassador was recorded, respecting the proceedings 
of Her Majesty's Consul at Museat in regard to dhows belonging to natives of that 
Sultanate flying the French flag. 

In reply, Tam to to state that his Lordship referred the matter to the Government 
of India by telegraph for report, and I am to inclose, for the information of the 
Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of @ telegram froin the Vieeroy, from which it appears 
that Major Fagon denies that he has nade any demands on the Sultan regarding the 
discontinuance of the use of the French flag by Muscat subjects, or promised the Sultan 
the assistance of a British ship of war, 

‘The papers referred to in the concluding passage of the Vieeroy’s telegram were 
transmitted to you with this Office letter of the 24th February last. It will he seen that 
the action taken by Major Fagan on that occasion way not steh as to give any cause of 
complaint to the French Government, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY 


Inclosure in No. 24, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(elegraphic.) 
MY telegram of the 26th June. 
Fagan reports he has made no demands on Sultan about discontinuance of use of 
French flag by Muscat subjects, nor has he promised Sultan assistance of British man-ot- 
war. No question as to French protection of Museat dhows flying French flag has 


arisen sine ease reportel on in Inlosure No.5, in Neeret despatch of the 2nd February 
last, 


July 12, 1899, 
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No. 25. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 20.) 


TH Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliinents to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by i Hamilton, 


forwards herewith of the Seeretary of State, copies of inclosures in 


Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 29th June, regarding Persian 
Gull affairs, 


India Office, July 19, 1899, 
Inclosure 1 in No, 25, 
Liewlonant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, June 12, 1899, 

IN continuation of my telegram of the 7th instant, reporting the arrival at 
Bushire of the Russian Consul at Ispahan, T have the honour to forward, for 
the information of the Government of India, copies of telegrams which have 
assed between Her Britannic Majesty's Minisler at ‘elian and myself on the 
subject. 

2, It i now stated that the Russian Consul is going to Mohammerah and 
wot own the Gulf. As soon as this news is confirmed, 1 will report it by 
telegram, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 25 


Lieutenunt-Colonet Meade to Sir M. Durand. 


Shinn. 
and Bunder \bbj 
said, to. ins Have 
Please wire his name. 
merchant recently come from Bunder Abbas reports three Russians there 
general impression provails locally that Russia is to have lease of place. 
from Museat will relieve French Vice-Consul here when latter proceeds on leave, and T 
think’ Russia and France are working in unison, 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 


Sir M. Durand to Liewlenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Wotegeaphie.) 
YOUR telegram of the 5th June. 
Russian Consal’s name is Dabiji 


June 7, 1899, 


Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 22, 1899. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 7th ultimo, Tam directed by the Marquess of 
Salisbury to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, copies of 
two despatches to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris,* recording communications 
made by the French Ambassador in regard to the offer to his Excelleney’s Government, 
ofa coil-shed at Museat, and the proceedings of Abdul Aziz ben Mohanimed. 
copy of a short informal Memorandum, left by his Excellency, is also inclosed.t 
I am to request that Lori G, Hamilton will favour Lord’ Salisbury with his 
observations on these communications, and especially with his opinion on the proposal 
of the Froneh Government to establish a col pdt in the Bay of Riza 
am, &e, 
(Signed) 1), H. SANDERSON. 





No. 97. 


Captain Sykes to the Marquess of Salisbury. (Re 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Birjand, Say 11, 1899, 

1 RECELVED instructions to proceed to Birjand towards the éad of March, but 
it was not until the second week in April that T was able to e , 
ras searee and T bad decided vo cary a three months, supply of forage and Howe 
subsequent experience has shown the advantage of so doing, ay both wheat and butley 
fare about four times as dear as in 

‘The heat and flies increased daily towards the close of our stay, so that it was with 
considerable relief that wo left Sistan behind. 

The di id to Birjand runs scross « portion of the lake that is usually dry 
Until the end of March, but we were fortnuate in crossing it two or three days lefore 
the spring floods, which were late, reached it: failing this we should have had'to mureh 
ronal ie southern nee ot the lee ehereby adding mise Wnty’ oe aavonny tiles to 
our journey. 

‘At Bairing, we camped on the western edge of the lake, uot fur from « signal 
tower buile by hah, the conqueror of Delhi 

ice two more desert staves, with a slight rise, brought us to the village of 
sabad at the entrance to the hills. 

ore stages—all of considerable length—-and we reiched Durub, where at 
jon of about 4,000 fect we were, once agai tolerably cool climate, 

At this village I'dismissed most of the camels, keopinge sufficient to carry our 

d grain in two relays, 

This naturally necessitated a slow rite of progress, but 1 did not wish to enter 
Birjand before reveiving precise iustractions as to my position there, while the survey 
operations were much benefited by the change. 

Upon returning to the Tran Plateau I have been much struck by the well kept 
fields and numerous orchards, which contrast most favourably with the slovenly tillage 
in Sistan where, indeed, orchards practically do nut exist, 

‘The reason is that, in Sistan, the Government owns the land, so that either the 
headmen, who are frequently changed (their posts being bought and sold), nor the 

asants have any interest in making improvements. 

think that, although there difficulties owing to the nature of the water 

ly, the Persian Government would be well advised to yradually sell all the land, 

Hi the headmen and villagers, not to mention members of the ruling faily, would 
be glad to purchase, 

Wthis course were adopted, the Persian Treasury would receive substantial sane 

, while the proprietors would immediately set to work to improve their land 
to « level with other parts of Persia, as the improvements 


+ Inclosuro iu No, 22, 
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would include better accommodation, at any rate, for man, who, in Sistan, inhabits a 
hovel worse than most Persian stables. 
Duruh, instead of taking the direct road to Bixjand vid Sarhisha, I decided 
rth along my postal route, which is also of interest as being the Perso 
ontien. 

At Tals, which is the centre of a Sunni population, official instructions reached 
mu, to the effect that I was to be evmidered Consul of Kain, us I bad requested, 
while the Acting Consul-General for Khorasan informed me that a Russian Consular 
officer was ou the point of starting for Birjand and Sistan, I, consequently, decided to 
march across the hills to the capital, leaving half my loads and three of the sowars at 
Tabas. 

When a march distant from Birjand, following my usual practice, I sent my 
Persian secretary a-head, to arrange for my reception. 

Thad read in more than one report that the Governor of Kain or the Amir, as he 
isu 5 i ime time, T felt 

wore the enge, the arr entative might be used as a 
means of demonstrating this feeling. 

Accordingly, 1 impressed upon tny secretary that he must strike at the root of the 
iattor and insist upon the Amir, besides giving me the usual reception, paying the 
first call, 

The same evening I received the weleome information that everything had been 
arringod in a satisfactory manner, the Amir finally agrecing to call first, and 
nerely stipulating that his visit should be paid two days after mny arrival aud not at 
once, 

On the following das 0 Birjand, in full uniform, being met by a reception 
party, heated | im Khan, the younger brother of the Amir, who 
escorted us to i girdon touching the town, whi jovernor lind, very kindly, 
Pluoed at our disposal and, aftor th ing, we were loft free to 

rrdeni-house, which e ive rooms in two storeys, The 
Jaurberry bushes, the akes a subscid preserve, much 
rosombling ved currant ji 


‘The morning subssquent to one arrival, the flag was run bp, whieh brought down 


's Vizier, to inquire as to the legality of our jetion, it he first oceasion 
on which any flag, except the Persian, hud heen hoisted in 

However, our explanations wore readily 
no fiurthor question on this, to them, all important subject 

As agreed, the Shaukat-ul-Mulk ealled, upon the third day after onv arrival, driving 
down with « hoge following from his garden, some two miles to the south, 

He is of medium height, about 47 years of age, almost toothless, and wears 
Speetucles ; 1 understand, too, that he is addi h is terribly 
provalent p Perri, i iy, suid he gave me 
‘un interesting wecount of Balue 

nd the Capa to Cairo I 
ned us to our victor 
onsiders us i distinctly agyrossive. Power 

Returning the visit, on the followi 
Honour—=the Am Birjand regiment, which exists 
mainly on paps with a tawilty carpet and 

fen while hovel in front, 


a sinall gunrd of 


Ho next inquired 
taken by the British ( 
Had sent a ductor to Bi 

Loxpluined the position of the Quetta road, and said that Thad been amused at 
hoaving that the small posts along it had been magnified into large forts. 

In this question the Amir showed considerable knowledge, while he has thoroughly 
grasped the iron policy of his neighbour Abdur Rahman, the ruler of Afghanistan. 

As well as Lean judge, so fir, the Shaukat-ul-Mulk is anxious that T should form 
4 favourable impression of him and, in every way, he has been most courteous. 

He is prematurely aged and so that his attitude may be that of 
contentment with his present position, coupled with the hope that neither Great Britain 
hor Russia will trouble Kain, during his lifetime. 


a1 


He is shrewd and fairly well informed, having visited both Mecca and ‘Tehran, 
while the readiness with which he has accepted the hoisting of the flag and also his 
agreeing to pay the first call tends to prove that he is, by no means, an Anglophobe, 

In conclusion, I think that I may elaim to have been fortunate, both in prevent 
the possibility of higher honours being paid to a Russian Consul, by securing that 
should receive the first call, and also in forestalling an official of that nation, 

‘To turn to the question of trade interests, so far I do not see any reason to alter 
my opinion that merely an occasional visit by « political officer, with experience of 
Persia, is necessary, unless Russia founds a Consular post in these districts, 

Although there is a considerable trade with Bunder Abbas, itis not in the hands of 
British subjects, while, as previously stated, there is but little through traffie along the 
Quetta route. 

At the same time, T am recommending the establishment of an Indian post-office at 

nd as well as in Sistan, with a competent newswriter for each district, who would 
also le Postmaster, at any rate, until the work became too heavy; at present, in my 
humble opinion, nothing further is needed in the way of a permanent establishment, 
but I wonld venture to urge that it is of importance that this modest scheme should be 
sanctioned aud carried out, without delay, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SYKES, 


Tnolosnre in No. 27, 
Sketch Map. 


[Not printed.] 





No, 25, 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received uly 24.) 


Gulhek, June 22, 18 
THE Sadr-i-Azam has not yet shown me the engagement mentioned in my 
dlspatch No, 52, but when T reminded him of his promise w fo days ago ho mid ho 
rtly 
nwhile Uhear incidently from the Acting Foreign Secretary that His Highness 
t renewed the ten years’ Conventior 
T have, &e. 
‘) HH. M. DURAND. 





M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 24.) 


(No. 64.) 
My Lord, Gulhek, June 22, 1899. 
L HAVE little to report this month. 
me communications are still pas Avam aud the Fre 
Minister on. the subject of « loan, but T ean hear of nothing definite, 

The price of food ymin is still very high, though the crops are being out even 
hore ia Shimran, Barley for horses is most sdifienlt te procure, ined stands att abont four 
times its normal price, 

On the 12th June the chief Persian officials and some of the Shah's relatives dined 
ait the Legation to celebrate the Queen's birthday. ‘The Zil-vs-Sultan’s eldest son, was 
one of the party, ‘The Sadr-i-Azam seemed well and happy, He has given up drinking 
wine and liqueurs in public, which is « good thing, for he used at timea to behave in 
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very boisterous way, and this gave a handle to his enemies, He is now much q 
mannes, 
The weather is unusually hot, and the Shab talks of yoing away to the mountains. 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 


er in 





No. 30, 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received July 24.) 


(No, 
My Lon, Gulhek, June 2 
1 HAVE the honour to report that the present Governor of Persian E 
Asnf-ud-Dowleh, is to be removed from his post, and replaced by the Auir-i-Nizam, 
who was lately recalled from Tabrerz, 
__ tho Auit-i-Nizam is « man of 80, and though « capable ruler in his day he is now 
unfit. to manage a rough frontier provinee, Moreover he has the reputation of being 
very inneli opposed to our interests, and he certainly did not bebaye well from our 
point of view in the troubles Tobaceo Re, 
Having regard to. the change 
escnt Governor has shown hitnselt to be a man of consi 
friendly to 
A tow weeks ago, at the request of the Asaf-ud-Dowleh, T asked the Sad 
whether he was likely’ tobe removed this expressed the hope that if possible 
he might be left: where he was ‘The w thut he was one of the 
only two good Governors in Persia, and that he would certainly not be removed as long 
fas ho eared: to remain in Kerman 
When U hwo that in spice of th 
to 40, TL xent Colonel Pieot to the Fore 


surance the Asaf-udl-Dowleh was 
‘eeretary with instructions to ask whether 


the to express my concern at the prospect. I refrained trom 


4 aint the change, but I pointed out that the Governorship of Persian 
awhistan important ippointment, and T sid that after the 

surprised to hear of the Asaf-ud-Dowleh’s removal, 
ny old man who had notoriously been tmuble to keep 


Seoretary 1 called npon me two days’ ago, 
antl wannesitly: presse » believe that the appointment was in no way intended as an 
alltont tu-us, Ho said the Sadr-icAzam had forgotten his assurance, that the app. 


ment of tho Am 1 was the Shal's personal act, and thut there was no intention 
whatever to degrade the As 


U replivd that 1 hua not 
if the Shah wished the Amir T pointed out that 
raygutd to all theeirouns it might have heen as well if some previous communi 

suljcot hid heen made to this Legation, 

I have wow heon informed, privately, that if the matter is pressed the appointment: 


will bo cancelled, but T think enough bas been done, aud Edo not propose to raise any 
fiunthor objection. ; ayaa page EY 


wish to interfere 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 





No al, 


Sir M. Durand to the Merquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 24.) 


(No, 64) 
My Lon, Gullick, June 24, 1800, 

1 TLAVE the honour to submit, for your Londship's information, a Memorandum 
by Mr. Spring- Rios upon the recent outbreak of plugie in Bushire 
__, The attitude of the Persian authorities has been stich as to add greatly to the 
dithieultics of our medical officer at Bushire, and it may yet have serious consequences 
Dut, so far, the spread of the disease has not been rapid. as 
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Tam informed that the Shah and his advisers, feeling sure the plague will not 
yisit the high-lying plateau of Central Persia, care yery little what happens to the 
population of the coast towns. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 


Inclosure in No, 31. 
Memorandum respecting Plague at Bushire. 


PICIOUS ease resembling plague was seen by the Assistant Surgeon to 
ney at Bushire on the 29th May. Two further cases were seen by the 
y Surgeon and Assistant, and pronounced to be plague, On the 9h June 
the Resident reported the fact to Sir M. Durand, who informed the Persian Govern 
ment. On the th June the Sadr-i-Azam told Sir M. Durand that he had sent 
orders directing the Acting Governor at. Bushire to abide in all respects by the advice 
of the Resideney surgeon, to spend money frvely, and to burn infected property. 
His Highness requested that the British doctor at Shiraz should bosent to Bushire, but 
this was found impossible, and the Viceroy having offered medical assistance, a doctor 
and two assistants were asked for and dispatched from India, of which the Persian 
Government were duly informed. 

A Russian doctor was in Bushire at the time of the outbreak, and he expressed 
the opinion tliat plague had appeared, and so informed his Government, which is stated 
to have sont two doctors to Shiraz and Kerman, ‘The Russion Consul at Ispaban, who 
was passing through Bushire on a tour through the Gulf, informed the Resident that 
he intended to advise the dispatch of a detachment from the Cossack Regiment at 
‘Tehran under a Russian oflicer in order to form the stnitary cordon round Bushire, 
Sir M, Durand spoke to the Sudr-i-Azant on the subject, who said that nothing would 
induce him to agree to the proposal. 

On the 10th June Colonel Meade telegraphed that the Sadr-i-Azam’s orders had 
teen received by the Acting Governor, who vas instructed to eary out euch preventive 
measures as the European doctors might recommend, But Colonel Meade pointed 
out that the measures in question Would probubly lead to serious outbreaks of native 
feeling. The Acting Governor had submitted the medical proposals to the local 
Mullahs, who had declared that they were quite inadmissible, Stories were already in 
circulation to the effect that the European doctors were trying to poison the native 
population, aud Colonel Meade expressed the opinion that’ if sanitary measures wero 

at the instance of the English doctor, the lives of Kuropeans in the interior 

ight he endangered. It was for the Persian Government to take the necessary steps 

to caforee order and earry out the proposals. ‘he Governor, who was a strong man, 

should be at ouee sent bi post with an adequate force; the Mullahs of the 

capital should be sed with the importance of allowing sinitary measures, and 

should be urged hy the Persian Government to instruct the religious authorities at 
Bushire according! 

Repeated representations were made in this sense to the Persian Government, 
but the only reply elicited from the Sadri-Azam was to the effect that the local 
authorities denied the existence of the plague altogether, that, although the Englial, 
doctors had refused their assistance, careful inquiries have been made, with the result 
that no case of plague has been brought to light; malaria and guinea-worm no doubt 
existed st Ihushie, and one old woman had died of old age, but. there was no sign of 
plague. 

Mie Sadei-Azam asked, in conclusion, for authentic particulars os to how and 
when the plague had been introduced, aud if any doctors besides the English had 
secu the alleged cases. Colonel Meade supplied the particulars desired, and stated that 
since the 6th June no European doctor had been permitted to visit the houses of the 
sick or to inspect the dead, 

‘he only active measure of any kind which appears to have been taken by the 
Goverument at this time was the dispatch of 150 troops from Bushire to Lingah, 
where disturbances were feared. In reply toremonstrances as to the danger of spreading 
the infection the Sadr-i-Azam declared that the step was absolutely necessary, and the 
troops proceeded acconlingly. 

ene at Tehran were kept fully informed of all news reeeived from the 
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British Residency; and as there appeared to be some hesitation on the part of the 
Government to call a meeting of European doctors, Sir M. Durand advised the 

Azam to take this step with as little delay as possible, in view of the anxiety 
foreign Legations to be informed as to the outbreak, ‘The meeting was finally called, 
and took place on the 22nd June. It was presided over by the Minister of Instruction, 
the Persian Government being represented bythe three private doctors of the Shah (one 
of them an Englishman) and the Professor of the Persian Medical Colleze (an Armenian 
educated at Edinburgh), ‘The medical adyisers of the British, Russian, French, and 
German Logations were also present and the American missionary doctor. "The 
Constantinople Board of Health was represented by Dr. Vaum, who'appears from a 
communication recently received from Constantinople, to have reported that the 
Medical Council of Tehiran was no longer in existence, 

‘the Sadr-i-Azam sent a special delegate, 

A long series of telograms was read {rom civil aud religious authorities in Bushire, 
from which it appeared that no ease of the plague had been observed in the town of 
neighbourhood, although careful search lind been made. Doctor Odling then read out 
to the mecting the particulars of a case observed by the Resideney surgeon as eom 
municated by him, and asked the m to express an opinion as to whether plague 
had or had not existed at Bushire Ineeting decided without a dissentient voice 
that plague hud broken out, and recommended the immediate purchase of « disinfecting 
apparatiis, 

In the course of the mecting the French doctor commented severely on a com: 
munication addressed by the British Minister to the Persian Government, urging that 
thoy shonld take steps to provent the spread of the plagues and asked how could 

request IM reconedled: with a provious communention. In whieh. tne Beitne 

ont was deseribed as ready to assume the responsibility for the enforcement 
of quarantine at Bushire, Ly reply, Dr. Odling. pointed out the ditferenee between 
qtumntine enforeed on maritime ‘arrivals and those police measures of sanitation 
which could only be enforeed by the local authoriti 

Jn tho meantime, as the Persian Government had originally asked for the advice 
of the British doctors, the Resident was instructed to draw up a full scheme of the 
measures which were advisable in order to. prevent the spread of the plague. ‘These 
Measures are now being considered in communications between Dr. Odling and. the 
Resiloney doctor, butas the Bers vernmunt deny the existence of the plague, 
the schome hins not yet been eom to them, 

On the 26th June De, Odling was instructed to call on the Sadr-ieAzam and 
impress on him the danger of not taking precautionary measures, in view of the 
probablo reappearanee of the plague as soon as the cold weather commenced, Tis 
Highness received the communication with evident reluctance, but promised to send 
an order that eleansing operations should be undertaken at once, nd that a report of 
what had heen done should be drawn up in time to be communicated to the next 
meeting of the doctors. 





No. 32, 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July ‘24,) 


(No. 70, 
My Lord, Gulhek, June 29, 1899, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual summary of frontier and 
‘other news for the month ended this day, which has been drawn up by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pieot, Military Attaché in this Legation. 
T have, &, 


(Signed) H. M. DURAND, 


6 
Inclosure in No, 32, 
Monthly Summary, June Ist to June 80th, 1800, 


‘Tehran—Mention was made in last month's summary of the reopening 
negotiations in Paris for a loan of 2,000,000, Tt would now appear that. the Shah 

in rejected the proposals of the Syndicate, which. as reported, are said to have 
been very similar to those offered to the Amin-ed-Dowleh in 1897, 

A concession was granted last November to a Russian Company, giving them the 
exclusive right of mining for all, except precious, metals in. the districts of Karadagh 
‘and, in the Provinee of Azerbaijan. As the Coneession for mining oper 
throughout Persia belonging to the Mining Corporation is still in force, the Persian 
Goyerament were addressed on the subject, and asked if any such Concession as the 

above-mentioned had been granted. ‘They replied in the negative, 

Tt now appears that.a party of Russian engineers and surveyors, accompanied by. 
4 Persian official, has arrived at Tabreex for the purpose of examining the field of their 
future mining labours, Concealment, being no longer of any value, the Government, 
have informed this Legation of the grant of the Conees out attompting in any: 
way to explain the eause of their original den 

The officiating borvign Minister lias unofficially made it known that the 

ment with Itnssia hns been renewed for another period of five years, 
ain heen issued by the Government for the recall of c¢ 

az and Bushire in contravention to the Con- 
cession of the Imperial Kank of Persin, ‘These orders are oxtremoly vague, and 
ares worded that the interested parties are themselves left to decide which of their 
numerous issues n the meaning of a hank-note or paper money, as 
defined in the Articles of the Concession, Lt becomes mon and more clear that 
the Persian Government haye io intention of doing justice to the bank except 
under the strongest pressure, and the doubt of their honesty of purpose, which was 
expressed in last month’s note of this question, has now practically’ heeome a 

‘inty. 

The Russian Bank in ‘Tehran, the Banque de Préts, was early in the month 
made the vietim of a robbery, whereby it suffered for a time. the’ loss of 300,000 
roubles in Russian notes and 5,001 in’ Imperial Bank of Persia notes, ‘The 
who abstracted this money took refuge with some Armenians, who afterwards d 
to death. Suspicion felon one of them, and information extracted under torture 
Ted to an examination of the house of an Armenian shoemaker, where the holy was 
unearthed from the kitehen, Burther pressitee under torture led to the recovery, of 
the greater part of the lost money 

yam, Warir to the late Vatiahd in Azerbaijan, has purchased the 
Governorship of Kerman, thereby displacing the Asaf-ed-Dowleh, ‘The Asat-ed- 
Dowlch, it will he remembered, was the Governor who proceeded to Kerman atter tho 
murder of Mr, Graves, of the Indo-European Department, and afterwards undertook 
operations against the rebel Beluch tribes, He suceceded in restoring order on the 
frontien and in punishing several of the murderers, His services to his Governinent, 
appear to no advantaxe when weighed in the scale with the 10,0001, offered by the 
Amiri-Nizam. ‘The latter bas always hid a reputation of being very. illedisposed 
towards our Government. 

Plague was reported in Bushire during the month, but fortunately the outbreak 
has not yet been of a severe order. ‘The Persian Government showed disinclination 
in accepting the facts of the outbreak, and for some weeks denied the truth of the 
Residency surgeon's reports, alleging that their officials had seen no <ases of plague, 
and that their opinion differed diametrically from that of the English surgeon, ‘hey 
are at Inst 4 some interest, thouzl of a very perfunctory nature, in the 

sted by the Resideney with the view" fo. preventing an epidemie in 


(Signed) H. PICO, Lieutenant-Colonel, 











No. 
Consul-General Wood to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received July 


No, 8.) 
Ly Lord, Tabrees, July 6, 1809 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the copy of a 
despatch I have this day addressed to Her Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the 
subject of the unsettled state of affairs prevailing in the south-western districts of 
this province, owing to the attitude of the local authorities towards the Armenians, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 33. 


Consul-General Wood t ir M. Durand. 
(No, 8) 
Sir, Tabreez, July 6, 1899. 

FROM, news which has reached me from reliable sources it appears that the 
Governor of the districts of Uruminh and Salmas, in concert with his subordinate 
officials has undertaken measures which are causing disquietude and anxiety among 
the Atinenian villages, especially in the latter distriet, 

On the pretext of the alleged appearance there of Armenian revolutionists, His 
Excellency has obtained from the inhabitants of each village an * Iltisam,"a bond or 
guarantee that they will not receive or afford shelter to revolutionary parties, but bind 
themselves to advise the authorities of the presence of such people, under a penalty, 
in oach case, of 500 to 2,000 tomans, 

On the face of it, this arrangement does not appear excessive, as all communities 
fn the Fast are responsible for the evil actions of their members or visitors, but under 
the cireumstances of the district of Salmas where the Armenian population are quiet 
and inoffensive, and ure still smarting from previous sufferings and oppression, and 
ould not hope to defend themselves untess by the most violent means against the entry 
of revolutionists among them, whereby they would expose themselves to the reprisals of 
seemingly irresponsible people, it places an enormous power in the hands of the 
authorities over the Christian population, and which, from bitter experience in the 
past, would undoubtedly: be used and directed solely to their detriment and loss, 

As T haye already pointed out in previous despatches and t , the Armenians 
who have ot taken refuge over the hurder into Russian territory, eitler owing to their 
luck of means, heir reluctance to break up their homes, family ties, Xe., are in a 
disheartening position. They have been carefully weighing for some time past 
the advisability of throwing in their lot with the Russian Church as the easiest and 
most hopeful way out of the difficulties surromding then ow thousand tomans 
taken unjustly trom them ander the above-mentioned guarantee will soon foree them to 
take the plunge which they only consider as the last resource left to them, 

The renewed irritating proceedings of the native authorities towards them are 
stated by these latter to have been ordered from ‘Tehran, but my. information shows 
that the main instigator of stich needless and oppressive zeal is the Turkish Consul for 
Khoi who, in his tum, allowed his mind to be excited by the tales and suspicions 
of a Nestorian Christian of the name of Agop Serradj, a Persian subject in Turkish 
pay. 

With the ill-feclings prevailing against the Russian religious Mission in the south- 
western districts of this provinee, and whieh may, at any moment, be the cause of serious 
coniplications, added to the existence of the latest mining Concession granted to a 
Russian Syndicate which will give more than a temporary or passing interest in this 
province to our powerful neighbour; to say nothing of the impending visit to Urumiah 
and Salmas of M, Petroff, tho Russian Consui-General, a journey which ean hardly have 
been: contemplated at this season of the year as a simple excors 
or with the ubject of tempering the arbiirary and unfriendly attitude of the Russian 
missionaries towards Christian and Moslem, or of aiding recalcitrant or wavering: Orthodox 
Nestorians to:alip from the religious grip of the former, it. woulil be thought that the 
Persian Goveruinent, which is made direetly responsible by its officials for the renewed 
activity agaiust the ease of mind and the purses of peaceful rayubs, would rather 
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encourage prudent and tactful action than pursue a needlessly vexatious and distressing 
policy towards them. 

The first move towards regaining the hard-hit confidence of the Armenian 
communities in Uramiah and Salmas, but especially in the latter district, should be 
the removal benee of Agop Serradj, a continual and interested disturber of the peace, 
and his exile, even ftom this provine 

‘The second the denunciation of the “Iitisam ” or agreement which has been forced 
upon the acceptance of the Christian villages. 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) CECIL G, WOOD. 





No. 34. 


O'Conar to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 24.) 


(No. 348. .) 
My Lord, Therapia, July 19, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 880, Secret, of the Gt instant, have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which T have 
recvived from Her Majesty's Consul at Busrah, stating that he has been furnished: by 
the Vali with w Memorandum showing the amount of the salaries drawn by the 
subordinate Governors of the vilayet, amongst whom the name of the  Kaimakiun of 
Koweit ” appears. 

‘The object of the Vali’s communication was no doubt to show the dependence of 
the Slieikh upon 'Purkey 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. It. O'CONOR, 


tnciosure in No, 84, 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N, O' Conor, 
(No, 28) 
: Busrah, June 5, 1899, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 26 of the 2nd instant, L have the honour to 
report that since that date T have been furnished by the Vali with a Memorandum 
showing the salaries drawn by the Mutessirifs and Kaimakams in this viliyot, 
amongst whom the Kaimakam of Koweit figures for 2,806 piastres per month. 
presume, therefore, that the payment in dates has been suppressed. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. ©, WRATISLAW. 





No. 35. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received July 27.) 


‘TILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
for the information of th tary of State, copy of inclosure 
ary’s letter, date the Gth instant, respecting 
foreign activity in the Persion Gulf. 
Inia Office, July 
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Tnelosure in No. 35. 


Lieutenant-Colonet Meade to the Government of India, 
Sir, Bushire, June 19, 1899. 
WTI reference to paragraph 7 of my letter, dated the 28th May last, T have 
the honour to report, for the information of the Government of India, tl 
information now received shows that the three persons mentioned are not Rus 
‘The party consists of a German merchant named Toepen, who describes himself as a 
new convert to islam, and calls himself Haji Mustafa; the others are his servants. 
He visited Sharzah reeontly with the object, it is said, of procuring the services of 
four or five pearl-divers, whom he wants for his friends in Zanzibar. He intends to 
roturn to Muscat shortly. 
L have, &e, 
(Signed) M. J. MEADE. 





No. 86, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 27.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Seoretury: of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

rshorewith, f mination ofthe Secretany opy of a telegram to the 
French coaling facilities at Muscat, 


Tnelosure in No. 36. 
Lord G. Hamilton to the Government of Indin. 


(Voteweaphic.) 
YOUR tolegram of the ard dune: Muse 
bussador states that, whil 
r of the tiv smallor sheds in its posses 
‘a crock distant hala-mile, the cre 


India Office, July 25, 1899. 


its larger 
ion would be inadequate for wants, 
Riyam or Rujam, Have you any 





No. 97 


Sin M. Durand to. the Marquess of Salixiury—(Received July 27. 


(No. 46.) 
(olegraphiv.) P. 

WHIT refironee to. your Lordships t 
subject of bank-notes, copies of my correspon 
Hiomo by tonilay’s messenger. Tt is now nel 
Bars aud Bushire Pading Comp 
mo that they are firmly resolved to sappr 
or cliaracter of bank-uiotes, ‘They have, moreover, iss 
notes “resembling bik ‘They give, on th 
dank-note, and it is now proposed that the 
ho authorized to issue, in lien of such notes, othier notes not requiring indorsement 

le to bearer on-demand. Tn this course they ask my eoeu 
_ After consultation with the Bank Manager, 1 have wnswered that, in my personal 
opinion, the documents in question, whieh are in circulation already, some repre- 
ting sums as small as 4y,, are in fact paper money, «nd that 1 must therefore 
mcurrence. 1 said, however, I would submit the ease for your Lordship's 
decision, ‘Whe result of this is that no notes will be withdrawn, or if they are, that their 
placo will be takon by other notes equally intended to serve the purpose of paper 


Gulhek, July 27, 1890. 
m No.9 of the 31st March, on the 
I the Persian Government go 
by the Persian Government that the 
have informed 
We the appearance 
‘or the withdrawal of 
ion of a 
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money, and to circulate as such. ‘The Persian Government now designate those latter 
documents as “ bijeks,” the word which was originally used to designate all notes in 
circulation at Shiraz or Bushire whatever their description. The *bijeks” and the 
other notes are used indiscriminately, though the form of the “Dijk” differs slightly 
from that of the others. 





No. 88, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 27, 1899. 

TAM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to state, for the information of tho 
Sceretary of State for Tndia, that the French Ambassador called here this afternoon 
and said that the French Viee-Consul at Museat had reported by telegraph communi 
cations which had passed between him and the British Agent on the subject of the 
coal store which the French Government wished to establish there, 

M. Ottayi stated that Major Fagan had asked him to show him the ereek where 
it was now proposed that the French store should be situated, and that after seeing it 
he had said that he saw no objection to it, and was ready to sottle the mattor directly 
with M. Ottavi. 

M. Ottavi hiad asked whether Major Ragan hind authority to do this, and undere 
stood that he considered he lind. M. Ottavi hal, however, said that hie must report to 
his Government, and ML. Cambon was instructed to ask whether Major Fagan's state- 
ment was correct. 

M. Cambon was informed that so faras the reports received from India showed, 

ajor Fagan liad no authority exeopt to make verbal ing 1 his Broneh colleague 
and to report the result. Mf. Cambon's last proposal. w ard to the site of the 
‘can stote hind been telegraphed to the Governmontof India, and we wore still awaiting, 
their reply. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) . H. SANDERSON, 





Inddin Office to Foreign Office. (Received July 29.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents. his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter dated the 6th July, regarding Museat 
affairs. 

‘The return of these papers, when done with, is requested. 

India Office, July 28, 1899, 


Tnclosnre 1 in No. 


nutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 
‘onfvlential,) 
5 Bushire, June 12, 1800, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a letter dated the 20th May, with inclosure, from the Political Agent, Museut, 
giving cover to one alleged to have been written by Hilai-bin-Amr to Salneon-hine 
Muftab, tutor to His Highness’ son, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) M, J. MEADE, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 








40 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 39. 


Consul Fagan to Lieutenant. Colonel Meade. 
(Confitential.) 
Sir, Muscat, May 29, 1809. 

I HAVE the honour to forvard, for your information, copy of letter dated the 
9th Zil Haji, 1516 a.tt. 20th April, 1809), ‘which has recently come into my hans. 

‘This letter was sent by Hilal-bin-Ame, now in Zanzibar, to the address of Sayyid 
Abdul Kadir Zowaee, who was asked to deliver it to Salmeen-bin-Muftaly, tutor to his 
Highness Sayyid Taimoor, the Sultan's son, for dispatch to the addressees. He did so, 
and on its réceipt Salmeen-bin-Muftah showed it to the Agency Munshi, and then sent 
it on to its destination, Hasan, the Agency Munshi, who knows Hilal-bineAmr’s hand- 
writing, states that the letter was from him, 

2. Hilal-bin-Amr was formerly Wazir in Zanzibar, but was removed from his 

iment at the instance of the British Government, and was to Aden asa 
political detenu, He was subsequently pardoned and permitted to reside in Mombasa, 
and ultimately was permitted ty return to Zanzibar, He is a native of Ubrah in the 
Sharkiyeh, and is an important personage in his native country. 

3, With reference to the remarks in this letter regarding French intrigues with 
the tribes in the interior, I would respectfully invite your attention to the entries in my 
Seeret diary dated the 21st September, 1898, and the diary forwarded under cover of 
my letter dated the 25th Rebruary, 159. 

It has been evident for some tine past that the French Consul, for reasons of his 
own, has been endeavouring, through the mediuu of Abdul Aziz, to obtain am 
aseenileney over the tribes in the interior, and the letter now forwarded is useful in 
corroborating previous reports on this subject 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) ©. G. F. FAGAN, 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 89, 


‘Translated purport of a Letier, 


‘To our Sheikh the learned Abdulla-bin-Humeid as-Silimee, Ahmed-bin-Saleh-bin-Alee, 
Khalid-bin-Muhanmad, Muhavau-bin-Amr, and Suleiman-bin-Humeid-bin-Abdulla, 
the Harithees, 


(After compliments.) 

T HAVE heen writing to you several letters since a long time, and since many 
months T have heard that the people of that (protected) place have formed themselves 
into separate parties, and that the Ruwahee,* and his party had some designs in regard 
to you, and they held out to you great hopes for the purpose of obtaining their object. 
When T learnt of that, 1 immediately hasteved to send you a letter to prohibit you from 
Joining them, and told you to keep aloof from them, as You suv plainly expressed in that 
previous letter I sent to you, You replied that you would do as I had told you, and on 
that account the Sheikh Besa} formed the intention of travelling to the Sacred House of 
God (Mecea), You then consulted mw respecting certain things which you consider 
would be beneficial to the humble writer of this (myself), eatricating him and his 
property from what has befallen them. You consider it an easy thing, that is to say, 
undergoing difficulties and spending money, T prevented you ftom doing that also ina 
firm manner, and (told you) that you wore hot to think of it until you got my letter, | You 
consented to do that also, and I thank you (for your aetion). 

Several reports rewarding the distin that have occurred hetween the Sultan of 
that (protected) place ani the English Government on account of the turning away of 
that King towards the French Government have nowadays reached me, and lon, 
explanations of these reports have now been given. [have also heard that the Frenel 
Consitl and the King sent al-Tewanee$ to. the Hinavees, asking them to rise so that 
they, namely, the King,§ the subjects, aud the French Government may all be joined 


the Freach Consuls 
+ ‘he son of Salah, who headed the Musest reielion i 1899, 


J A goldunith well kiown for his intriguing poovesstes, anda yreat fio of Abiul Aix 
‘§ The Sultan of Muscat. : x 


a 


T have in 
possession official letters from the English Consul, Hardinge, to the effect that there is 
no claim against my property, nor any ground for taking it, and that I may appoint an 
agent for it whomsoever Emay like, Be on your guard, 1am not in fear of any harm 
‘coming to me from them or from others. Ba, therefore, easy in your minds and regard. 
ss of thie consequences. ‘The English Government is in every respect the highest, the 
ght, strongest in arm, and the most powerful; you ought to join it. Had we 
with you at the time of the disturbances whieh occurred, and the correspondence 
froin the very beginning (we should have been), for anion with it, and for joining their 
train by means of friendly letters, and the renewal of friendship, but through illluck we 
were at the time at a distance. We ask God that He may arrange for us that which has 
good in it, If there is anything that you want from our side, a hint (would be enough), 
Salaams to you. : 
From your brother Hilal-bin-Amr-bin-Sultan, P 
Written with his owa hand, and dated the th of Zil Hajji 1816 4,u, (20th April 
1309). 


Inclosure 4 in No. 39, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 
(Confidential 
ee Bushire, Juno 12, 1899, 
IN continuation of my letter, dated the 29th May, I hare the honour 
to forvard, for the information of the Government of India, copy of a letter dated 
the 29th ultimo, with inclosure, from the Political Agent, Muscat, giving cover to 
a Memorandum. showing particulars of an interview whieh took place between Sheikh 
Alvilacin- Ai, of the Boni Itahibtribo, and Major Hagan. 
have, Se, 
(Signed) M, J, MEADE, My 
Political Resident iw the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 89, 


Consul Fagan to Lieutenant-Colonet Mende. 
Heed Muscat, May 20, 1809. 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with my Confidential letter 
dated the 16th May last, regarding the Sultan's attitude and the situation. at 
Museat, I have the honour to forward, for your inform a Memorandum giving 
particulars of an interview which took place’ between Sheikh Abiulin-bin-Amir, of the 
Beni Rashib tribe, and myself on Friday, the 26th May, 

2, The tribes ov whose bebalf the Sheikh acted as spokesman belong to the 
Ghafri section, are warlike, and can produce approximately the following number of 
fighting men :— 

Hii : se 100 


eri Mou AN ? Sexi 
Tent Reshih A f 


ce Tia 6 AW ay sg 800 
Further particulars about them will be found in Appendix A to Part I of the 
inistration Report of the Muscat Political Ageney for 1580-81, 


The Ghaftis as a whole are much irritated with the Sultan on account of a 
sssful ruse by whict he has recently sneceeded in seizing the fort at Hazm, which 


* Briteh, 


M 








commands all the roads from the Yal Saad and Benj Ghafir country to the coast 
(vide Memorandum dated the 20th May, 1899), and it is very unlike 
quietly acquiesce in this state of afluirs. 

5, [now pass on to the attitwle of the Hinawis :— 

On the 27th instant, the Sultan received a letter from the Al Wahibeh, a very 
powerful and warlike tribe, numbering some 30,000 souls, and residing in the Sharkiyeh, 
to the effect that as His Highness had stopped the usual cash presents which had 
hitherto alvays heen yaid to them by His Highness and his predecessors, they now 
requested him to take warning that it vas their intention to loot and devastate the 
country wherever and whenever possible. 

4. Reports received show that general disgust with the Sultan's rule is not con 

oil to this particular 1 of the Hinawis, but that all are equally disaffected, and 
‘an early rising is anticipated, 

5. The Sultan appears to be quite callous aud indifferent to the threatening 
aspect of affairs, He cares nothing for the welfure of his country, and is perfectly 
Imappy as long: as his personal wants are satisfied and his personal safety not threatened ; 
and is his fears on this point ure entirely at rest by reason of the declaration of 
the British Government not to allow any attacks on the towns of Museat and Matrah, 
it ix uot probable that he will trouble hituself about the difficulties which are impencd 
Mis Highness is still in constant eo who is now at 
his lust letter to that gentleman haying been dispatched by special messenger on the 
2041 instant, : 

Thave, &e. 
€. G. RB, FAGAN, 


Inclosure i in No. 39. 


Memorandum. 


SHEIKH ABDULLA-BIN-AMIR, of the Beni Rashi tribe, 
visited me on the 26th May last, and 
Hishin, the Beni Boo li, and the Boni Rashib tribes, which was to the effect that the 


siding near Sur, 
ed that he had come with » message from the 


Sheikhs of those tribes hil recently received letters from Sayyid: Reysal-bineTurkee, 
Sultan of Museat, stating that the British Government liad inued paying him his 
subsidy, and he was therefore obliged to discontinue the payment to them of their usual 
money presents; that he had written to tell them this, s0-as to save them the trouble 
of coming to Museat, and the disipp of going hack empty-handed. My visitor 
*hen went on to inform me that the Sheikhs were highly displeased at this conmumica- 
tion, and were very bitter agai id Feysal for withholding from them the money 
presouts whieh they have 1 the hubit of receiving from the Sultans of 
Muscat, and which they now look upon as their right; and for forgetting that he owes 
his throne to them (these were the tribes which fought for Tarkee against 
AvziicbineKeis su ve of Bveuts,” pp, 26 to 3), 

They argued that if Sayyid Beysal chose to displease the British Government he 
thud done xo without their knowledge or consent, and they were determined not to suffer 
tor his Tack of wisdom. 

Ney liad therefore decided to rise against the Sultan's authority and to depose him 
from his throne; but before taking any steps, they wished to know what action the 
British Government intended to take, Did they intend to assist the Sultan agoiust 
them, or vould they remain neutr 

1 inguired what the Sheiklis vyid Peysal in 
the event of their being successful in their attempt to dethrone him, Sheikh Abdulla 
replied that they had decided to invite Abul Aziz to return from Bombay and assume 
the sovereignty’ of Onan, 

J thon asked Shei ikhs knew of the British Proclamation 
warning the tribes against any attacks on Museat and Matrah, to whieh he repli 
were anvare that this Pro Ween made, But as th 
Museat for the purpose of e rh 
tolerate no longer; and. as th 
they hoped the Britisl 
who was obnoxious to the people of Oman, 
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Tinformed my visitor that I would communicate the message of the Hishin, Beni 
Boo Ali, and the Beni Rashib tribes to the Politieal Resident, and the interview. then 
ended, 
(Signed) ©, G. F. FAGAN, 
Political Agent, and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, 
Muscat, May 27, 1899, 


Tnelosure 7 in No. 89. 


Government of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 
(Confidential.) 
: Simla, July 8, 1899, 
TAM directed to reply to your letter dated the 12th June, 1809, forwarding 
a copy of a Memorandum in which Major Fagan. gives 78 of mn interview 
between himself and Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Amir of the Beni Rashib tribe, 

Tam to request you to inform Major Fagan that it i no part of his business to 
discuss with the tribes, or with their representatives, the possibibilities or prospects of 
rebellion against their Sovereign, to whom Major Fagan is himself accredited, Such 
proceedinss can do no good, and may involve the Government of India in serious 
responsibilit 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) H. DALY, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 


No, 40. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office. (Received July 29.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegrim 
from the Viceroy, dated the 20th July, regarding French eoaling facilities in Muveat, 

India Offices July 2), 1899. 


Taclosure in No. 40. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphie.) 
YOUR telegram of the 26th July, 
Meade is proceeding to-inorron to. Muscat, aud will revort by tel 


creck asked for by French. Twill telegraph my opinion ou learning *articulars from 
Meade. 





No, 1, 
Sir N. O'Conor "0 the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Ree 


(No. 362) 
My Lord, werapin, shuly 25, 
FROM the ascompanying extract from the * Servet” of the 20th inst 
furkish Admiralty appanaitly contemplates establishing naval stations at seve 
the Persian Gulf in c 4M naval officers, under the juri tion of the Maritime 
Prefect of Bussoral, 
1 have made inquiries on the subject, and learn that the proposal emanates from 
the Naval Commandant at Bussora, aud that the Minister of Marine hs placed two 
three rs at his disposal with a view to their appointment to such places 
on the Persian Gulf consi as jie thinks fit, 








AL 


proposal is no doubt made with a political object. At any rate, it is difficult 
0 discover any other reason for the appointment of Turkish nayal officers to places 
like El Bida and Katr, and it is more than probable that the officials will be incapable, 
salaries will be unpaid. 
Lhave, &e. 
signed) N. R. OCONOR. 


Tnelosute in No. 41. 
Extract from the * Servet” of July 20, 1899, 


; jee RAU'DE a décidé de eréer douze capitanats de port sur le littoral du golfe 
de Hassorah 


‘Tabrees, July 12, 1800, 
1 ILAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the copy of 

despatch I have this day addressed to. Her Majesty's M 
ject of the present visit fo Urumiah of M. 
uunnable objvets and likely effec 


ter at ‘Tehran on the 
ow, the Russian Consul-General, its 


Tha 
(Signed) BCIL G. WOOD. 


Tnclosire in No, 42. 


eral Wood to Sir M. Durand. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Talveez, July 12, 1899. 
I HAVE the honour to contin my telegram of yesterday’s date reporting the 
departure of M. Petrov, the Russian Constl-General, for Urumia 
gather, the main al Ani 
gation into the reality of the numbers i a Church, 
Which, secording to the list said to hav 
nount to 28,000; the laying of the 
n inquiry into. the ya 
in Uriumiah 

an Mission towards them, and which might lave ¢ 
occasion, to suunp reprisals, liad the popula on kept in wasonable hounds by 
the influence of pencetitl-minded Notables and Chiefs, with whom I am in constant and 
frienilly communication, for the general soo, 
cong! also umoured that Ml, Petrov will establish « Russian VieeConsilate in 
nin 

My Tussian colleague's visit to Mrumiah at this juncture, and in this season 
have only heen undertaken. with the object, ax 1 have hinted by telegean 
rawikening and stengtloningt the Orthodox Nestorians in th sgianee, and 


nissionaries, 


ing thoy fave seco (n rang anwong:the Mabieawedaus that hve Sasi them and 
pretext 

nail ron one of he Tay mewibiers of the Mission, when rover aliots were fied by hum in 

brought about rough & Seyi beiky Hieked by the til of u Horse belonging to the Mission. — 


ts hail erlanyed to tormoe beliefs when first ussian Mission returned to Russia: others have 
Drdkodos Chueh ot fetiee proteetion did ot follow their auherence, Seo 
Novi of October 18, 1894, inclosed to Purvign Office in hiv No, Sot Octobee 18, 1898, 


encouraging the faint-learted of the older creed to come forward and throw in their lot 
in with their converted brethren. 

The results whieh, Ufear, are likely to accrue from the success he will undoubtedly 
obtain, combined with the Hold and influence which the latest Mining Concession® 
granted to a n Syndicate wili afford his views, cannot but prove exceedingly 
eventful for this provineé—more especially if, and such a eoutingeney has been in, 
contemplation for some time, Russian influence should be augmented by the sudden 

of the much distressedt Armenians in the south-western districts, to the 
Orthodox Chure! 

Until the last year or so the members of the Ru sulate-Genoral openly 
admitted that if, on any pretext, they once brought in their “ Cossacks,” nothing would 
induce them to send them away again, There is now, however, as far as words are 
concerned, a silence on this sub cms, to my mind, owing to the eventualities 
I hiave just pointed ont, to be more ominous and dangerous than their former free 

ements. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 





No, 43. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received August 2, 
(Coniidential, 
iS 


(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


Inclosuire in No, 43. 
Commander Phillipps to Admirall 


(Velegraphie, Bushire, August 2, 1800, 7°12 a.at 
SERIOUS outhwak at Bushire, People objecting to plague operations, th 
Priests heading demonstration have asked lielp from ‘Tan 
ame with 3,000 men, 
ropeans concentrated at telegraph station and [? Reside 
m ship, station d by 0 
nip Pigeon” protecting Bushire Residency. — Her 
‘at Muscat, ordered to disk to await further orders. 





No. th 
Sir M. Durand to (he Marquess of Salishury.—(Received August 2.) 


(No. 16.) 

(Telegraphie.) 2. Gulahek, August 2, 1809. 
THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, with refe 
40 of the ISth shine, that disorder has broken owt in Bushire, 

Which have been attempted there to pre of pla 

otlier parts of Persia, I have been oblig the Resident permission to land 
ves fivin the gun-boats, and to bring in the infantry detachments from Charbar 

and Jask, if they should be necessary, I have given orders that our men should be 


1809, forwarded to Forvign Otee ia 


GW. 
‘No. & of July 6, 1899, forwarded to Foreign Office in, communication of 
same series date, aud No—U G. W. 


[1507 N 








AG 
uused only s0 far as is necessary for the protection of the life and property of British 
subjects, and have said that Eregard the enforcement of plague measures as a matter 
for the Persian Government, and that they should not interfere in it. 
‘The Governor of Bushire, in spite of the promises of the Persian Government, 
hout troops, and the disorder is due to this fact, and to the action of 
tain Mullahs and merchants, foremost among whom is the Head of the Company 
hy whom the il re issued. He is snid to be inciting the riotes 
siippi an) with food are being told that we wish to examine the women, 
and to buen the dead od that the plague has ceased, and last week we 
proposed to declare the port free from infection, but this was objected to by the 
Sanitary Board Here. If plague measures are to be enforced, it is the Resident's 
opinion that for the future they must be enfo y ourselves without. reference to 
the Persimns. ‘This, 1 consider, is not our bu: 
would not be practicable, If your Lordship would tell me what line of action you 
would wish mete adopt, Eshoild he much obliged, Quarantine measures put 
into our hands hy the Persian Government sine the beginning of the outbreak of the 
y, and wo have worked them with fair suecess, though with con- 
‘On the appearance of the plague in B i 
ernment professed to Haye sent instructions to the 
our doctors, in so far as the Medical Council here supported our recommendations; 


but practically nothing has been done, aud complaints ate bein il by the foreign 
doctors he Doctors have heen se 


Bushire, Kervnin 2%, aud other places 
Jf your Lordship agrees, T propose informing the Persian Government, and also 
the forvign, Representat fit should he novessan 
only. for giving advices, and for the carrying out of suc 
Persian ( cept, in so far as the 
means al our di ais for the rest the responsibility lies with the P 


over y ist justify itwlf to neighbouring countries if ellective steps are 
not taken 





»M, 


Sir M. Durand to tho Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received July 31.) 


(No. 47;) 
(Melographic.) Pe Gulahek, July 81, 1899. 

T HAVE the honour to state with reference to your Tordship's telozram No. 98, 
that the Sudrei-Azam will soon be back, and that T shall then be able to speak to his 
Highness, Am I right in understanding tliat the bank believes itself able to raise a 
Joan-on the terms proposed by your Lordship, and is willine to ma apt? 1 
Gud that the Manager, to whoin [have spoken confidentially, has no instructions to 
this effect, To is incline fo be doubtful as to whether the customs reventtes of the 
southern ports slone, Kerimanshah heing excluded, would suffice for the service of a 
Joan of 1,800,000, To also points ont that imports are divertel hy the present 
tonieney of tmde to the Kermanshah ronte from the Gulf ports, and he thinks that 
this fenieney may be secontunted if Kermanshah is exchiled from the loan arrange. 
ments. Tuhderstand, as regards the Commissioner, that he will simply receive the 
sum declared hy the Porsian Government to be the customs revenue of the ports, aud 
that he will possess no control over their collection. 





No. 46. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 


Foreign Office, August 2, 18: 
Your telegram No, £ of the Slst duly respecting the proposed 

Porsian Loan, 
When Gonton and the Chairman of the Tmperial Bank were consulted 
they stated that, in their opinion, it would be possible to raise a Toan on the security 


MT 


mentioned. We must, however, know the Sadr Azam’s opinion of the proposal before 
it is formally disevssed. ‘ 
a ciunesnren in the proposil to offer » loan to Russia on similar terms, 
whieh would be secured on the customs revenues of the Caspian port 
named by you is considerably in exeess of wliat the amount of eae oe 
collection of customs would not oni be under the control of the Commissioner, 
hut it would hecome necessary to have powers of investigation and control should the 
amount ry for the sexvive of the debt, and the 
Persian Governiuent fail to at once make up the deficit from other sources, 

‘The following és for your seeret information. 4 

We object for t ason to the arrangement including Kermanshal, Tt is not: 
our wish either to be called upon to oeeupy the Custom-house at Kermanshah ourselves 
or tosce Russia in occupation of it, 





No. 47. 


The Marquess of Silishury to Sir M. Durand. 


.) . 
zraphie.) P Foreign Office, August 2, 1809, 
HAVE receives your telegram No, 17 of the 2nd August, rekiting to (he plague 

ots at Bushire, . 

ree Lapprove the comimunieation you propose to make to. the Persian, Goverment, 

which appears to be quite judicious; hut to volunteer x similar intimation to for 

Goveruments, unless there isa special reason for so doing, does not appear to me to 

he necessary 5 3 
Whe Secretary of State for India will he consulted as to any further instructions: 

whieh it may he necessary to send you in regard to this matter, 





No. 48. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reevived: Auaust 4.) 


THE Und of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
ere y of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwands herewith, ion of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of Thidia Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the Gth July, regarding Koweit 
affairs. 
Inulin Office, August 3, 1899, 


Inclosive 1 in No. 48, 
Consul-General Mende (0 Consul Wratistar, 


Bushire, June 7, 1809. 
1 the receipt of your Confidential letter, dated the 2nd instant, 
T have the honour to her the matter mentioned therein was evi 
nieated to this offic ‘of any such report is fortheom 
was it reported to the Political Resident, Bagdad, or to Constantinople, and vw: 
reference to it ever made subsequently # ee as 
(Signed) M. J. MEADE 


Inclosure 2 in No. 48. 
Consul Wratislaw to Consil-General Mende. 
Sir, Basrahy June 9, 1899, 


IN reply to the question contained in your letter of the 7th instant, T have the 
honour to state that Lean find no record in my archives of the fact of Mubarik’s 
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recognition by the Sultan a 
Consulate neral at Bi 

Colonel Loch informs 1 
position, 


a of Koweit having been communicated to the 
lad or Constantinople, 


wever, that he was awan: of the Sheikh’s official 


_ Liave, &e. 
(Signed) A.C. WRATISLAW. 





No. 49. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received August 4.) 


MLE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

pie ny i ae ie aay en Affairs, ae by. direction of Lord Geo Hamilton, 

forwards herewith, for the in| ion of the Seer y of State, copy of elegram 

the View lated the Ist August, regarding Koweit i ES Sey Stee Ne 
India Office, August 3, 1899 


—————— 
Thelosure in No. 49. 


rd G, Hamilton to the Government of India. 


(Telegeaphie,) 
_ HER Majesty's Consul nt Basrah has. bee 
with ConsulsGeneral at Bushive, in ads 
vain at his 
thors requirin 


op 
s afecting Koweit, aud in ease of 
jovernment 





No. 50. 


‘The Marquess of Sutisbury to Mr. Herbert. 


(No. 108. Aftiea,) 
Sin, 

ON the 21st dune last the Prenely Ambassador m 
bad reached his Government that Major Rawan 
Ind stuszested to the Sultan that Hix Highness should onder the discontinuanes of the 
use of Prouch flags and papers by those of his subjects who hind. rwecived patents of 
French: protection for their dhows. and should commission a Trtish ship of war to 

ice with 


heir part 


jor Pagan as to the trath of this rier 
" 


ved from Major Fagan denying that he lins made av 
of the use of the French flag by Mu 


a cane Mat he has offered the Sultan the assistance of a British ship of war for 


You will, there 
has watched the French 
_ Hoe Majesty's Governn 
of Muiseat nll “onsil renewed protest 
of grauiting Froneh protection to these vessels, and tha: His Highn 
notice tn the inlabitants of Sur ealling upon them to return any flue whiel, th 


it Nave seecived from foreign Powers, and to revert to the tise of their former 
las. 


inform the Minister for Fore 


Copies of these papers are inelosedt herewith for your inforn 

Mev Majesiy’s Government would Ie glad to heax that the Sultan's representations 
have Hen favourably revived by the Breach Goverment, Twy: hid understood from 
4 note addressed by M. Ribot to the late Earl of Lytton on the20th November, 1801 
thar the prictice of granting the French flag to Suri dhaws would be entirely dis. 
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continued. An inquiry which 
M. Hanot ‘on the 16th Octobe 
the note, has remained without reply 
ee seems to Her Mi y defensible, as it 
in principle with the Government to respect, 
inn the independence of the f Muscat, and there eam be no doubt 
tlat the immunity from searehy and examination enjoyed by these means is in practice 
ous alment of acts of slave-tradin; 
Y cation to the French Government to this effect 
Tam, &e. 
Signed) SALISBURY. 


. Monson addressed by my instructions to 
sto whether this was not the meaning of 





No. 51, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received August 7.) 


381, 
wey Therapia, August 8, 1809, 
IN my despatch No. 362 of the 25th ultimo I forwarded an extract. from. the 
‘Turkish press from which it appeared that the Vurkish Admiralty contemplated 
establishing naval stations at several ports iu the Persian Gulf in charge of naval 
i 1 the Maritime Prefect of Bssor 
g extmets from the “Servet” and the 
purport to, give the names of the places selected for these stations. 
these two journ -al, and thers appears to, he some confusion as to the 
hotits of the place deseribed as Bl Kut in the * Monitcur Oriental,” and in the 
"as 
g to obtain more authentic information, 
F hiuve, & 
(Signed) » R. O'CONNOR, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 61 


Exiruet from the * Servet” of August 1, 1899, 


‘eréor de nouvelles capitaineries de port le long du Golfo Persique, & Fad 

gré A Bagdad, Kut-olcAmar, et Amavra ot Amanas sur 

para Jeet i Suh-oseh (Schujuek) ; aw confluent des dens flouves A Korna 5 

Yon se propose de transformer Ia Préfecture de Bassorah en Préfecture de port 

principal. On vent renforeer la flotille du Golfe, eomposée a cette heure dune 

cote du classe et de trois petits nue On. se propose, en outre, de réorganiser 

Compagnie Hluviale qui yrexiste, d'etablir de nouveaux mouillages, 

‘amdlioner age, et d'augmenter les communications avec le reste 
du pays. 


inclosure 2 in No. 51, 


Extract from the Monitewr Oriental” of July 80, 1899. 


feetures du port enéées dans le Vilayet de Bussorali, seront installées i 
- Golfe Porsique ; Bagdad ot 4 Kut-el-Amant, sur le ign’ 
ell-Cleyoukl, sur PEuplrate; & Korma, au confluent des deux 


La Préfecture du port de Bassorah sora Peéfocture eontrale, 
1a flotille du Golfe Persique, composée actucllement d'un croiscur de 3! classe et 
bitiments plus. pe La Compagnie de Navigation de 
Bassorahi sora réorganisée; de nouveaux ouvrages seront établis ot le service sera 
amélioré pour extension des communications, 
1557) o 
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Ta nomination du i 
a du View. nili Pacha au poste de Vali de Bassor 
trait A ces mesures qui ont été motivées par le projet de construction du Lieearie 


for Constantinople—Passarah nouveau Vali dev 
avo les (ibus plus ow moins nomads du aye, nT Met em rapport suivis 





Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Satisbury.—( Received August 7.) 


(No. 49,) 


(Molezraphiey —P, 
rap bene | Gulahek, August 7, 18 
nat Feforensb to my telogeun of the 2nd inant the TIRE of, Bectie 
it the rioting has come to.an end and that, for the presen is 
over, Nether buesjnckety nor troops ate heen Inadede we Presents the troubles 





No. 58. 


Sie M. Durand (0 the Marquess of Salisbury.—( Received: August 7 


(No. 50.) 
(Pelegraphi p, 
: CONST ER ADD activity hag heen shown Intely Uy the Rewemar hice 
Prince Dabiia, their Consul in fspahan, his cee air rete Ba ae 
tountsy, Mohunmerat, aud Bushies, in the later town he was ii fienily sek 
pit at saat Se Nolave Shi I Sti Toa of the Company which issues ‘Mega 

: ie lender in the roeent phusue riots, "0 ins Princ 
Pabiia declare on the: authority of the Hussinn doctor, that there nave trath fees 
fneounts of the plague in Rushire, whieh did not exist there. He refused to aubene os 
HO, uslish Quarontive officer at Mobamiierah, ‘The Russians have now dere 
Buishire, Shira, and Kerman ty of the Russians and French hay heen fret 
eomneted ny ho iltan, and ie seems to some extent at Gy 
jhussian Legation herw is particuluely friendly to us, the Russian Colonel of Cee ni 
poreerg conwany wh he Sale Asan, 4s hom the regiment has been increased 

,( A hen, hinents of these Persian Cossacks— Tuseian 
offears—have heen takion by the Intely appotited een cee 
{het peeves, hse bec fond Dy “that the of th 
(ells ine-that (he. Saal SSACHacrER EC ea serait 
Fel ne that the ; completely under Russian iniluenee, eb 
tou ye Bean Mi cat the Suez a Iely obtal flateie Ger eats 

/OVOL, -Aithough | do not think this trac, [have little dou! “Rus 
hanks are vow Tending small sums of money sine time 4 ie : aie ne eee 
‘ment has Intely renowed the Railway Agreement with Ris cakes 





No, Dt. 


it N.O'Conor ta the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received Auguat 8.) 
(Noe 108, Conipiereial) : 
My Lord, na 

WITH reterence 10 my despateh No, 104 of the 24th in 


transinit to your Lordship herewith eopy of Vl whic 
Dr. Dickson iilosin a cop Tecate! 


18th instant, whew the ques 
discuss 

Your Lordship will percei ? 
oan perceive that both the French and. ttalwy 
aires he nsclvvs anit the proposed measures, anil it is, therelond, hy 

i i a eae trom Dr. Dickson that, at a subseq Juent necting at the Hoard i ta the 

i, these proposals were accepted, MAI. Del eri baving, apparen rive 
2 Sat po ted, MAF. Delacour ani Zeri having, apparently, witiuee, 


HW would seem that after a discussion between the Sanitary Administration and 


Terapia, July 29, 1899, 
nt ave the honour to 
: ave recei 
OF the procsedings at the Bont of Health, an aie 
itary stations in the Pes fee 


Representatives 
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ates named (Dr. Dickson having received my instruction too late to attend) 
it was decided — 

1. To send a Sanitary doctor to Adjir to watch over tie coasts of the Nejd and take 
the necessary measures, besides keeping the Board informed as to the state of public health 
in those parts, 

‘To send a Sanitary officer (“préposé") to Katr and maintain those already at Koweit 
and Katif, these three officials to be under the orders of the doctor at Adjir. 

‘The proposals, therefore, amount to the appointment of one doctor at Adjir and one 
Sanitary olficial at Katr, and will probably be carried out so far as the actual departure of 
officers is concerned. But it is not likely that anything more will result from their 
mission, and if a further opportunity should he offered for discussion, the Italian Chargé 
Affaires will instruct the Italian Delegate to support Dr. Dickson in opposing any such 
measure 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 
Inclosttre 1 in No. 54, 
Dr, Dickson to Sir N. O?Conor, 


Sir, Constantinople, July 28, 1809. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency a certified extract of the. 
procés-rerbal of the Board of Health's sitting held on the 18th instant relating to the qu 
$f the establishment of quarantive stations along the Arabian shores of the Persian Gul 
amended in accordance with the wishes of the Turkish members of the Bourd, whi now 
maintaiy that 0 Sub-Committee (Commission) had been named by the Board to tike 
into consideration and propose the measures which are to be carried out alons: the shores 
of the Ned; hut that this was to have been done by the “Administration Sanitaire” 
with the aid of the British, French, and Italian Delesates, 

Tn reply to this contention, put forward by the ‘Turkish members of the Board, T beg 
to inclose herewith a letter written by Dr. Cozzonis on the 20th instant announcing the 
assembly of that Commission on the 22nd instant. 

Your Excellency’s instructions to ine dated the 23rd and 24th instant desiring me to 
attend this Commission” reached me too late to enable me to conform to them, 

Hy instant che Report drawn up by this conjoined body was. reud to 
the Board of Heulth and accepted hy it. 1 herewith inclose three copies of it, 

Ldeclited to the Bourd that 1 could not accept the proposals nde in this Report, 
fir the reusoris alzewiy given hy me, ani that 1 objected to the establishment of quarantine 

Koweit, Katif, Ajir, and 
ort confirms the proposals which had beew made in the * Projet de Theskére 
@ adresser par U'Adtinistration Senitaire au Grand Vizirat” (See my No, 64 of 1809) 
‘and which are now apparently accepted by the French and Italinn Delegates, who had 
raised objections to them ait first, 

1 will give your Excellency i certified extract of the provéseverbal of the 26th instant 

as soon as I have received it. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) B.D. DICKSOD 


Inclosure 2 in No, 
Extract from the Proces-verbal of the Sitting of the Board of Health, on July 6 (18), 1899. 
tant présents : 

Son Excellence Midhat Elfendiy Mees President : 

Leurs acellences Cozzonis Effendi, Khouchid Bey, Ahmed Bey, Dr, Vitalis Hitendi, 
Said Bey, Atif B:y, Loutti F 

MM. le Dr. Mordtmans, Dr. Hagel, Dr, de Hibsch, Dr, Gabuzzi, Dr, 
Dr, Delucour, Dr. Dickson, Dr. Ballilis, Dr. Zor, Dr. Stécoulis; Dr, Panayotr 
Bey, Dr, Karakanovsky 


LIORDRE du jour appelte ta discussion sur le service Sanitaire & établir sur la cdte 
du Nedjd, 
MM. PInspecteur=Général réméwore les considérations dé exposées & plus d'une 
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reprise au Conseil sur In nécessité de constituer ce service afin de sauvegarier le Nedja 
d'une contamination qui paratt probable.  L’Administratio qui avait éte 
charuée d'étudier la question dans ses détails, a Phonneur de proposer au Conseil 

1, La réouverture du lazaret d’Adjir od seraient regus les voiliers et caboteurs sujets 
A contumace, Le médecin de ce lazaret aurait en outre & surveiller la contrée pour 
informer de tout incident d'ordre sanitaire pouvant y survenie. 

2, Maintien des préposés et des gardes de Kouét et de Katif, et nomination d'un 
Préposé et d'un garde a Katar, Les attributions de ces. préposés sont ainsi défivies 
ceux dle Katar et de Katif repousseront sur Adjit et celui de Koust sur Bussorah tons 
Voiliers et caboteurs contamings. 

3, Les vapeurs, soit quiils anivent & Adjir, & Katar, & Katif ou & Kouét, seront 
invariublement repoussés de tous ces points sur Bassorah. 

M.le Dr. Delacour se déclate oppos . imports quel service 
Quaras e ou Sanitaire sur In céte du Nev Vexpérience, dit-il, nous a démontré la 

utilité de tel service, pour la répression des communications claudestines de pays 

& avec In dite edte, et les dépenses qu'on stimposerait pour sa réinstallatione + 
ar un lasaret comporte des constructions et des dispositifs colteux pour fonctionner 

‘ertuine effieacité—ces dépenses iraient en pure pert, ct dans Mtat wetuel de 
hos finances, surchargeraient le budget. dune maniére inquiétant 

Diautre part, on nignore pas que les conditions politiques de la contrée sont assex 
mal définies et ne peuvent conséqueument ¥ yarantir une itre part, 
Je comprendrais tout au plus la présence de nus méde edjd & seule fin de nous 
tenir an courant de ta situation sanitaire du pays, mais, je le répate, toute or 
quarantenaire sur cette cote est inadmissible, 

Devant un tel état de choses, couclut M. Velacour, la seule um: que est la 
fiike en quirantaine des provenanees du Nedjd, a Vinstar de celles de Bubrein, de 
Masente, et du littoral Persan du, Golfe Persique, 

Mole Délégué de Russie. cegrette Wetre Wane o inner cclle 
dle son colldgue de Kranee. Mon Ambassadeur, dit, A qui jai fait part du projet de 
VAdninisteation, a expriié tivis qu'un serview de quarantame ‘au Nedjd est indisy 
mone aw prix dew plus grands sacrifices. on sait dilleurs que le Gouvern 
Su Mijeni le Cra wintérese ihune fagon. toute nee av iMlanee sun 
Huts le Golfo Persique, a cause du danger appréhendé Wane invasion épiléurque ca 
Russi e Aussi, ni-je regu Vordro Winsister formicilement pour la création urgente de ce 
servi 

L'Honorable Said Bey V Administration ayant cone 
sideéré que le Nedjd r é A unie contamination des autres 
brovinces dle Empire, se voit obligée de soutenie ses. propositions qui sont, a ta rigueur, 
Hen tceeptubles, | En effet, in réouverture dix Itzarer d’Adjie n'exige pas une installation 
{lapenuicse, eo buawet nvnvant A rvevoir que des navics de petit enlotage changes poor 
{W plupart We edrdales ot autres deurées alimentaires destinges a la consi n des 
Nubitants di Nedjd e des troupes y tenant gurison. 

id Bey porise encore que ectte station quarantenaire b Adjir-avee les trois postes, 
de réputsion A Koust, Katif, et Katar, formeront un petit systéme de défense assez 
«pour empécher Vintroduction de In maladie au Ned, 
sondint ensuite i M. Delicour ay propasiti wettre In contrée A 
mine qui aid Bey objecte que cette mesure noffri he assurance relative, & 
fieins quinn w'établisse nussi paralldtement a ta quaraataine matitine, un cordon sanitaire 
le long iu tortitoire de a provinee pour en. empeel ie des caravities se rendant 
@ Tintériour, chose qui serait de ti vu le parcours immense de ce 
tortitoire, 
sont ae fe De. Zeri se tullic eatégoriquetont Ala manidre de your de M. le Dr. Delacour, en 
Female ee conditions topographiques et surtout elimatériques dela ebte dy Ned, 
0 le maluria, Fgne on toutes snisons, en rondent le séjour insupportable. Je n’en veux 
pour brcavey dit M. te Déléso€ d'Itulic, que le sort qui glut au personnel que nous 
avions envoys a Adjir, 3 le Kiatib Essud Effendi suce: vmba et le 
Dr, Nace, bravenent milade, dit avee ses eux: gurdes, non inoins Sprouvée, revere: 


Fmt 2S AOU tn clitnat aussi micurtrice qu'on obligerait les voyageurs a 
A moins qu'on n'entonde les condamnor davanes A une mort certaine. ~ 

Mle Delegud te adngltere ‘éelare we pouvoir $e prononeer sur les. propositions tort 

‘asives dle V Administration, tant que ces. propositions n'auront pas G6 formulées dune 

Thanidh conerdte et tant qu’en aura pas pr la position phique et tes condi 

Hons générales des localités destinées i Vinstallation des services en question. Dans. 
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tous les cas, ajoute M. le Dr. Dickson, la Commission instituée pour les mesures 
a prendre i Bassorah contre les provenances de VInde, aurait pu aussi stocouper de la 
question et donner son avis sar ce quill y aurait & faire comme défense quarantenaire au 
Nedjd. 

"Mt le Dr, Stécoulis appuie Ia demande de Thonorable préopinant tout en recon- 
haissant en principe l'utilité de Vétablissement. dun lazaret & Adjir pour y recevoir les 
navires de petit tonnage et surtont de Ia présence d'un mddecin' qui renseiguerait 
PAdiinistration sur la situation sunitaire dans le Nedjd. 

rcellence Midhat Effendi, apres avoir développé pro memorid les propositions 
steation et résumé les débats qu'elles ont provoqués, répond tour a tour aux 
de MM. Delacour, Zeri, et Dickson. 

Vexpérience, dit-il, n'a pas donné jusqu’d présent des résultats trés favorables & 
hos eestis d'une organisation quarantensire sur le littoral du Nedjd, il n'y pas lieu de 
sten décourager, ear tout commencement est difficile, Aujourdhui cette expérience no 
servira justement pour éviter les inconvénients du début: de plus, le Gouvernement nous 
préte aujourd'hui un plus large appui que par Je passé; deux croiseurs de I’Btat, se 
trouvent deja dans les eaux du Nedjd pour nous seconder en empéchant les débarquements 
clandestins sur la chte. lest impossible qu'on n'arrive pas ay anéantir In contrebande 
Sunitaire, mais on ne peut nier qu'elle serait réduite tres considérablement, Quant a la 
constitution politique de Ia contrée, il ne nous appartient de nous en occuper, Le elimat 
qu'on vient de qualifier de meurtrier, ne doit vraiment pas étre tel, puisque de nombreux 
étrangers, employés any diverses Administrations de I'Etat, sdjournent. depuis. assen 
longtemps au Nedjd sans en soutrir extraordinuirement, La position eéogeaphique ainsi 
que les conditions générales «los localités vi il est question d'installer notre. service ot 

'on nous a demandé de préciser, sont tort exactement indiquées dans Pouvrage magisteal 
Cuinet que nul vfignore. tn ce qui concerne entin les propositions faites par 
VAdininistration, il convient de rappeler qu’elles sont basées sur Pavis conforme préalablee 
ment mis par son Excellence le Vali de Bassorah et les Des. Cassim, Tzzedine, ot 
Moschides, dont In compétence ne saurait étre contestée, De plus, ces propositions sont 
trés conertes et, au risque de paraitee oiseux, nous les répétons : 

1, Réouverture du lazaret dAd) 

2. Création d'un poste se préposé Sanitaire & Katar, &e, ; 

3, Maintien des postes existants & Koudt et a Katif, 

En conséquence, Midhat Effendi pric le Conseil de se prononcer 

Aprds unv demitre discussion sans résultat, tes opposants maintenant leur manidre 
de voir, le Conseil prie MM. les Drs, Delacour, Zeri, et Dickson de vouloir bi n s'entendre 
avec I'Administration au sujet dune modification possible dans les propositions de eclle.c 
qui seraicnt présentées, ainss ameudées, & li séance prochuine, 

M, le Dr. Dickson demande que les points sur lesquels on est uppelé d délibérer 
soient précises de fagon a éviter tout malcutendu, autrement il ne pourra pus prendre part 
la réunion devant avoir lieu & 

Pour copie conforme 
c Le Seerétaire du Conseil, 

(Sigué), Da, HIRGOVICH, 

Constantinople, le 14 (26) Juillet, 1899. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 54, 
Dr. Cozzonis to Dr. Dickson, 


M, le Déléené, Constantinople, te 8 (20) Juillet, 1800. 
SAT Fhonneur de vous faire savoir que ta Commission chargée par le Conseil 
présenter les amendenients possibles au projet d'installation dun service Sanitai 
cOte du Nedjd, est pride de vouloir bien se réanir Samedi prochain, le 2¥ courant, & 
3 heures de Papres-midi, 
Veuillez, &e. 
LInspecteur-Général, 
(Signé) Dx. GOZZONIS. 





BA 
Inclosure 4 in No. 54, 


Report on the Installation of a Sanitary, Service in the Littoral of the Nedjd, presented at 
the Sitting of the Sanitary Board of 'Tealth, uly 13 (25), 1809. 


CONFORMEMENT & In décision prise par le Conse ire de Santé ei) sa. 
demidre séance, VAdministration a procéle Aun écha jeurs entre 
MIM, les Délégués 6 qui ont bien voulu so rendre & son invitation, & la suite 
Auguel elle a ern de ct le premier projet proposé par elle pour 'orgunisation 
dian service Sanitaire sur le hittoral du Neda. 

ssion a fait ressortir les difficultés presque insurmontables auxquelles on se 

it actuellement ¢ un service Synitaire complet 

jon quitrantensire; mais elle a fait reconnattre importance de la protection 

sanitaire du littoral du Nedjd et Curgence d’étudier sur tes lieux, et sans plus tarder, les 

conditions détaillées d'un servi tif destiné A assurer cette ‘protection. En consé- 

quence, Administration « Mhonneur de soumettr: an Conseil Supérienr de Santé les 
propositions suivantes s— 

1. Envoyer sur ta cote du Nedjd un médecin Sanitaire avec résidence A Adjir, Ce 
méd¢cin aura pour mission de surveiller tes arrivages contaminés sur Ii cdte environnante, 
et de prendre, le eas échéant, les mesures @urgence qu'il jugera les plus efficaces en méme 
temps que compatibles avee les moyens mis & sw dispositi 

Ti dovra tenir Administration au courant par des rapports rézuliers de Vtat de la santé 
publique dans ta contrée comme aussi de tout incident se rapportant a la situation 
anitiire, 

Tl procédern i une étude complete ct détaillée des diverses con 
Ned en vue de Porgunisation ultéricute sur ge littoral d'un service 1 
Quarantenaire. 

2 Un prépast Snitair ye A Cit, Les préposes des ports de Kous 
de Katif seront muintenus. Ces trois postes seront plueés sous la direction duu mede 
résiddent «Adin 





No. 55. 


India Office to Foreign Opfice—(Received August 8.) 


TILL, Unde rotary of State for India py 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy dire 
forwanls lierowith, for the information of th ary of State, copy of inclostires in 
Government of India Foreign Sceretary’s letter, dated the 18th August, respecting: 
Persian Gulf AMfairs. 

India Office, August 5, 1999, 


Inelosure 1 in No. 55, 


Katrnct from the Secret Diary of the Political Agent at Muscat, dated the Vth June, 1899, 


KR TROEPPAN fue diary, dated the 16th March, 1899) arrived here 
(Muscat) by mail from Bunder Abbas on the tith instant. ‘This individual is reported 
that he had seen a letter sent from Tehran to the Governor of Bund 
infon nv that that place was about to be leased to the Russians, and that 
wv Russian Commissioner, or other hizh official, was about to arrive at Bunder Abbas 
to arrange matters locally, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 


Betract fram the Divry of the Resident in the Persian Gulf for the week ending 
the 25th June, 1899, 


___TIEB Russian Consul at Lepahan landed en rowe for Karun, and is in qu: 
for ton da; 


Mohcinmerah, June 14, 1899, 





55 
No. 56. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received August 8.) 


Admiralty, August 8, 1899. 
WITH reference to Admiralty lettor of the 2nd instant, Tam commanded by my 
Lonils Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, forthe information of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affuirs, the decode of a telegram, dated the 7th August, from the 
Senior Oficer, Persian, Gulf, relative to the recent disturbanee at Bushire, 
A similar letter has been addressed to the India Office. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure in No. 56. 


Commander Phillipps to Admiralty. 


(Tetezraphic,) Bushire, August 7, 1809, 8.59 ¥ 
DISPURBANC) r restored at Bushire. Purpose avviving at 
Muscat, 10th August, with Resident in “Sphinx.” “ Pigeon” remains at Burhire, 





No. 57. 


M, Durand to tho Marquess of Sulishury.—( Received August 8.) 


Gulhek, August 8, 1809, 
nt of yesterday. 

lent reports thit Prince Dabija, Russinn Consul at Tspabin, personally 
informed the British Assistant Surgeon in charge of the quarantine arrangements, at 
Mohammerah that he refused to remain there for the period of ton days fixed in the 
As the Surgeon had no armed force, and the Russian an escort of two 
armed Cossivks, he was allowed to proceed to Shuster on board the Shah's launch, 
giving a pledge to finish the period of quarantine on the river on boned: ship. 
‘Phere is no doubt this action Is had a bad effect on Persians, T do not know 
whether your Lonlship will think it sufficiently serious to warrant reference to, 

St. Petersburgh. Prince Dahija’s hehaviour at Spahan and elsewhere is said to 

inded, and to greatly impress the native population, 





No. 58. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received August 9.) 


Sir, India Office, August 9, 1899. 
WITH reterence to your lever of the 22nd July last, 1am directed by Lord George 
Hamilton to inclose copies of telegrams which have passed between his Lordship ancl the 
Viceroy on the subject of the French proposal to establish their coal depot in the bay of 
Riyam, in the neighbouthord of Muscat: 
~ Lond Salisbury will observe that Major Fagan, reports that Riyaw Cove is outside of 
Muscat Harbour, coulii be easily fortified, and is in a favoutable position for eorumai ding 
the entrance to Muttra Harbour. 
a of which Major Fagan was 
‘eeroy of the 
overiment could not acquiesce, 
nd the Vieeroy slepre of the position whieh has been taken up by: 
fe Government of India under instructions from Her Majesty's Government. In this 
view Lord George Hamilton concurs, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY, 


1 of June 3 (gy. 2) veut tothe Foreign Offen, July 17, 1899, 
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Tnelosure 1 in No, 58. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) India Office, July 25, 1899. 


YOUR telegram of tho rd Juni 

French Ambassa i Government would not give its larger 
shed, either of the s possession would be inadequate for wants, He 
asks for. creck distant halamile, the creck of Riyam or Rujam. Have you any 
“observations 2 ‘ 


re 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 58. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(elographic,) uly 2 
YOUR teleyrain of the 25th Juty, ee. 
Mende ik proceeding to-morrow to Muscat, will report. by telegram as to 


greek aakell for by. French, Twill telegraph my opinion on learning. particulars Irons 


ee 
Inclosure 3 in No, 58. 
Government of Tudin to Lord G. Hamition, 


phic) hugust 6, 189 
MY telexram of the 20th J eae 


Fan tle as, detained Bushire by plague question, and has not yet visited Muscat, 
ian reports that Freuely contention that there is not sufficient room for them at 


Makulla ts contrary to all tuets, aud that at lite trouble and expense they could have 


nie sized conl-shoids at Makullaas we have. n is inhabited cove between Muscat 
id Muttra, Th is favourite summer anc rench Suri dows, but it is exposed 
to northiowest winds prevailing during winter, and consequently quite unsuitable for eoal 
bt, though position is favourable for cons Mattra Harbour, and 

wild be easily fortified. Rayan adds decision of Hler Majesty's Governinent not ae 
illow any site outside Muscat’ Harbour tor French coal depot is g a, and 
it be maintained. 1 would further observe ¢ > aurrangement 

Hugarsted object of which is very transparent, is not in accordance with proposal made by 
the Mrench Ambussndor iu his interview Sauiderson on 18th Apr with the 
\mbussador's letter to Lord Salisbury of May. and it is quite inconsistent with eom- 
munication made to the Sultan ay directed by your telegram of the tnd June. | consider 
We shoul insist on coating station being inside Museat Harhour, and I urgently deprecate 
any further withdrawal from position which, wader instructious, more thi once repeated 
fron Her siajesty’s Goverment, we have taken ap, aa 





No. 59, 
Sir M, Duranid to the Marquess of Salisbury (Received August 9.) 
ne 52. 
‘elexraphic.) DP. lahek, August 9, 18 
T MENTIONED in my telogram of the day before yestontay the fhenily elec ans 

subsisting between the Russians and the Head of the Bushite Trading Comping, which 

ites lea a nt of the Imperial Bank at Shiraz reports: that he 
thas Neon told by the Head of the Shiraz Trading’ Company that the baal 
liad hoon referred to the Russian Legation here, wie 
notes by Persian Danks. In my opinion. the Ri sare Supporti 


Governinent in this matter, which makes it the more important f 
of view to maintain the rights of the Bank. Pees nce ye 
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». 60. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received August 10.) 


Sir, India Office, August 10, 1899. 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 3rd instant on the subject of the recent disorders at Bushire. 

T am to inclose copies of his Lordship's telegram to the Viceroy dated the 4th 
August, and of the Viceroy’s reply, dated the Sth August, und to refer to the telegram 
dated the 7th August from the Senior Officer in the Persian Gulf to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty, a copy of which has been sent to the Foreign Office, 

You will observe that, if the distarbances had continued, and if the Persian authorities 
were unable to maintain order, his Lordship intended to suggest that the naval force should 
be called in to assist, but that there is now no likelihood that any such help will be 


jired.. 
Bs Tam, &. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 60. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, August 4, 1899, 
“PLAGUE disorders at Bosbire. eee 
Durand has authorized landing men from our gun-boats and sending for Jask and 
Charbar detachments, if necessary, for protection of lives and property of British subjects, 
He has been authorized to warn Persian Goveroment that we ure responsible only for 
ving advice in matter of plaxue and for carrying out sanitary measures accepted by 
ersian Government only so far as Persian Goverument places means at our disposal, but 
Persian Government is responsible for the rest, and must, if it fails, justify iteclt to 
neighbouring countries. Lord Salisbu observations. I propose to suggest 
that, if public peace cannot be maintained by Persian Government at Bushire, naval force 
should be called in to assist, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 60. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 


(elegraphic.) August 5, 1899. 
YOUR Secret telezeam of the ath August. 
Meade telegraphed yesterday that he thinks disturbance at Bushire will soon be over, 
and that there will be no necessity to increase force. We have authorized him to use 
discretion in case of further outbreak, 


No, 61. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received August 10.) 


Sir, India Office, August 10, 1899. 
REVERTING to your letter dated the 28rd June las, inclosing n copy of a despatch, 
No, 214, dated the 21st June, addrossed to Mr. Herbert, {/am directed by the Secretary of 
State for India to inclose a copy of Major Fagan's Report, No, 310, addressed to ‘the 
Government of India, with inclosures. It will be observed that His Highness the Sulti 
is unwilling to make any alteration in the direction of adopting a distinctive flag. for bi 
subjects. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) . GODLEY. 
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Tnclosure 1 in No, 61. 


Consul Fagan to Government of India. 


Sir, Muscat, July 1, 1899, 

T HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of India, copy 
of a letter of to-day’s date, with inclosures, which I have addressed to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf’ on the subject of distinetive flag for Muscat, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) C. G. F. FAGAN, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 61. 


Consul Fagan to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Sir, Museat, July 1, 1899, 
WITH reference to your indorsement of the 26th June last, forwarding copy of a 
letter dated the 3rd June from the Government of India, Foreign Departinent, to. your 
address, regarding the advice to be given to the Sultan to adopt a distinctive flag, T have 
the honour to forward, for your information, copy of my letter to the Sultan on this 
subject andl a translation of his reply thereto, from which it will be seen that His Highness 
declines to. be guided vice of the Governnient of India in this matter, 
‘The fact that ‘on this subject to the Sultan bears an anterior date to your 
nent under due to the fact that a copy of the letter No. 796 from the 
ment of India was forwarded to se direct, and the instructions contained therein 
at once carried out in anticipation of your orders, 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) , G, F. PAGAN. 
Inclosure 9 in No. 61. 
Consul Fagan to the Sultan of Muscat. 


(After compliments.) Miseal, June 17, 1809 (8 Safar, 1317). 

YOUR Highness will remember that on the Ist April last (10th Dil Kanada, 1818) 
I had the pleasure of calling on your Highness to convey you the advice of the 
Government of India that your Highness should adopt a distinctive fag for the Muscat 
State. 

2. Your Highness inquired from me whether similar advice had been given to the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, but I was unable to enlighten. your. Hi on this pr 
Highness then promised to ive the matter your attention, and when the Jenebeh 
to their homes your Highness proposed to consult them as to their wishes and give 
definite reply. “The Jenebel have, T understand, now all recurned to their homes at Sur, 
and T shall estecin it a fuwour, therefore, if your Highness will favour me as soon ne 

nite reply as to whether it is your Highness’ intention to adopt the 
of the Government of India, 
‘To assist your Highness in artivin at a sound conetusi 

T have now been directed by my high Government to explai E88 
that in advising you to preseribe on vour Highness’ subjects the use of « distinctive flag, 
the sole object of the Government of India is to avoid the embarrassment which his beer 
tr auty be enused through the use by Muscat subjects of the flag oF popers of another 
Power, 

‘The institution of w distinctive flag will clearly serve to emphasize and preserve the 
integrity of vour Highness’ sovereign rights over your own subjects. 

4 The analogy of Zanzibar is one to which (in the opinion of my high Goverament) 
Your Highness would be ill-advised to ap 

4 nder x British Protectorate, and the cireumstances are not 
parallel to t t. Your Highness should sve in the recominendation of the use 
of distinctive flag 4 recognition wf your position, which your Highness would do well to 
accept, 

Accept, &e. 
C. GB. FAGAN 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 61. 


The Sultan of Muscat to Consul Fagan, 

(Translation.) . 
(After compliments.) 21 Safar, 1817 4. W. (June 80, 1899), 

YOUR esteemed letter has arriveed, and your friend has understood what you have 
mentioned in regard to your suggestion about changing our original flag. Know that 
when I mentioned to you about. the coming of the Jenebeh, it was not my intention, as 
You understood, T did not intend consulting them or any other tribe in the matter of the 
Hag, for it cannot at all be changed. ‘The Arabs have sclected it sitice they have been in 
Onian in ancient times, for the flag is, in the opinion of the Arabs and others, one of the 
‘most important things, whilst the changing of it is against rules, and our saying so is not 
nposeil to any right opinion, ‘This country is independent in itself, as is well known, s0 
that you may comprehend 

you always remain well, and salnams, 





No. 62, 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 
(No. 26.) 
(Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, August 10, 1800, 

WITH reference to vour telegrams Nos, 46 and 52, relating to issue of hank-notes, 
Tam in consultation with the Law Officers as to the extent of the legal rights of the 
Bank of Persia, shout which Iam somewhat doubtful 

As soon as I receive their report I will send you instructions, 
a ee 

No, 63. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 
(No. 27.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Aupust 10, 1899. 

T HAVE received your telegram No. 51, regarding the quarmntine at Mohammerah 
and other Southern Porsinn ports, T do not quite understand the arrangoments made, 
but T presume the Persian authorities enforce them on the aivieo amit with the help 
of English doctors. ‘The authority exercised must devolve from the Persian Adminis 
tration in any ease. 

A remonstranco against the refusal of the Russian Consul to submit to tho 
Regulations must, it seoms clear, come from the Persian Govornment inthe. first 
‘instance. 





No. G4, 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir E, Monson, 


Foreign Office, August 10, 1899, 

renee to my despatch No, 251 of the 19th ultimo, I fransmit to your 

Excellency herewith a copy of a letter from the India Office* on tho subject of the 

proposal of the French Government to establish a eoal depét in the Bay of Rizam in 
the neighbourhood of Museat. 

T have informed the French Minister this day that a telegram has beon received 
from the Government of India in regard to this proposal, and that it has been found 
that there are serious objections to the choice of the site in the Gulf of Rizam, as ib 
has an important stratexie position as regards the harkour of Muscat. 

But, T the third English coal shed already offered to the French Govern- 
ment could ht expenditure be made as Iai us the first English store, 

rance would then be in a precisely similar position. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 65. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Offize, August 10, 1800. 

" T HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 9th instant, 
inclosing copies of telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy of Iudia on the 
subject of the proposal of the French Government to establish a coal depot in the 

‘ujam, in the neighbourhood of Muscat. ; 
See ran voltacine on due” ReoraseinncoCe orl George Hamilton, a copy of a 
despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris," recording communication which 
ont Salisbury has made this day to the French Minister in London on the subject 
am, &, 
(Signed) P, H. VILLIERS. 





No, 66. 
Consul-General Wood to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 12.) 


ane se _ Tabrees, July 27, 1899, 
*“T HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, the eopy of a 
dospateh Ihave thin day adres Hl Majesty's Minister at Nehran on the subjet of 
tho arrival of the new Governor-General for Azerbaijan, the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, an 
tho measures taken for the goneral public good by his Excellency. 
Lhave, &. 
(Signed) CECLL G. WOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 66, 
Cousul-General Wood to Sir M, Durand. 


Tabreez, July 27, 1899. 
zini-es-Sultanch, our new Governor-General, having arrived and taken 
possession of his post, I think a few remarks with regard to this ovent, as well as to 
the meastures taken by his Exeolleney to strengthen his position and to carry out the 
fos of his charge, will not be out of place. 
PN sucttea Niorig fs Amro iN ease Sellanoh nl apne ih) epee 
ilities of the Governor-Generalship of the province under the strongest pressure put 
upon him by the central authorities. Tt is a difficult post for a timid man or one of 
little wealth and infhuer ‘his is, however, not the case apparently with our new 
Governor-General, but he, even, only accepted it, according to report, on certain clear 
conditions the principal gouttion being, ax far as T can gather, the absence of the 
Meir Apparent for a few months from ‘fal brees. 
Aw Tis Truperial Tighnoss is said on goot authority to have had hopes of 
obtaining the active government of this province, and had already made arran 
for 1 more regular and cheaper distribution of wheat to the public, and had also 
appointed his favourites and friends to the most important publie offices, the intrigues 
which vere set on foot to disgust the coming Govemor.General and to indus 
return to lchran were many and complicated, hints of danger to his life even 
thrown out. ate 
It is true that during this time the population benelited by the measures taken by 
the Valiahd for their good, but they seemed somehow to apprekond that the tardy 
Denelits tiey- were enjoying would ‘not long survive the actual nomination of His 
iess to the ae 
fhness to the 9 ee 
reports of 
‘on the way, and thus reduce the 
him, steps which naturally captivated the 
favour of the masses. 
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His Tmporial Highness’ intentions and efforts were, therefore, stayed and diverted 
% well as soothed by the presentation of the “Nishani Kuds” ‘sent to him by the 
Shah. 

There is little doubt had His Imperial Highness been intrusted with the 
government of this provinee, aided and led as he would have beon by his favourites 
and parasites, we should have soon been reduced to worse straits than we had been 
subjected to during the latter part of the Emir Nizam’s rule 

‘The Nizam-es-Sultanch is turning his attention strietly to the grain. supply 
question, and is fairly succeeding in his efforis. He has also taken steps to revoke 
several functionaries and punish evil-doors. ‘Tho late Boglerbesgy, the Zaflires- 
Sultaneh, who went out of town to welcome the Governor-General, was politely but 
firmly ordered to continue there and then on the road to Tehran, 

‘The Zahir Eddivan, the Valiahd's Chamberlain, who had been invested with 
several public offiees, was given up by the Prince at the deinand of the Nizam-os. 
Soltanch, although he had actually taken refuge. in the Puvegs stables, hitherto 
considered an inviolable asylum or refuge, and has been sent under arrest to Ardebil, 
‘The Naghib, or Chief of the Seyids, who had been allowed to return from oxile to 
Tabrevz, having been caught intervening in the bread question, was seized at night 
and also forwarded to Ardebil 

His Imperial Highness the Valiahd has left the town for the Schand districts, 
whence it is said he will proceed to Tehran, 

‘The new Boglerbeggy is Samat Khan Hadji Said-ul-Mulk, who was Governor of 
Soujboulak in the Emir Nizam's time, and in whose favour Thad on one occasion 
appealed to your Excellency, is a fairly good man, and what is of greater account here 
is of a determined and just character, He has been appointed without boing called 
upon for the usual presents or tribute in cash which is usually exacted on app 
in Persia, so that there is some probability of his earrying out his duties without too 
great oppression or avidity. 

T have had two formal interviews Nizam-es-Sultanch, during which 

Excellency a few hints concerning the situation and general efrenmstances, 
such as [thought my experience in these parts fairly warranted, and 1 also. advised 
his Excellency that.a bold aud determined front would soon bring the fruo character 
of the Azerbaijan lion to light, 

His Excolleney thanked me for my words, and expressed the desire that L should 
continue to a the benefit of my knowledge and experience, which, as he had 
already heant, were alwavs used for the public good. 

T haye, &e. 
wit) CECIL @. Woop, 





No, 67, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received August 14.) 


(No, 116, Commercial.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 5, 1899, 

EN continuation of my despatch No, 108, Commercial, of the 29th ultimo, I have the 
honour to transinit to your Lordship herewith copy of a further Report addressed to me 
by Dr. Dickson, inclosing the Minutes of the Board of Health on the 25th July lust, 

From this document your Lordship will perceive that Dr. Dickson based lis refusal 
to accept the proposals beiore the Board (ie, of sending Sanitary officals to Adjit and 
Katr) on the ground that the authority of such officials was not recognized, und he warned 
the Board that they could uot name health officers to other points on the coast of the 
Persian Gulf on account of the engagements between the Incal Chiefs and Her Majesty's 
Government, who would not allow any foreign interference whatever in those putts, 

‘This provoked the President to reply to the effect that the points mised. by the 
British Delegate were of political nature, which could only properly be submitted to 
the Sublime Porte, but that it was officially. recognized that the No 
territory. 

‘This contention, as your Lordship will observe, was at once supported by the Russian 
Delegate. 

In his despatch forwarding this. procés-verbal Dr. Dickson suggests that it. might 
sable to represent to the Foreign Minister. the irregularity of the Sauitan 
ration in suggesting to the Board, under which it is placed, the measures whic 

[1557] R 


sid was Ottoman 
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are to be adopted by that body. Tdo not, however, think it would be advisable to bring 
the inattor te the notice of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and I consider it would bave 
boon well had Dr, Dicton abstained from waking weategnril satnent went 
ieyond his instructions, copy of which vias forwarded to Lordship in roy des 
No. 99, Commers of the 17th ultimo. Sea erey Od ear 
1 have justructed Dr. Dickson to confine his remarks for the future to a general 
stitement that the proposals respecting the sanitary arrangements in the Persian Gulf do 
hot meet the views of Her Majesty’s Government, and cansot be eutortsined by them, 
Whatever arguments may be put forward by the Ottoman Delegates in favour of these 
cs from a sanitary point of view, I have little doubt that their main object i 
mi Turkish sovereignty over the coast of the Persian Gulf 
imprabible that aay effective arrangements will beamade, and 1 presumethat Her 
Governinent will not be inclined to allow ‘Curkish ships to interfere with British vessels 
and down the coast, 
_— Thave, &e, 
(Signed) 'N, R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 67. 


Dr. Dickson to Sir N. O'Conov, 
(No. 80.) 
Sir, a Constantinople, August 4, 1899. 

IN continuation of my last report | have now the honour of transmitting to your 
Excell extract of the procés-cerbat of the Board of Health's sitting held on 


‘0 the establishment of quarantine stations along the Arabian 


the 26th instant, relat 
shore of the Persian Gulf. 
‘On receiving this document from the Board of Health Protocolist, 1 went to the 
‘lth Departinent aud requested him to insert in the polyseaphod inctosure (‘de 
JTostullation d'un Service Santtaire sur te Littoral du Ned") the names of the persons who 
drow ap that Report objected to do this, and on my insisting on it, he referred my 


request (o Midhat fffendi, Vieo-President of the Board of F 1, aud to Cozzonis Effendi, 
Tipe Jeneral of the Sanitary Service, who refused to allow those names to be 
aulded to that Report, Lintend, therefore, to bring the matter before the Board of Health 
ext 2 ‘In the wieanwbile T toke the liberty of susgesting the advisability of your 
0 to Tewfik Pasha—President of the Board of Health— 

against this inode of conducting sanitary qu ya selfsereated hody styling. itself 
iP Administration Sauitaite,” and who refuses to make Known of whom itis composed. 

Lhave, &e. 

st) D, DICKSON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 67, 


Betracl from the Procée-verbal of the Sitting of the Board of Health, on July 133 (25), 
1899. 


Rtaient présents : 


Son Excellence Midhat Effendi, Vice-Président, 

Letts Excellences Cozzonis Effendi, Hourehid Bey, Abmed Bey, Dr. Vitalis Eafendi, 
Said Bey, Dr. Loutfi Bey, Arif Bey. 

MM. lo Dr. Mordtmann, Dr. Hagel, Dr, Gabuzzi, Dr. Zaritziano, Dr. Delucour, 
Dr, Dickson, Dr. Zeri, Dr. St&koulis, Dr. Panayote Bey, Dr. Karacanensky. 


M. LE DR, STIEPOYICH, Secrétuire, donne lecture du Rapport suivant: De 
Installation d'un Serview Sanitaire sur le Littoral du Nedjd; 18 (25) Juillet, 1899 (voir 
Annexe). 

MM, le Délgué Angleterre trouve que les propositions faites aujourdhui par 
WAdninistration ne i quant au foud, de celles, qu’clle avait forwulé 
Gans son projet prseddent, Or, ajoutertal si Administration entend faire adopter ay 
‘Council ces propositions, je déelure ue pus y souscrire pour ma part. Il vient d'etre dit 
quill existe des préposé’s Sanit 3 sur certatus points du littoral da Nedjd, Or 
Hayitorité effective de ees préposé de et j'nvise le Conseil qu’il ne peut ea nommer 
@autrea sur autres points du littoral susdit, vi les eugagements passés entre quelques 
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Chefs de lacontrée et le Gouvernement Britannique, qui ne saurait-y permettre uneingérence 
@trangére queleonque, 

‘Kons ‘ignorons, répond ML le Président, semblables détails, et nous n’avons pas 
qualité de les discuter, Par contre, il est officiellement notoire que Je Nedjd est possession 
Gticmane ; partant nous nous reconnaissons le droit, et_ nous avons surtout le devolr dy 
ucla a Service Sanitaire Ottoman, S'il sven est pas ainsi, 'Ambassade de Sa Majesté 
ettannique réclamera sans doute auprés de In Sublime Porte; mais je le réptte, cst Ik 
‘une considération d'ordre diplomatique 4 laquelle il ne convient pas de nous arréter et qui 
he saurait influer sur la décision que le Conseil est appelé A prendre, 

Said Bey appuie en tous points la céelaration de M. le Président ot abonde en son 
sens. 

M. le Délégué de Russie: Nous savons que les teretoires connus sous Yenom de edte 
de Nedja apperticanent exclusvement & la Turquie et nous ne reconnaissons pas d'autre 
qe wwerincté sur ces territoires que celle de Sa Majesté I'Empereur des Ottomans, 
Par conséquent aucun motif n’empéche le Conseil’ qadopter les propositions de 
PAdministration. 

ML le Délegué de Perse dit, & son tour, que le Conseil est & méme de décider Iibrement 

astallation au Nedjd du service en question, aprés les déclarations venant d’otre fates par 

je Président au nom de |'Administrati 

‘Le Conseil approuve le Rapport ci-dessus de TAdministration, dont, la teneur sera 
communiqué i la Sublime Porte, Ce Rapport sera, en outre, polysraphig et distribué 
MM. les membres. 

M. lo Délégué leterre oppose derechet et formellement  Vaceeptation des 
propositions susénonetes de I Administration. 





No. 6 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Rectived August V4.) 


HE Under-Secretary of State, 
Scerotary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
forwards herewith, for the 
from the Viceroy, dated the 12th J 

India Office, August 14, 1899. 


SS 


Inclosure in No. 68, 
Government of Initia to Lord George Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) August 12, 1899. 
ALY telezram of the 6th August. : 
We tee sonding you by next mail full report by Fagan on Tivam, amplifying 
Ff iia encima tn auove telogram, There is Uttle differonce between Bundor 
seetrand Riyam, both conflicting with arrangement mado with French Ambassador, 
oth ‘being unsuitable for coat depot, and both being desired for ulterior objects, 





No, 69. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received August 15.) 


‘DHE Unier-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to. the 
Secretary of Stale for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hanflor 
forwards herewith, for the information ‘of the Sceretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
aren per of India Forsign Seerctary’s eter, dated the 27th July, respecting, plague 
precautions at Bah 

India Offce, August 14, 1809. 


ee SS 





Gt 
Inelosure 1 in No, 69. 


Tiewtenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic,) 
YOUR telegram of the Ist July: Babrein, 
Tn reply to reference Sheikh writes that he is carrying out preventive measures 
properly himself, and is adverse to presence of English medical officer, because his people 
object, and believe our doctor, instead of preventing, will introduce plague which they 
have not cradieated in India. Sheikh has sent Petition to this effect with some fifty scals 
‘anid signatures, ‘ 
cause of disinelination is advice of French and ‘Turks, who tell 
are only working to establish ourselves in Bahrein, Under existi reer 
whether medical officer should be sent to Babrein unless 
there. ‘This would be inconvenient just at present, and I think it will be better to do 
pothing til the Goverment cau send Political officer to. Bahrein. In the meantime 
ieikh might be told that Government of India regret ice his disinclination fo 
arrangement for the good of Babrein, SEE Nets RRA ee 


Bushire, July 16, 1899, 


Unclosure 2 in No, 69, 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(elegenphic.) ‘Simla, July 20, 1899, 
TOW and by whom is Turkish and still more French advice consinunieated to Sheikh 
of Bahrein? 


Tnclosure 8 in No, 69, 


Lieulenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(rotegre phic.) 
FOUR clegram of the 20th July. 


Bushire, July 21, 1899, 


Frenchman Goguyer speaks Arabic fluently, and has had numerous interviews wit 

Sheikh, and he has confidential Munshi Sherida, Mahomed Abdul Wahab, raced 
Turkish Resident, Bahrein, has for some time been Sheik’s most influential adviser and 
the opponent of our Agent. I cannot say whether, or to what extent, these persons 


illy duthorized to forward the interests of their Governmer 
wre octal ments. Both profess to 





No. 70. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India f i 

der-Seeretary 9 ; presents his compliments to tl 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afurs, and, by direction, of Lord, Geowee, Haiven 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a Secret despatch 


to the Government of India, dater R . js 
Mee Government of India, dated the 11th August, and inclosure,® respecting Muscat 


India Office, August 14, 1809. 
————— 


Tnelosure in No. 70. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Governm li 
(Secret,) ‘on to Government of India. 


My Lard, i 
y Lard, India Office, August 11, 1899. 
WITH reference to the letter from your Exclleney’s Goverment of the an pene 
last, regarding Muscat affairs, I forward, for your information, copy of a letter which 1 
have caused to be addressed to the Foreign Ofice,t on the subject of ‘Major Fagan's 


* Tnclonure already printed, Dated July 11, 1899, 
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representations to the Sultan, relative to the conditions on which the French Government 
might obtain a coaling station, 

2. The question of withholding or continuing the subsidy to the Sultan of Muscat, 
which is referred to in the second paragraph of your letter under reply, is one which must 
be left to the discretion of your Excellency’s Government, I may obscrve, nevertheless, 
that since it is for the interest of the British Government to re-establish a good under- 
standing with the Ruler of Muscat, in order that he may willingly defer, in future, to the 
advice of your Excellency's Government, and may be thus the less accessible to other 
influences, I'am disposed to the opinion that these ends would be better promoted by an 
early resumption of the payment than by the course of policy which appears to be 
indicated by Colonel Meade’s letter. 

8. It is possible that the arrival at Muscat of the new Political Agent would be a 
good opportunity for announcing this concession to the Sultan. 

T have, Xe. 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 





No, 71. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received August 15.) 

B, 

erry Uniler-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures. in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 27th July, respecting Muscat 
affairs, 

India Office, August 14, 1899. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 71. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, July 10, 1899, 

IN continuation of my letter, dated the 19th June last, on the stibject of the 
deviation nade by the Political Agent at Muscat from the exact terms of the instructions 
sent to him by the Govern in connection with the intended acquisition by 
the French Government of  coal-shed in Muscat Harbour, I have the honour to forward, 
for the information of the Government of India, a copy of a letter which I have received 
from Major Fagan on the subject, and, in doing s0, venture to express a hope that, under 
the circumstances mentioned, the Government of India inay be pleased to accept Major 
Fagan’s explanation of his action, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 71. 
Major Fagan to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade, 


(Confidential,) Muscat, June 26, 1809, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential indorsement, 
dated the 19th June last, forwarding copy of a Secret telegram, dated the 18th idem, fron 
the Government of India, Foreign Department, to your address, regarding my commun 
tatias to Hit Highueos the Sultan of Muscat, on the subject ofthe coalipgatied for the 
French, and to submit the following explanation showing the reason which induced me to 
substitute reference to the Government of India for reference to myself in the despatches 


for future use if necessury. 
3. es that, when I began to write the despatch in question, I was for some 
1557, 8 





06 


little time in doubt how to word the message of Government to the Sultan in such a way 
as not to offend French susceptibilities (for I knew, of course, that His Highness would 
send my despatch to M. Ottavi for perusal). 

argued to myself that, if L were to inform His Highness that he must await my 
approval before granting a site for a coal-shed to the French Government, the imposition 
Gfuuch a condition would certainly result in a strong protest from the French Consul, and 
later on from the French Government also, ‘and it was for this reason that I substituted 
reference to the Government of Indin for reference to myself, 

4. On the 27th June, a further telegram, dated the 3rd June, from the Government 
of India was received by me, containing another message from the Gorernment to His 
Highness the Sultan on the subject of the eoal-shed, which I did not hesitate to transmit 
to His Highness in writing, a8 my, instructions on this oceasion were to furnish the 
Government of India with a copy of the communication which T addressed to him. In 
this telegram I was informed that the Viceroy desired me to maintain uy tight to be 
consulted by the Sultan, and as T had already done this in my despatch of the 20th 
March, whieh, in the absence of any information to the contrary, J, not unnaturally, 

‘ied had Tong since been seen and approved of by Government, 1 considered 
ons on this point would be best carried out by referring to my previous 
T trust that amy oxplanation will be accepted by the Government of 





No. 72. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received August 15.) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seevetiiy vf Suite for Foreign Athire, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herowith, for the information’ of the ‘Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 
respedting the proposed sithdrawal of the detachments of native infantry from Jask and 
Charbar 

Tudia Office, August 14, 1899. 


——— 


Inclosare 1 in No. 72. 
Resident, Bushire, to Director, Persian Gulf Section, 


(Pelegeaphic.) July 11, 1890. 
GOVERNME of Inilin inquire whether there is any prospect of early withdrawal 

of detacliyents native infantry ftom Jask and Charbar. Please give me your opinion as 

to whuther there are any local objections to their withdrawal now, and whether there is 

‘Any possibility of disturbances arising again in the cold weather consequent 

measure. 


———— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 72, 
Director, Persian Gulf Section, to Resident, Bushire, 


(Telographic,) July 12, 1809, 
TY is dificult to prophesy regarding possibility of disturbances next cold weather, 
Porso-Beluchistan is still in unsettled state, ‘The Persian Government, too, has, up to. 
‘ent, shown iteelf quite powerless to afford protection to Telegraph Department. 

r these circumstances, and whilst remaining two murderers ot Mr. Graves are still at 
[would strongly urge retention of detachments at Jask and Charbar, where their 

iee has good elfect, whereas their removal would be looked upon as sign of 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 72. 
Resident, Bushire, to Director, Persian Gulf Section, 


(Telegraphie.) Sly 14, 1809. 
PLEASE forward following to Foreign, Simla, deferred :— 
“Your letter 847, E.A., of 13th June. 
«Political Officer, Meleran const, does not think advisable withdraw detachment, at 
present. Minister and I concur in that view.” 





No. 73. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 15,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents lis compliments to the Under- 
Seomtary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 
Erwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in. 
Goverment of Tndin Foreign Seoretary’s letter, dated 27th July, respecting the 
movements of a Russian doctar at Bushire, 

India Office, August 15, 1899. 


——————— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 73. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Cotonel Meade. 
(Walegeaphic,) Simla, July 18, 1899. 


YOUR telegram 12th July: Plague, 
Who is Russian doctor, and when did he arrive # 


Inclosure 2 in No. 73. 
Lieutenant-Colonet Meade to Gonernment of Indic 


(Telegraphic.) Bushiro, July 14, 1809, 
YOUR felegram of the 13th Tul 
Russian doctor nimed Pasch i arrived Decembor 1898, ostensibly for the 
purpose of watching for tho appearance of plague and reporting to his Government on 
Treventive measures. Tie succeeded a, Doctor Mare, who was in the Gulf undor 
Fnilar conditions from 1897, chiefly at Bundor Abbas. 


————— 


Tnelosure 8 in No. 73. 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, 


(Telezraphiic.) Sila, July 7, 1899. 

Tf appears from your telegram that Russian doctor Pasch Kooski has heen ak 
Bushire for six montlis, but his presence has not been reported. Pleaso explain why 
his was not done. 


———— 


Inclosure 4 in No. 78. 


‘eutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India, 


(elegraphie.) Bushire, July 21, 1890. 
‘OUR telegram of 17th July. 

Fasch Kooski's movements have heen followed over sineo he entered Persian 
Gulf, but were not reported owing to misunderstanding as to wishes of Government, and 
Decatiso the arrival and departure of his predecessors were similarly not reported. | A 
fall report explaining and giving account of all Russian doctors who have been here 
since the plague started at Bombay will be sent by post. 


a od 





Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received August 16.) 


(No. 55.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 16, 1899. 
‘O-DAY Colonel Picot saw the Nasr-ul-Mulk, who is known to your Lordship. 
He is now a member of the Council of Ministers. His Excellency rarely commits him- 
self, and is a very cautious man. T think that his good-will towards us can be depended 
upon, He remarked that it always seemed possible for the Sadr-Azam to borrow from 
the Russian bank in small sums, and that in his opinion it was probable that certain 
rights regarding a port in Southem Persia had heen obtained by Russia, though she 
might not at present care to realize them, He inquired whether any hostility on the 
part of the Persian Government hiad been remarked by the Legation, and said that his 
Personal opinion was tbat the Sadr-Azam was acutely hostile towards us, He further 
Hated that in the Shalv’s camp there had been some talk of sending for the Amin-ed~ 
Dorleh, the late Prime Minister. ‘The Foreign Secretary, who is here, had sent a letter 
to camp reporting an interview which he had had with the Russian Minister, and in 
hich M, Argyropoulo is said to have expressed great concern at the rumoured retum 
Of the Amin-ed-Dowleb, and inquired why the Sadr-Azam had displeased the Shab, A 
note was written by the Shah to this letter, and the Sadr-Azam sent both 
note and letter from camp to be read in Tehran before the Council of Ministers. All 
the Ministers, ssid the Nasr-ul-Molk, knew that the Sadr-Azam himself hal inspired the 
Foreign Sceretary’s leiter, ‘Tho incident showed to. whom the Sadr-Azam looked for 
support, It is very important that no mention should be made of the Nasr-ul-Mulk's 
name, 





No. 


‘Phe Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 


iG 80.) 


Holographic.) P. Foreign Office, August 16, 1899. 
TTHAVE to inform you, with reference to your telegrams Nos. 46 and 52 and to 
Jegram No, 26, that | have received the Law Officers’ Report respecting the 
al issue of bank’ notes in. Per te that effect of Article 3 of Bank 
Concession is to prevent other banks competing as banks of issue with the Imperial 
Tank, and to. make the only paper money which is legal tender the notes of the 
Tmperial Bank, They consider that the notes objected to are not promissory notes 
only, but fisted for eireulation as bank notes by flems who are in fhot carrying on 
Tanking business 
Taw Officers think that the fact of allowing the issue of the notes in question 
violates the Concession, and that there is sufficient ground for Her Majesty's Govern- 
nent to object to the fhilure of the Persian Government to prevent the acts in 
question, 
You ean take action in accordance with the Law Officers 





No, 70. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received August 17.) 


‘soon as done with, 
India Office, August 17, 1809. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 76, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Consideatia.) 
ir, Bushire, July 10, 1899. 
TN continuation of my telegram dated the 14th June, 1899, L have the honour to 

forward, for the information of the Government of India, the accompanying Memorandum, 
Thich Thave drawn up on a visit which Prine Dabija, the Russian Consul at Tspahin, 
recently paid to Bushire and Khuzistan, 

Lhave, & 

(Signed) | M. J, MEADE, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


————— 
Inclosure 2 in No. 76, 


Memorandum on a Visit of Prince Dabija, Russian Consul at Ispahan, to Bushire and 
Khuzistan, 
(Confidential) 

PRINCE DABIJA, who was accompanied by his Munshi aud to Cossacks, art 
at Bushire on the 4th June last from Shiraz, which place he left, on the ‘0th May to 
He put up with the French Vieo-Consul during his stay in Bushire 

’D, While in Bushire, he was very reticent as to his movements and intentions, and it 
was, at first, rumoured that he intended visiting Buuder Abbas, Musent, and the Island 
Ue Tiormaz, with a. view to establishing Consular Agencies at tho to frst-vaimed places, 
and to inspecting the last one fur the purpose of selecting a site for erecting a conl depot 
There. Trsteads however, of going down the Gulf, he went up to Mohammerah, by the 
mail steamer Simla,” on the 13th June last, 

3: The Russian Consul’s Munshi spent a couple of days in collecting inforsnation in 
the Bushire bazaar as to the wholesale and retail prices of piece-goods, &e,, and the 
syste ch the trade was earried on, 

ja is roported to have told some poople in Bushiro, that it was the 
X that had advanced the necessary funids to the Persian Government 
to get the Bushire customs released from the Lnperial Bank of Persia, 

3. He is also reported to have asked Agha Mabomed Sheffi (a lending Persian 
morchant, who was recently imprisoned and fined by the Governor of Bushire, on the 
demand of Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-Gencral, on account of his complicity in a 

riz fraudulent jettisoning case) to build a house, outside the town, for tie accommodia- 
tion of the Russian Consul, who was to be appointed shortly. 

nding at Mohanmerah (Lith June) Prince Dabija wus dotained in quarantine, 

‘as on account of Bushire being declared infected with plague, ten days’ quarantine was 

deine enforced against the Intter place. He objected to this detention, saying there vas 

‘n Busliire, and demanded to be shown an authority from the Shah, or the 

saying that the quarantine arrangements had been placed in charge of our 

con. After remaining few days he threatened to leave the quarantine 

tation by foree and proceod up the Karun, As it was not considered advisable to use 

foree to Keep him in quarantine, the Chief of Moliammerah, Sheikh Khazal, arranged to 

give hima steamelaunch to convey him to Alnva2, on the understanding that he dil nop 

Bitruunicate with the shore until the remaining period of quarantine was over, He 

ingly left on the 21st June by steam.ship “Naseri,” a quarantine guard accom 

pansing him, In Ahwaz he put up with Mr. Ter Moulen, « Dutehman representing the 

firm of Hatz, Hamiltou, & Co. 

5. Ina conversation he bad with the Sheikb of Mohammerah’s man, Prince Dabija 
remarked that the Sheikh was a servant of the English, that the British Consul was the 
Teal Governor, and in aupport of his statement he added that Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul.-General at Bushire had offered to give hit a letter of introduction to Sheth, 
Khaval, but that he had refused to take it, (his statement, is entirely devoid of 
foundation, as his visit to Mohammerah was nicver referred to during his interviews with 

‘al, and no offer of an introduction to the Sheikh was ever made to 


ierview he had with Si zal, he stated that Russia intended 
to havea port in the Gulf, but England yas interfering to prevent it, and as the latter 


Country was trying to establish quarantine station on Hormuz or Kishm Islands, with 
(1557) iy 





70 


tlie intention of fortitying them, Russia would not consent to such quarantine arrange 

ments, He endeavoured to impress on the Sheikh that the Persian provinces under 
Russia were happy, and that the “ Mujtabeds ” had made overtures to Russia to take the 
northern provinces of Persia under her protection, 

8. He spoke to the Sheikh regarding the tribes of Persian Arabistan, and said that 
the Sheikh was rumoured to have acted as an intermediary between the English and the 
Sheikh of Koweit, and on Sheikh Khazal denying this, he remarked that it was rumoured 
that some sort of agreement existed between the English and the Sheikh of Koweit, 
hut he doubted if there could he any truth in this. He was inquisitive as to whether the 
English Ini any other project besides the Ahwaz-Ispaban road, He asked Sheikh 
Khazal if he econld recommend him a news-writer, and on the Sheikh rey in the 
niegative, the Russian stid: he would ask Mr, ‘Ter Meuten to do the work for him, as he 
was sure he would do it, (Mr, Ter Moulen is reported to be leaving the Karan 
shortly.) 

6, It is further reported that ing Shuster, Prince Dabija intends returning 
to Ispnhan through tho Bakhtin country. He docs not scm to Save favourably 

{people with whom he came into contact (at Mohammerah and on the 


(Signed) MJ. MEADE, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
uly 10, 1891), 





No. 77. 
Sir. M. Dirond to the Marquess of Salisburu.—(Received August V7.) 


(No, 56) 
lographicn) Gulahek, August 17, 1899. 
VY tologeain of yesterday, ff is possible that one reason. for the nttitudle lately 
tkon np hy the Sadisi-Anat IS Wis fen at the imp return to Persia of the 
Auin-eil-Dowleh, Uf is likely eno 


on inoffice, The Sade 

the Mvshi-l-Mubk, tins boen confirmed as Foreign Secretary in succession to the 
Manihot: Dowlol inst died, and to whose title he also succeeds. 1 should 
noluds fon this that thé Shah does not at present intend a cliange of Prime 
inistors, 





No. 78. 
Inulin Office to Foreign Ofice —(Receivedt August 19.) 


NIE Under-Seeretary uf State for Initia presents his compliments to the Under 

y of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Mamuilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary o . with reference to 
Poveign Office letter of the 7th instant, copy of a telegin ‘eoroy relutive 
toalfuins at Bushine, 


Iudia Office, Angust 18, 1899, 





Inclosure in No. 78. 


‘The Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


leweraphic.) ign 5, 1599. 
YOUR Scoret telegram of the ath August. 
Meaile telegraphed yesterday that he thinks disturbance at Bushire will soon be 
iit tint he no necessity to inerease foree. We have authorized him 
to use disenition in ease of further outhreak. 
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No. 79. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received August 20.) 


) P Gulahek, August 20, 1899, 
Last night I saw the SadrieAzam and disenssed the proposed arrange= 
said that the plan of dividing a loan between Bngland and Russin with the 
northern and southern customs as guarantee was violently opposed hy the Shah, who 
regarded it as almost tantamount to a division of his Empire, In this rospect, said the 
Sadr-i-Azam, His Majesty was not altogether wrong, and his views were shared by the 
sians generally. ‘There was no doubt that there would be trouble if he pressed such 
an arrangement on the Shah, It would be far better, in his Wighiess’ opinion 
Joan could he obtained from a neutral Power. Belgium and Holland bind been tried, but 
without success, A German loan was naturally ont of the question, as it would be 
objected ty by the Russians, even more than one from England, France was the only 
sourec remaining, He said that he had gone into all the deiails carefully, and that, 
provided neither England nor Russia were opposed, the Banque de France would provide 
),000,000 fr. at S5 on the socurity of the customs of all Persia, under the control off a 
rench official in ‘Tehran in cass Persia three times failed to pay the interest. He 
Said he yould let me see the draft Agreement, but. he thought it would he better first to 
ask your Locdship whether these conditions would be objected (0, He believed that no 
objections would be raised by Russia, and he urged me to recominend your Lordship to 
‘eapress Your consent, 
(hat the scheme might not improbably result in. the custoni-houses in 
or the permanent, control of French officials, ‘This he 
T would. submit his proposal to ny: Covernmen 
ei me to ingaire whether, in the evont-of (he fhilure of the 
is having, to fall hack on the divided Ivan, Her Majesty's 
nent would pledge themselves beforehand to accept any conditions to which the 
xl that F would ask your Lordship, though # did not think 
ageoptable, 
le (o the divided foun, and say ansious that his alternative 
proposal should be accepted, he did not enter into details of the scheme, Mo says that 
the sum required is at least 1,700,000, in order to pay off debts, including the Régie 
Loan, and to start fair with « reasonable balance in hand. Tn this ease we should: have 
to raise 1,000,001, 
T may add that, sinless the French official in ‘Tehran yd Fronch agents in the 
enstom-houses, he could exercise no control over the customs revenue, 





No. 80, 
Consul Sykes fo, the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received tuguat 21.) 


(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Birjancd shane 1, 1809. 

TN Continuation of my No. 7 of the 11th May last, L now have much pleasure in 
being able to report a most satisfactory state of affairs. 

Barly in May the Acting Consul-General at Meshod informed mo that M. de Stroett, 
tie Dragoman of the Russian Consulate, was about to start for Birjand, with presents to 
the value of 1,400), for the Amir of Kain and his young brother—not the Hishmut-ul- 
Mulk—and as it was expected that Cossacks wold accompany him Twas advised to 
eave Birjand before his arrival in order to avoid frietion hetween the escorts. 

‘The Amir was much perturbed at learning that valuable presents were being sout 
him in so ostentatious a manner, as he feared a trap. He considered that if the * poor 
Rassians,” to use his own expression, sent him sueh gifts, they must want something big 
ia return, In fact, his frame of mind at once suggested the well-known line, 
Danaos et dona ferentes."” 

In the meanwhile, T had fully explained to the Amit's V 
visit, and apparently I had gained his confidence, as my advi 
asked fo 3 

I pointed out that Great Britain was setting a limit to Russian aggression in China, 





‘and hinted that, in all probability, this was the reason of their renewed activity in 
Bastern Persia. 

The Vizict told me that the Amir, at first, ad intended not to receive the presents, 
as he keenly resented the obvious attempt to buy him, but that he hal finally decided 
to accopt thei, and show by his manner that they were unweleome. As may be imagined, 
T quite agreed with this course of action. 

Twas, most wifortunately, unable to engage transport until the Passion Plays were 
terminated, no Persian being willing to start on journey during this period, and my 
advance eamp actually started the same day that M.de Strooff arrived. As he had only 

ingle Ruseian Cessuck vith him, and had altogether party less than half the size of 
inal produced but little effect, although, like myself, he was met by the 


Tn my last despatch 1 lnid great emphasis om the fact that the Amir lad called 

first on me, as, in the Fast, that question is of premier importance, so Limagined that 

the same procedire would be adopted in the ease of Russia's Representative, especially 

fas T hind heard that the Russian Consul-General had particularly asked that this should 

De done, However, no such honour was shown to M, de Stroeff, who, two days after 
rival, called on dhe Amir to present the Emperor's gifts, 

Part of thom, consisting of an electromplated samovar, with trays, Sc, were inspected, 
when M. de Stivell famed a key to the Shaukat-ul-Mulk with which to open a leather 
tase, conthining a silver samovar, Lunderstand, but it was not opened at the time, nor, 
indeed, for two or thice days. 

presented, M root informed the Amir that the Emperor 
of Russin Them in appreciation of Kindness shown to the Russian plague doctor 
who had suent the sanimer av Birjand two years previously 

‘Phronghow! the Shauksl-leMulk’s attitude was deseribed as chilling, and, upon 
tho Bnvoy’s departure, hie said that, although he quite saw why the British Government 
wished a Const Co visit Birjand, both on account of pilgrims and of the opening of the 
Quettah road, that a Russian official's advent could only be in connection with some 
sinister design, 

From ‘what J have narrated it is evident that the Amir of Kain, who has been 
generally considovod Atussophil, has not been wou over by tiie Imporial gifts, but, on the 
contrary, is less ‘ener ly in 1 to Russia than before, so that, as far as Kain is 
« Hed, the Jullicuce of that Power has suffered a severe eck, as, what the Amir 
thinks the whole provines ee 

Poyoud this considerable gain to us, we must consider what will be the result on the 
Hishmniteul-Mulk, Governor of Tabbas and Sisian, who has been so openly ignored, 

Gan it he doubted that he will feel the slight, and, if possible, resent it # : 

1 woukl, iny Lord, be n10 means wish to convey the impression that, by becoming 
anti-Ruusian, the Amir has suddenly grown warmly Anglophil. 

his is nol the ease, at sny tale oy yet, bul being # shrewd man, he sees that our 

is open, reasonable hie now profoundly mistrasts Russia, 

The net re ie ix cordial towatids us, settling my few cases with 
eomniondable praniptitud 7 

No tomporatily quit the subject, the trade of the district as regards bulk is mainly 
with Russias Lit, although the roughest statistics are unobtainable, 1 think that, as 
regards value, fully oncdoll of the trade comes from the south, so that Bigjand is 
certainly wot {o be considers as being in the Russian zone of influence, 

Frain te politieal point of view, moreover, we tnust not Tose sight of the fact that 
Kain is the bint heulthy district west’ of Quettah, so that, in case of a division of Persia, 
whieh ean hardly he deemed to Tie outside the range of discussion, we must hold part, at 
any rato, of thé Province of Kain, both for the reason given above and in order not to 
uncover Farrah, which appears to be @ most important steategieal point . 

Tn conclusion, L would venture to express my final opinion that at present, if we can 
avoid having w Consul for Kain aud Sistan, (the post should, if founded, include ‘Tun and 
Tabas, ws being vider the Governor of Slstan), it would be advisable to do so, as both 
four political anvd commercial interests can be sudciently well guarded by an occasional 
tour {rom Meshed, where there is hoth  Consul-General and a Consul, oF from Kerman, 
while the nevswriting postinasters, whose appointment I consider essential, could keep 
the authorities informed of what was happening in Sistan and Kain. 

If, however, as appears to he the ense, owing to Russian action, we are forced 
to establish a British Consulate, such a post should be founded on the same terms as the 
Russian one. By this T mean that both the salary, appointments, and the question of 
excort sliould be constdecred in the light of what our rival did. Asx natural sequence, 
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if the Russian Consul be independent of Meshed, so ought his British colleague to 
be, although otherwise the post, in my humble opinion, should be under Meshed, and, in 
some ways, it would be more advantagcously filled by an officer of the Indian Political 
service, who would thereby connect Meshed and Quettah. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SYKES, 





No. 81. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 21.) 
(No. 72) 
My Lori, Gulhek, July 22, 1899. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 49 of the 17th May, I have the honour to 
report that the working of the Persian Forcign Ofce of Inte has shown some 
improvement, 
‘Though cautious and dilatory, the Mushir-ul-Mulk has done a certain avount 
of work, 
‘The great majority of our claims against the Persian Government: are still 
standing, bat M Lioyil’s claim of 200 Turkish liras has been paid, and 
Excelleney has given mea draft for the payment up to December last. of the 
medical officers placed at the disposal of the Persian Government by the Govern- 
ment of India for quarantine operations in the Gulk; ‘This is so far satisfactory. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) If, M, DURAND, 





No. 82. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury, —(Received August 21.) 


(No. 74) 
My Lord, Gulhek, July 26, 1809, 

SINCE I wrote my despatch No, 30 of the 22nd May, the manager of the Imperial 
Bank has informed the Sadr-i-Azam that the bank eannot raise a loan for him unless its 
agents are placed in control of the southern custom-houses. This has caused great 
dissatisfaction to His Highness, who is very hard pressed for mone 

The Shah and the Sadr-i-Azam left Shimpan on the 17th July for a tour in the 
mountains. It is suid that they will be absent six weeks. Such is the emptiness of 
‘Treasury that the tour had to be deferred for want of money to pay mule A 
small _sum has now been borrowed from the Shab's doctor, and from some native 
merchants 

‘Phe Jews in Tehran have been complaining much of persecution. Tt would appear 
that several of the Jewish importers of piece-goods have been pursuing (heir business 
by employing Jewish hawkers, who go trom house to house and have established w 
considerable trade among the Mahommedan population, and more especially amongst 
the women. 

‘The sales of the Mahommedan shop-keepers have consequently diminished, and 
they hare combivied with the Syeds and Mullahs of the town in compelling, the authorities 
to order the closure of the larger i shops, and to make it an offence for a Jevsish 
banker to enter a Mahommedan house. 

Both the people and the Government are said to sympathize with th Jows, but, 
meantime, the Government declares itself powerless to act against the wishes of the 
Mahoramedan merchants, and their supporters, the Mullahs, whose power is at_ present 
greatly in the ascendant, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 








™ 


No. 88. 
Fi Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury—(Recefved August 21.) 


(No. 75.) 
My Lond, Guthek, July 25, 1599. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 66 of the 23rd ultimo, 1 have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith a further Memorandum drawn up by 
Mr. Spring-Rice on the subject of the plague at Bushire. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) H. M. DURAND. 


Inclosure in No, 83. 
Memorandum, 


ON the 28th June Captain Rainier and (wo medical assistants arrived at Bushire 
from India, ‘The plague appears to have steadily diminished towards the end of 

ne, ‘The mortality was normal, anc the Inst ease noted was one seen by the 
Tussian doctors on the 4th July. With this exception it has been impossible for 
the foreign doctors to examine cases. ‘The hostility of the Mullahs and people has 
remained’ unabated, and it was even reported that the Acting Governor had 
informed the merchants at a prayer meeting that che Government was being forced 
to undertake measures by the foreign doctors, and that they should appeal to. the 
Shah for redress. 

Jt was clear that without a considerable force it would be impossible to e: 
out sanitary measures. Above all money was necessary, as the Acting Governor 
refused to do anything unless supplied with funds. 

+ M, Durand represented these facts to th im. His Highness said 
that he qui od) the gravity of the matter, and that he meant “to pat things 
atraight” But he showed W strong objection to spending money, 

The ‘y Council met on the 29th June and on the 18th July. Dr. Odling 
communicated 16:the Council the recommendations of the medical authorities at 

‘and resolutions were carried urging that a disinfecting. store should be 
Sanitary cordon should be a 
departures by land and water should be subject to th 
os of tho Bersian Governinent expressed their acquiese 

Te appeared, however, at the subsequent meeting that the stove had not been 
ordered, and it was not till a subsequent date that it was announced that the 
had actually sanctioned the payment of the necessary sum from custom-house 
funds, 

‘A series of telegrams were read which the Persian Government had addressed. 
tothe Bushire authorities, In these the Goveroor was told that he must spare no 
expense, that he must do everything the foreign doctors advise, that “even in 
Tehran ‘the great Mullahs geeepted the advice of the doctors.” Telegrams had 
also heen dispatched to the Governor of Shiraz instructing hi hie must detach, 
avforce of 500 infantry and 100 cavalry to Bushire irequired. side with 
these (clegrams was from the Persian authorities at Bushire denying 
that plague fad ever existed there. Tt was the general impression of the foreign 
doctors present that, in spite of the instructions sent, neither the Sadr-i-Azam 
nor the local authorities were convinced of the real necessity of san 
meastl 

‘A scheme for the 
heen drawn up by € 
surgeon, and is 

In the : ve biven entered into with the prineip: 
Mullah of ‘Tehran vow in Meshed, with the object of impressing him with the 
importance of removing the objections of the lucal Mullahs to the measures proposed 
by the foreign doctors, 

On the 18th July the Governor of Bushire returned to his post aud at once 
ealled upon the President. He promised to enter vigorously into 5 
recommended by the English authorities, and made light of the local opposition. 


Jhment of segregation stations and for a cordon has 
inier in consultation with the President and Residens 


5 


Steps were accordingly taken to prepare a caravanserai for a segregation station 
But disturbances at once occurred, and the Governor declared the force at his 
disposal inadequate to deal with the populace. He telegraphed to Tehran for 
structions, although it would certainly have seemed that the instructions 
read by order of the Sadr-i-Azam to the foreign doctors should have been sufficient. 
Colonel Meade had pointed out that it was very desirable that a quarantine 
station should be established at the entrance of the Persian Gulf, At a meeting: on 
the 29th June the Representatives of the Persian Government stated that in February 
last the Shah had authorized the Turkish Government to establish quarantine 
stations on Persian territory at Ormuz and Bussorah according to the recommenda- 
tions of the Venice Conference, 
‘The Russian Government has taken energetic steps in view of the outbreak, 
pear fo have sent doctors to Kerman and Shiraz, and to have a doctor, a 
y doctor, and two assistants at Turbat, and a doctor and two assistants at 
Kare, and also doctors at Askabad ready in case of an outbreak among the pilgrims 
from Bushire to Meshed. ‘They have ulso established quarantine stations at Seistan 
and Birjand. 
Tuly 25, 1899. 





No. $4. 


M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Recetved August 21.) 


(No. 76.) 
My Lord, 1800, 
THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that great seareity continues fn 
‘ehran owing to the h Jearth of food stills, although this year’s crops 
ave been cut and should be reaching the marker. 
of the ay staples have doubled, and in many cases trebled, on 
ous years, It is generally believed that the Court officials, who 
s, are responsible for this state of affairs, and are profiting: 
Jargely by grain speculations at the expense of the ryots and people, The Shaly and 
his Turkish Azerbaijan entourage have incurred much obloquy of late, and the 
absence of His Majesty at this critical time is severely criticised, 
Hitherto the townspeople and the soldiery remained fairly quiet, but L 
not be surprised © outbreak of serious riots if effective measures to. 
sonable rates are not taken, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) Hi, M, DURAND. 





Sir M, Durand to the Morquess of Salishury.—(Recetvedt August 21.) 


(No. 79.) 
My Loni, Gulkek, July 27, 1809, 

T WAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual Simmary of frontier and 
other news between the 28th June and the 26th July whieh has Heon drawn up by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Picot, Military Attaché in this Legation, 

Thave, &e, 
ned) IL, M. DURAND. 


SSS SS 


Inclosure in No. 85. 
Monthly Summary, from June 29 (0 July 26, 1599. 


Tehran.—The price of bread and other food supplies has again risen to famine 
rates, although this year’s crops are said to have been of average out-turn, 

‘Phe Ministers 3 ger land-owners are accused of creating au artificial 
scarcity, from which they are thought to be making large profits; meanwhile Tera 
Sullers from seareity approaching famine, and great discontent ts expressed by the 
poorer classe: and the soldiers. 
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His Majesty the Shab, with an escort of i 
: ‘ah, with an escort of several thousand men, isn 
visual summer tour in the monutains, aud will be away about six 
diffieulty was experienced in finding: the funds. required for this trp, 
12,000lor 15,0001. Phe 'Preasury and the Shah's own private purse being 
usually empty, small sums were finally, it is said, obtatved from the Russ 
the Shah's favourite doctor, and the Parsee banking firmas, but apparcn 
ready to vance any sum larger than 10,000 tomans. i 
‘All branches of trade in ‘Nebran appear to be suffering f 

MD appear to be suffering trom the scarcity whiel 
sow prevails, and, amongst others, the petty shopkeepers disposing of Ren eee 
To improve their position, and with a view to obtaining: a monopoly of eS 
they have freed the Government, to order the closure of all shops of the same 
class held by Jews, They have also, with the support of the Ulema, declared i 
illegal for Jewish hawkers to enter Mahommedan Iden ete poretan ie sell 
ieee goods, and have thus temporarily paralyzed this bravel of Jewish rede 

ul deprived sever: embers of at community of thei i iveli- 
peek ) ral members of that community of their ordinary meaus of liveli- 
In respect to the illegal 














none w 























of bank-notes in Southern Persian it 
ln respect to the | << in Souther sian it woul 
appeat that the merchants have taken no notice whatever of the orders aa 
Goy . These notes continue to circulate freely, and are evidently considered 
as ea money as those of the Imperial Bank of Persia, ‘ 
uniours of the reopening of negotiations for i 
i ning motiations for a fean in Pari 
by the French Government, “hia i 
in Peliran fs evidently: ve 
ging: terms between the Pei 
Kerman—The Amir-i-Ni 
ty 's Minister before d 
friendship, 
Bushire—Aft 
people is concerned. 
It was thought that with the arrival of the Darya Begi, the Governor of the 
opposition to effective quarantine measures would i 
unfortunately is case, No furthe i (need 
une y is not the case, No further cases of plague have been reported of 
M 


of Ormu 


Aserbaijan,—Her Majesty's eneral 
sjesty ieneral_ reports watisfactory 
of the provinee and the hig prive of food-stalts ice a ee 

Khorassan—Phe Russian Government has taken energetic steps in view of the 








jered 








sly 
again been revived. ‘The Preach 
id does. not seem to despair of nally 

nt and French capitalists, ‘4 
in is now en route to Kerman, He called on Her 
arture, and gave the usual assurances of good-will and 























in Bushire remain unchanged in so far as the attitude of the 












‘asures yet remain to be taken to establis 





h a quarantine station in the Island 

















uti af aie in They appear to have sent doctors to Kerman and 
have a doctor, a lady doctor, and two assistants in Tarbat, and a 


doctor and two assistants at Karez, 
aan outhreak among the pilgrims 
against Seton, 

‘Whe following is from a Re a r 
tout fC lowing is from a Report of the 28rd June last of the Co 

M, Stroelf hus reported his arrival 

s oll hus reported his arrival at Birjand, and expresso: 
au the manner in whieh he was received by the SHMUkBCULMME Hlasays 
given a large mamber of presents in return for those sent by the Rus 





Iso doctors at Askabad 
t Meshed. They have also est: 





ly in case of 
quarantine 








ul-Goneral at 






















: ptain Sykes si 
his receptios 
Tabrees, 



















Shelter 10. Fe 
Armenians: i 


0 Consul-General 
cort. 
of the 11th (28rd) 
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, but, it has been 
‘also partly caused by a rumour that the import duty on American riee has, been 
Feduced, and that-the price of Persian rice, of which there has hitherto been a heavy 
annual importation, has fallen, ‘The rumour is without foundation, but it has the 


effect of seriously injuring the rice trade. 
(Signed) ‘TL, PICO, Liewtenant-Colonel. 


measure by the recent order probihiting the importation of kra 














No. 86. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 21.) 


(No. 58.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, August 21, 1899. 
PHIS morning { had an interview, by appointment, with the Foreign Minister. Tt 
was evident that his Excellency had prepared himself’ for it, and almost at once he 
Dogan by inquiring whether it was not desirable, in my opinion, that the coldness which 
crated betwben the two Governments should he removed. 1 roplicd, that none had 
heen shown on our side, and begged him to explain his meaning to me. He sald that 
much disappointment was felt by the Persian Government at our unsympathetic attitude 
in the matter of @ loan; that to us the sum of 2,000,001, was a trifle, that the need 
of Persia was great, that, if they chose, Her Majesty"s Government could easily induce 
Capitalists to lend the money or could do so themselves, and that I could certainly 
persuade your Lordship to find the money somehow if Ywere to press the matter aso 
veal iriend of the Persian Government. [was given, in short, clearly to understand 
that the failure to got money in England was attributed by the Sadr-i-Azam to me, and 
his Highness did not give credence to my statenient that without guaranteos such a 
vould satisfy capitalists T was powerless to raise a Toan, ‘This is the way in which the 
jan Government have talked from the first, It was owing to our coldness, the 
Foreign Minister went on to say, that the Persian Government were not far from 
seeking for friendship elsewhere than from Fngland, For him the tone vas mots 
Tinustal and appeared to me to be deliberately intended to warn me that the Persian 
Government would no longer regard us as friendly, or behave in w friendly manner 
towards us, unless we found money for them, ‘The remarks of the Foreign Minister aro 
(Olare indivation of the Sadr-i-Azam’s views, as he isa particularly cautious man and 
in close touch with his Highness, In fact, the conversation may be regarded as a 
supplement to my conversation on Saturday with the Sadri-Azam. ‘The whole of hig 
Highness’ doings of late seem to indicate that he hopes to force our hand by tightening 
us” He would apparently be propared to risk Russian annoyance if we could give him 
f Toan of 2,000,001. without immediate control, as his position would then be secure, 




















































No. 87. 


India Office to Foreign Ojficr—(Received August 23.) 





+ HE Under-Secretary of State for Tnilin. presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by dinyetion of Lond George THauuilta 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seerutary of State, copy of a telegrain 
from the Viceroy, relative to Riyam Cove as a site for a French coal depbt. 

India Office, Aujuat 28, 1899. 
eS. 








Tnclosure in No. 87. 


The Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Telegraphic). August 23, 1899. 
MY telegram of the 12th August. 

Meade lias inspected Riyam Cove, and tele: 

He is writing further, 


rphs concurrence in Fagan’ view. 








fiss7] 
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No, 88. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 
(No. 32.) 
(Telegraphic) PB, Foreign Office, Angus! 25, 1899, 
YOUR telegram No. 46 of the 27th July was submitted to the Law Officers, and 
their attention specially drawn to it, The illegality of the other notes which the 
Persian Government has admitted was not in question. ‘The opinion of the Law 
Officers therefore applies fo the Bijeks. 














No, 89, 


‘The Marquess of Silisbury to Sir M. Durand, 


Fooign Offer, August 26, 1899, 
ind August to Sir’. Sanderson. 1 have to 
of the 19th ultimo explains the conditions of a possible 
should there he proposal for a divi 
1g to agree beforehand toany conditions which Russia might 
‘ng an opinion wo should quire to consider such conditions, 





thy No, 
English Loan, and tha 
no underinki 

Bororv 






























No. 90. 
Connul-General Wood to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Recetved August 29.) 


(No, 5) 
My Lord, Tabree: 
T WAVE the honour to eansmit, for your Lordahip’s information, the copy of a 
eypnteh, I have this day addressed Her Majosty's Ministor at Tehran, giving further 
details of the Russian Consul-Genorl’s visit to Urumiah, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL G, WOOD. 


fugust 10, 1809, 











Tnelosure in No, 0, 


Cowvul-Generat Wood to Sir M. Durand. 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, Tabreesy August 10, 1809, 
WITH reference to sny despatch on the subject of the visit of thie Russian Consul- 
to Urumiah, 1 have the honour to put before your Exeelleney the meagre details 

ic me as to his doings in general, and his attitude towards the new 

Russian Orthodox Churely in Urmi. 

So far as 1 van gather M. Potrow has not interested himself in obtaining any satis- 
faction for the Christian popalation in mattors concerning their welfare, &e., nor does he 
seem to have urged the local authorities to take measures to prevent Kurdish incursions 
and raids, although it appears that the last attacks upon * Mawana "sud “Gavilan” bad 
heen serious ones. 

It also sppenrs that my Russian colleague's apparently Tuke-warm attitude in regard 
{o the Russian missionaries ond their efforts.* is strongly aninwdrerted upon by these 
nttor, 

Tt_must, of course, he somewhat ditfieult for M. Potrow to obtain satisfaction for all 
excesses against the Mission and missionaries, for, [ presume, there must be sufficient 
testimony forthcoming to show that in the majority of cases the members of the Russian 
Mission have been the aggressors. hj 

, thie latest news whieh has reached me shows that as far as M, Petrow’s intention 
of building a Russian hospital, school, and chureli, he has had great difficulty in purchasing. 
apiece of land for this purpose as both Curistians and native proprietors of suitable sites, 




































___* The Governor-General, it mere! 
Kurd, and offered hien a personal dstvetion on his eet 








el opou the chief mover ia these matters, a + Sbekkak™ 
rung the plusder.~ CG. W. 




































owing to their reluctance to sell their land to the Russians from fear of the Mahommedan 
religious element, were asking prohibitive prices. 

‘The situation of the future Russian Viee-Consulate is to be “Sir,” a Christian 
village in the hills about an hour's distance from Urmi, where the American Presbyterians 
and Anglicans possess summer residences, and where M, Petrow and family have been 
obliged to retire owing to the severe heat, 
there my Russian colleague has wot occupied hime 

he many serious questions pending between the 
fahommedans, or between the former and their, adherents, 
rds the Orthodox Nestorians, aswell as his declarations 
bers of the Archbishop of Canterbury's Mission, to the 
effect thathe did not intend to y support to the Orthodox Syrians, for the Orthodox 


Mission liad no political significance’ has drawn strong animadversion upon bim. froin 
these interested parties, 
His mission to Urmi seems to mo to have b 
to the Russian Mission and its foll 
unless his attitude and his dectarati 
than can be seen on the surface, 
theory is somewhat supported by the warning he gare the Chief Mujtehid 
hot the battalions of Cossteks would be found rondy to intervene in. the 
any further serious attacks being made upon tho Russian Mission and its 
followers, who, according to the Russian register amount, as Tam assured on trustworthy 
authority, to 20,000, and not, as the Russian Consul-Ceneral was led to belicve, to [ 
28,000. 

If, as T have roporte)! on the information T have received, M, Petrow has, iti apponr= 
ance done so little for his countrymen and their adherents in Urumiah, and has tad 
order, probably, to have something to show for bis journey, to pay an exorbitant price 
for a sinall bit of ground, and to obtain the title-deedds of which he haw had. to postpon 
his retum to Tabrecz, we may expect to sco trouble arising in that district on his 
doparture. 

‘The Russian missionaries, and moro especially their Nestorian condjutors, the 
converted Bishops, from what we haye seen of their combative propensities, cannot. bit 
continue in their unconciliatory and yexatious attitude towards the remaining religious 
clements in Uruminl, and moré particularly the Mussulmay, if only to hide the unexpected 
and weak results of M, Petrow's visit from the eyes of the genéral public and of their 
adherents in particular. 

Some one of them or of their followers will he hadly used, if nob killed, by an 
exasperated and very fanatical population, and M, Petrow's throat to the Chief Mujtehid, 
strengthened by other reasons and motives,® may, perhaps, be carried into sudden 
effect. 
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absolutely useless, if not harm, 
fers, and even to Russian prestige in general here, 
ns hide, as T have already expressed my fear, more 
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Liave, &e, | 
(Signed) CECI G. WOOD, 


















No, 91. 



















Iucia Office to Foreign Office (Received August 30.) 
THE Under-See 







ts his compliments to the Under+ 

Soeretary of State for Fo tion of Lord Gorge Momailton, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Sccretary of State, inclosures in Govern= 

ment of India Foreign Sceretary’s letter, dated the Sxl August last, regarding a 

distinctive flag for the Museat State. 
‘The return of these papers when done wit 
India Office, August 29, 1899. 


















is roquosted, 







































* Sco Mr, Wood's No, 4 of July 12, 1890.0. (1, 
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Tnclosnre 1 in No, 91. 
Major Fagan to Government of India 


Sir, Muscat, July 14, 1899. 

” T HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy. of a ictter of the Ist instant, with inclosures, which I have addressed to 
dhe Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, regarding the distinctive flag for the 
Muscat State. 






Thave, ke. 
cl) C. G. F. RAGAN, 
iyent and Her Britaanie Majesty's Consul. 










Politicat 4 


————<—<——_——§_<_— 





Inclosure 2 in No. 91. 





Major Kagan to Lieutenant-Colonel Mei 


Sir, Muscat, July 10, 1899. 
"1 HAVE the honour to in srence {o the confidential despateh dated the 
20th December, 1805, from the Foreign Office to the India OMice, whieh formed an 




















jnolosure to. the confidential letter, dated the Sst January from the 
Svoretary to the Goverment of Tndin in the Poroign Depa "your address 
regarding thi, adoption of distinctive flay: by: Uis Ii of Muscat. 


mont have no positive 
t the matter to the 
wate, and that they 


9, In this despatch it is stated that Her Majesty 
authority or unimpeachable loruy aiaadi entitling Uy 
Fronch Government, seeing that Muscat is not n, Ths 
Liye received no request from the Satlan to 

With reference however to this last remark, x 7 n 
attontion to a letter dated the 25th Dil Haj, isis ( May, 1807), from His 
Highnoss the Sultan to the Political Agent, whieh was for rited 16 the Resident under 
is office Jottor, dated the 2nd. Janney 7 in Which if will be seen that His 
Drought the matter of the grant of the Froieh fay to. Suri dhows to the 
notice of the Gor ment of Indis, and asked © for the help. and consideration of the 
Great Government in putting an end to the diffientty mentioned? 

3, Further on in tho sume despatehy, it is stated that “the proposal th 
should pros i clusive use of a distinctive Muse 
qnade with the object of avoiding Lis position” (namely, thar the Sultan would openly 
tnnounce that the French tlag was granted with his permission), 

“he uscfidauss of the proposal does not depend on the Sultan being able to 
enforce it, On the contrary, if after the issue of such orders any Museat subject 
ocepted the Frouch flag, the Houck authorities would by its zrant have abetted suck 
subject in disobeying tlie positive oriers of his Sovereign, aud Her Majesty's Govern- 
mont would be inl a stron position for anuonneing that they would be unable to 

wooguize the validity of the . 
ete Sultan ay 8s Tenor lottor, datod the Ist July Inst, definitely 
declined to be guided by the tho Goyermmont of India in the matter oF 
tho adoption of a distinctive lag for the Maseat State, but 1 would respectfully inquire 
whether the letter written by His Highness to the Shiikhs of the Jenebeh tribe 
{iuclosed) would not amount to positive odors to these peuple by their Sovereign to 
abstain from flying any thug other than the Arab llag in uso in the Muscat State and 
whether the samo use could uot be made of it as an onder to them from His Highness 
to tly a distinctive flag ? 








viel respectfully invite your 

























































T have, e. 
(Signed) ©. G, F. PAGAN, 
al Agent and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 
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Tnclosure 8 in No. 91. 


‘The Sultan of Museat to Major Fagan. 
(Translation) 
(After compliments.) 25th Dil Haj, 1814 (May 28, 1897). 
__WE hayeto inform you that some of onr subjects inhabitants of Soor and its 
neighbourhood and of the Batineh who are going to and returning from the African 
eonsts and from Aden in their vessels, obtain from the Representatives of the great 
French Government flaxs (for their hoats) of that Government on, the grounds that. 
they possess land and reside (in French territory), and thereby by obtaining French 
flags find a means to conceal their real object which is well known. 

We maintain that a person is subject of his country of origin, and is free to buy oF 
sell in all places, but by doing this he cannot change his nationality, even when he resides 
or possesses proparty (in fortign county); 

In all countries there are men of different nationalities, and even though they 
have children born in such country they cannot change their nationality by reason of 
their staying in such foreign land, unless they remain in the country where they have 
‘become naturalized. 

‘The above is contrary to law and detrimental to our interest, and it has therefore 
‘become inctumbent upon us to write to ask the lielp and consideration of the Great 
Government in putting an end to the difficulty mentioned, 

We are overwhelmed with the great fivours of Government, and we are very 
thankful for their protection of us. 

We thank them and you for kindnesses accorded to us, 

And Salaam, 

















Tnclosure 4 in No, 1. 


The Sultan of Muscat to Shiekhs Abdulla-bin-Saeeit, Mukammad-bin-Mubarak, Khamees- 
bin-Alee, Nasir fuhammad, andl all the men of the Jenebeh tribe in Soor, 


(Translation, 
‘Aftor compliments.) 
WE want yo 





1th Shawwal, 1816 (Felruary 16, 1890) 
to return the flags which you have taken from foreign Powers 
Decause you are (our) subjects, and you ouglit not to have the flags of others, ax 
wo aro afraid that a mistake might be made by ourselves or by those who have 
the charge of the sea in regard fo your vessels ‘and your property. It is therefore 
better for you to return to your original red flag, and it is better for you to obey 
(our) order, 

‘Phis is what we inform you, that you may be aware of it,and Salaams, We have 
warned you, «nd he who is warned is without excuse, 




















No, 92. 
Sir M, Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received August 80.) 


(No, 60.) 
felegraphic.) BP. Gulahek, August 80, 1899. 

‘THE substance of your Lordship's telegrams Nos, 1 and 34 was communicated to 
the Sadr-i-\zam. Boyond requesting that your Lordship might be informed that. ho 
understood the telegram regarding the Freich Loan, his Highness made no comment 
gn it. ‘The negotiations for that Toan have, it would soom prolmble, almady fallen 
through, 
sean tte SuteAzans made the following proposal rparding the security forthe dual 
Joan : 

1, That the regular payment of interest and sinking fund should be guaranteed 
by the Persian Government, 

‘at a representative should be appointed by the bank in Tehran, should the 

a ena fail to keep their engagements. 
155) 2g 
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3, That the bank should have effective control in the custom-houses if the 
Persian Government still failed to keep their engagements. 

Tam requested by the Sadr-i-Azam to telograph these proposals to your Lordship. 
Difficulties may, ho thinks, he made by both the Shah and the Russians in the matter 
‘ofa dual loan, although he says that the Russians are willing to grant a loan on the 
security of the northern ports. 












































No. 93. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 





Foreign Office, August 31, 1899. 
‘od your telegram No, 60 of yesterday. 
ha conditions suggested in my telegram No, 28 of the 19th ultimo differ 
ally from those now proposed. It would, however, be premature to discuss 
ve hear from the Persian Government how a dual loan is regarded by 














‘them wn 
Russia, 





No. M4. 


Consuls General Wood to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 8.) 






(Confidential,) 

My Lord, Tabrees, August 17; 1899. 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s information, the copy of a 

‘or despatch L have this day addvessed to Hor Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran with 

val to tho doings of the Russian Syndicate for mining and other operations in th 

district of Karadagh. 








fi 









T have &e, 
(Signed) CECLL G. WOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 94, 


Consul-General Wood to Sir M. Durand. 






(Mo. 18, Content) 
i Tabrees, August V7, 1899, 

WITH to my despateh, No, 1, Confidential, of the 20th June, with 
regard to the mining aud othier concessions granted to a Russian Syndicate, 1 have the 
Honour to report the information which has reached me from Karadagh, where the 
Thussian ongineers are at present. 

Tt appears that they have begut mining operations, and the erection of the 

Duildings necessary for heir purpose, at a village called Astama, in the vicinity. of 

the eapital of Kardas! they have purchased, through an Armenian 
avamall village, where they have fallen upon ancient mines of coal, copper, and 
ead, for some 4,000 tomans. 

‘As your Excellency is aware, the above manner of purchasin 
tho only one at the disposal of foreigners. 

‘Mie nominal parchaser, I hear our good authority, has returned to Tabreez, in 
or to endeavour to obtain a transfer of the title-deeds of the above-mentioned 
village to the name of the Russian Syndicate. 

OF course, such a transfer could only be obtainad by illicit means. Yet, as it 
would be in the favour of the Russians, I presume these would insist hereafter upon 
its legality, whereby another precedent, founded on an abuse of power, would be 
obtained. 1 regret that T haye not been able to obtain, so far, more details. with 
regard to the working of the mines, and the attitude of the natives towards the 
miners, &e, but the Karadagh is at present overrun by the Shalsavans, or nomads, 
and cope can andy pros ny distance from Ahar, the capital, or move from 
‘one place to another, unless in large parties and armed to the teeth. 






























Jand in Persia is 


























TTT 

























veil September 5.) 





Injierial Bink of Persia to F 


26, Abchurch Lane, London, Soptenber 4, 
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oting chief manager 





G. NEWELL, Manager. 
















Teleyran received from Tehran, Seplember 1, 1599. 





unt 20th. Septer 


15th November 
onder deposit 200,000 asliraities (70,000L), 

istont-house, 8,000,000 krans 
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‘A Governor has only just been appointed to that turbulent district, and I trust 
that things will quiet down sufficiently Inter on to allow of my obtaining further and 
‘more complete information. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) CEOIL G. WOOD. 















No, 95. 






‘Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 5.) 









(No. 61.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 5, 1809. 


TTAVE the honour to state, with reference to your Lordship's telegram No. 35, 
Scoret, that I was personally informed last night by the Persian Minister for Foreign. 
‘Mfairg that the Persian Government knew nothing of any scheme for a railway to 
Heshed, and that they would certainly reject any such scheme were it put forward at 
any time hereafter. 


























No, 96. 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ofice.—(Received September 8.) 
25, Abchureh Lane, London, September 7, 1899. 


IN continuation of my letter of the ‘ith instant, I have the honour to inclose, for 
fons of telegrams exchanged yesterday with our Tehran 


Sir, 








your information, transl 


office. 
Thaye, &e. 


(Signed) |G. NEWELL, Manager, 





————— 








Tnelosure in No. 96. 


‘Telegram received from Tehran on September 0, 1809. 





Azam states custom-house they will provide independently, conpon 

now uncovered 10,000,000 krs, (200,0001.] [there 
‘rll] remain some 1,200,000 ks, [24,0001] to be covored ; only security ho cnn efor 
Pr iilatts on custom-honse, twenty weekly instalments; te will give up ashraffiess 
4s iT these conditions suit you? Haye much neel of 1,600,000 lkrs. [30,0001] during 


Mest weok, similar security, if you grant they will be much obliged. 


THE Sad 
duc 15th November ; if you agree 








9) 














Telegram sent in reply to above, 





za, auditors will not pass accounts 


SORRY cannot accept the proposal Sadr-i 
[24,0001] cash or bills, not exceeding: 


for shareholders’ meeting without 1,200,000 krs, 
thirty days’ date, 

Note-—On the eighth lino of the translation of telegram received from Teliran on 
tho int September, sent to you on the th instant, the sum given, as 500,000 krs. 
{20,0008.] should be 1,500,000 krs. {30,0001}, eon 
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No. 97. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received September 14.) 


Sir, India Office, September 13, 1899, 

LAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward herewith, to be laid before 
the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of a letter from the Government of India, 
dated the 17th August, with its inclosures, regarding Museat alfairs. 

2. With regard to the situation of the French coaling depot, his Lordship, 
adhoring to the views expressed in Sir Arthur Godley’s letter of the 9th ultimo, is glad 
to learn from your letter of the 10th ultimo that the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs has informed the French Ambassador that Her Majesty's Government, after 
‘communication with the Goyernment of India, are unable to depart from the position 
hich they have taken up on this subject, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Tnclosure 1 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Seoret,) 
My Lord, Simla, August 17, 1899, 

IN continuation of our Secret despatch, dated the 22nd June, we have. the honour 
to forvard, for your Lordship's information, copies of the papers deseribed in the 
inclosed list, regarding Muscat affairs, 

2, We desire to invite the special attention of Her Majesty's Government to 
Major Fagan’s letter to our Resident in the Persian Gulf, No. 874, dated the 4th 
August, in which he describes the position of the Riyam’ Cove, and explains the 
probable objects of the French Government in selecting. this place as the site for their 
proposed coating depot. Our views on the French proposal are contained in the 

iecroy’s telegram to your Lordship of the Gth August. In accordance with instruc. 
tions contained in yout Lordship's telegran, dated the 2nd June, the Sultan of Museat 
has been made clearly to understand that Her Majesty's Government cannot consent to 
the grant to the French of a site fora conling-shed clsewhere than in Museat Harbour 
under the same ¢ as ours. Major Fazan’s Report. makes it clear that there is 
no essential difference between Bunder Jissch and Riyam in respect to. the extent to 
which they both conflict with the understanding arrived at between Lord Salisbury and 
the Brench Ambassador. ‘he one place is & miles, the other 1 mile, from Muscat, and 
Doth sites fail equally to conform to the arrangement that the E pdt is to 
de *in the seme conditions as those adopted hy the Kuglish Administration ” which has 
its depdt at Museat, In these circumstances, we trust that Her Majesty's Government 
will in uo way withdraw from the position which we have taken up in consequence of 
their repeated instructions, and will adopt in regard. to Riyam the position already 
assumed in regard to Bunder Jissch that, if the French Government persist in trying 
to obtnina depot at this place, we must reserve to ourselves the right to sive such 
advice to the Sultan as we think proper, 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
W. 8. A. LOCKHART, 


E, DAWKINS. 
RALEIG! 
GARDIN 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 97. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Mende to Government of India, June 12, 1899. 


[Inclosure 1 in No, 9.] 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 97. 


Consul Fagan to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, May 29, 1899. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 97. 
ad t of a Letter to our Sheikh the learned Abdulta jin Humeid-as-Salimi, . 
Fe Ee ee ea “Khali Muhammad, Muhasan-bin-Ams, and Sweiman- 
bin-Humeid-bin-Abdulla, the Harithees. 
[Inclosure 3 in No, 39.] 
Tnclosure 5 in No, 97. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India, June 12, 1899. 


[Inclosure 4 in No, 39.) 


Inclosure 6 in No. 97. 
Consul Fagan to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade, May 2, 159%. 
[Inclosure 2 in No. 30] 
SS 
Inclosure 7 in No. 97, 
Memorandum oy Major Fagan, dated May 27, 1899, 
[Inclosure 6 in No. 39.) 
Inclosure 8 in No, 97. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India, 
(Confidential) - son ot thus ine 125 1800. 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Goverument of ‘ 


copy of a letter, dated the 26th May, with inclosure, froin the Political Agent, Museat, 
regarding the fort at Hazm. 
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Inclosure 9 in No, 97. 


Major Fagan to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Confidential) Muscat, May 29, 1899. 
WITH reference to the entries in the Muscat diary, marginally noted,* I have the 
honour to forward, for your information, a Memorandum I have drawn up showing the 
Sultan's action in regard to the fort at Hazm, 


Inclosure 10 in No. 97. 
Memorandum regarding the Sultan's recent action with regard to the Fort at Hazm. 


SATYID SAID-BIN-IBRAHIM, of Rostak, brother-in-law of the Sultan by his 
marriage, arrived at Muscat on the 29th April, 1899, and was received with 
‘salute of eleven guns, A short narrative of this man's previous history will be useful 
to account for the Sultan's recent attitude towards him and subsequent action, 
*— Saiyid Suid was in Rostake fort when his father, Saiyid Thrahim, died, ‘Ten days 
afterwards the Beni Ruwahi induced him by treachery to leave the fort and to visit 
‘While he was with them the Beni Ruwahi installed Saiyid Said-bin-Azam in 
ni Ghafri, and 
wrote to the Sultan for funds and assistance, ‘The fort of Hazm is one the possession of 
which the Sultan much covets, as it enables the holder to dominate with a comparatively 
stall force the roads lending from the Yal Sad and Beni Ghatri country to the coast, 
Accordingly, the Sultan, with this object in view, sent his brother-in-law what hi 
for, and also a reinfureement of twelve men, but Saiyid Said refused to allow the 
the fort, as he mistrusted his brother-in-law’s intentions, On his arrival here on a visit 
the Sultan made much of him, fired a salute of eleven guns in his honour, and explained 
to him that the men he had sent to Hnzm were purely for his assistance, and not 
amy way to take possession of the fort, Saiyid Said being a weak and fecble 
individual, believed this, and when his visit was ended, he returned with seventeen of the 
Sultan's n 
On arrival there he took in the men, and, having sent the major portion of the 
Beni Ghufri garrison in various directions on one excuse and another, so reduced their 
numbors that he was able to expel the rest without having recourse to force, The fort 
is thorefore now in possession of the Sultan's men, {lis Highness’ intention is to 
transfor Saiyid Said sooner or Inter elsewhere, when the fort will be entirely in his 
hands. ‘The Beni Ghatri are much incensed at the loss of the fort, and trouble is 
anticipated, 












ak fort, and Saiyid Said fled to Hazm, which was garrisoned by the Ber 




































(Signed) ©. G. F FAGAN, Major, 
Political Ayent und Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 
Museat, May 29, 1899. 





Inelosure 11 in No, 07. 





Major Bayan to Government of India. 





(Ilogrphio) Kurrachee, June 
MUSOAT, the 24th June, 

Your Seeret telegram of the 18th June to the Resident in the Persian Gulf, 1 
rogret exceedingly mistake in my communication to the Sultan, which was caused by 
my misapprehending the wishes of the Government of India. May I withdraw my 
etter to the Sultan, and substitute in its place another one in which first paragraph 
of the letter nithdrawn will he omitted ? I woul in this ease take the opportan 
informing the Sultan verbally that T expect him to consult me as to the situation, 
of the proposed sites, 



















* Dosted Apt 29, May 14 wan 95, 80 
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Inclosure 12 in No. 97. 





Government of India to Major Fagan. 


(Telegraphie.) Simla, Tune 28, 1899. 
YOUR telegram, the 24th June. 
Do not withdraw letter, but take convenient opportunity of explaining verbally to 
Sultan what is expected. 


(Confidential. Seat 
‘A copy of the foregoing telegram, with a copy of the telegram to which it is a reply, 
is forvanted to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf for information, in continuation 
of the telegram from the Government of India in the Foreign Department, dated the 
18th June, 1899. 
dune 30, 1899. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 97. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mente (0 Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Bushire, June 19, 1899, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Secret telegram, dated the 
18th instant, on the subject of the unauthorized action taken by the Political Agent at 
Muscat in not strictly adhering to your instruetionsns to the termis of the communications 
he was to make to the Sultan regarding the wishes of the Government of fndia in the 
event of the French applying to him for a coal:shed at Muscat, 

















2. Tam forwarding a copy of your telegram by to-day's mail to Major Fagan for 
information and guidance, and am, at the sime time, asking him for an explanation of 





his action, and his reply will be communicated to you in due course 

3. [take the opportunity to observe that Major Fagan’s deviation from the exact 
terms of his instructions was noticed here, when the text of his communieation to the 
Sultan was received, but. after some consideration, I decided that, it was not necessary 
for me to bring it specially to the notice of the Government of India, as it was then too 
ate to make any alteration in it, and, as I fele-sure that, it it was a mutter of importance, 
it would be corrected by you. 

















Inclosure 14 in No. 97. 
Government of India to Lieutenunt-Colonel Meade, 


Confidential.) Simla, July 8, 1809, 
TAM directed to reply to your letter, dated the 12th fume last, forwaslig a copy 
of a Memoranduyy in which Major Fag inrs of an Interview between himself 
‘and Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Amir of the Beni Rashib tribe, 
Tam to request you to inform Major Fagan that it ix no. part of his business 
to discuss with the tribes, or with their representatives, the possibilities or prospects 
of rebellion against their Sovereign, to whom Major Fagan is himself accredited. Such 
proceedings can do no good, and may inyolve the Government of India in serious 
responsibility, 
























Inclosure 19 in No. 97. 






Liewenant-Colonel Meade to Government of Ludia. 








Confidential.) Bushi : 
THAVE the hionoar to forward, for the information of the Goverament of India, 
copy of a secret diary forwarded to me by che Political Agent, Muscat, 
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Inclosure 16 in No. 97. 


Secret Diary. 


Highness the Sultan was greatly overjoyed at hearing of the departure of 
Rea himiet Douglas from tho command of the Cast India squadron, as ho at onco 
jumped at the conclusion that his Fxcellency had been removed by the Government 
‘as a mark of their displeasure in consequence of his Excelleney’s recent action 
fat Muscat, On the 13th June Her Majesty's ship “ Pigeon” arrived at Muscat, and 
Drought the news that Admiral Douglas had been appointed Second Sea Lord at the 
iralty. ee 
Be ia vail notener meres to the Salta, and His Highness asked me to 
lations to the Admiral, 
tewanecogaialon 16 the AA ow AGAR Maj 
Political Ayent and Her Britannic Majesty's Co 
Muscat, Jione 14, 1899. 


Inclosure 17 in No. 97. 


Extract from the Diary of the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf for the week ending 
June 25, 1899, 


MUSCAT, the 11th June Jast, nae. , 

IL is rumoured that MM, Ottavi has offered 600 dollars to Fis Higlmess the Sultan 
for the purchase of a plot of ground in Sedab, but His Highness has not as yet accepted 
the offer, 


Inclosure 18 in No, 97. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India, July 10, 1899, 


[Inclosuro 1 in No. 


Inclosure 19 in No. 97 
Major Fagan to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, June 26, 1899. 


[Inclosure 2 in No, 724) 


Tnclosure 20 in No. 97. 
Major Fagan to Government of Tdia. 


(Tetegraphic.) Jask, dugust 4, 1399. 
‘YOUR Seeret telegram, the 26¢h July, i 
French contention that there is not sufficient room for them at Makalla is contrary 
4 Jucts, With a little trouble and expense they could have same size godown there as 
we have. Riyam is an inhabited cove between Museat and Mattral; it is a favourite 
suminor anchorage for Frouch Suri dhows, but it is exposed to north-west winds 
which prevail during the winter, and is, therefore, quite unsuited for coal depot, 
but the position isu tavouruble ono from which to command entrance to Mattrah 
Harbour, and could be casily fortified, Decision of Her Majesty's Goverment 
+ to allow any site outside Muscat Harbour tor Freuch coal depOt has been com- 
wunicated to the Sultan, and is generally known, 1 would strongly urge it being 
adhered to, 
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Inclosure 21 in No. 97. 
Major Fagan to Government of India. 


Confidential.) Museat, August 4, 1800, 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a letter of to-day’s date which I have addressed to the Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf regarding the proposed French coaling dept at Muscat, 


Inclosure 22 in No. 97. 
Major Fagan to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Confidential,) 
WITH reference to a Secret telegram, dated the 
Government of India, Foreign De; 
the French Government for a coal 
and my rep! 
2. Ri 


3, It is, therefore, obvious that the French Government have other vbjects in view 
in asking for Riyam than the establishment of a cooling depot. Lf this was all thoy 
required, they would have undoubtedly accepted our offer of a part of the Mukalla Cove, 
because it is entirely sheltered from north.Wwesterly or other windy, and is in point of 
fact the only naturally suitable place for a coal depot in the Muscat Harboue, ov ite 
Vicinity, ‘The reason they have given for not accepting this offer, viz., insulliciency of 
Tom, is contrary to fuet. I haye carefully examined and measured the place myself, 
and can assert with confidence that, with the expenditure of a little money and trouble, 
they could prepare sufficient ground there to build godowns eapable of holding 3,000 tons 
of coal, which should be sufficient for all the legitimate or peaceful requirements of @ 
Power whose tag is seldom seen on a ship of war in this port more than once in the 
year, and even then on nothing larger than a gun-boat, 

4. The principal object of the French is not far to seek, ‘There is no. doubt: that 
French pretensions suffered a decided check on this coast, and French prestige a 
blow by the action of the British authorities in respect to the lease of Bunder 
Our insistence on the public cancellation of the lease, and the decision of Her Maj 
Government not to permit the grant of any coaling place to the French outside Muscat 
Harbour, has served to impress on the people of Oman the knowledge of our pover 
and determination to safeguard our interests against all comers, ‘The object of the 
French Government is to endeavour to undo this impression and to restore their prestige 
at the expense of our own, and with this object in view they are anxious to obtain a 
coaling depot outside Muscat Harbour, so as to make it appear that, although we have 
shown ourselves ready to forec the Sultan to cary out our wishes, we have sot had 
the courage to maintain the position we have taken up in the face of a great Power like 

ce. 

The French Consul, M. Ottavi, in conversation with me, has often expressed great 
disappointment at the weakness of the French in their dealings with us in the 
Muscat incident, and he told me frankly a few days ago that he had been strongly urgin, 
his Governnient to persist in their demand for Bunder Jisseh, Apparently the Frend 
Foreign Miuister has not seen his way to accept M, Ottavi's advice on this point, and has 


7 Not print. 
(1857) os 2a 
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‘asked him to sggest some other place, and M. Ottavi has apparently mentioned 
Riyom. 

yey. Phere is yet another aspect of this desire of the French to acquire a footing in 
Riyam, which (lionever innocent their intention may at present appear) should not 
altogether be lost sight of, 

Tiyam lies hnlf-way between Museat and Mattrah, but is altogether separate and 
not very accessible froin cither place by land, being connected only by a somewhat 
difficult hil-path, 

Tf, therefore, the French were to havea coaling-shed there, the retired Naval officer, 
who, aecording to the French papers, is going to be placed in charge of the coal 
Uatablishiment, would also have his house in the village, and as the cove is also utilized 
by the French Suri dhows as an anchorage during the summer months, there is little 
doubt that the Riyam would, in due course, fall considerably under French influence, 
which might be further increased by extencling the usual French system of granting 
protection and their flag to any owners of native craft residing in the village. Such a 
Colony might aiford many pretexts for French interference and would be undesirable. 
‘he ridge surrounding Riyam commands at one and the same time the entrance to the 
Mattrah Harbour, the Muscat-Mattrah road, and town of Museat, 

6, Mo sim up, therefore, Lam strongly of opinion that it would be detrimental to 
our interests to allow the French to obtain any footing in Riyam, firstly, because, in 
consequence of its unsuitability as a, place for eoaling, the French Government must 
have some other object in asking for it; aud, secondly, because such a concession would 
bo looked upon as a sign of weakness on our part by the Sultan and the people of 
Oman, Her Majesty's Government has informed His TH Sultan of Museat 
that they will offer no objection to the grant to the French of a site for a coal depit 
within the Museat Harbour, but that they eannot aequiesee in any such concession else 
whore within His Highness’ dominions, I yould respectfully, but strongly, urge that 
this decision wiay be rigidly adhered to. 


Inelosure 23 in No. 97. 
Major Fajan to Government of India, August 8, 1899, 


[Already printed] 





No. 98, 
Iulia Office to Foreign Office—(Reveived September 15.) 


Sin, India Office, September 14, 1899. 

TAM divecteil by the Seoretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your three letters dite:t respectively the 4th, 1d 22nd August, relative to the 
Attompts of the Constantinople Board of Health to establish Sanitary stations along the 
‘Arabian shores of the Persian Gulf. 

Marquess of Salisbury to 
approve the instructions whic to Dr, Dickson as to. his 
proper attitude at the Board in regard to these questions. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 





No. 99. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Satishury—(Received September 15.) 


(No, 62.) 
‘Telographie.) P. Gulakek, September 15, 1899. 

T CALLED upon the Sadr-i-Azam on the 13th instant to take leave of His 
{ighnoss before my start on tous, He was pleasant and polite, but he seemed to be 
depressed, ‘The question of the loan was not mentioned; indeed, since your Lord- 
ship's last telegram the matter has not been referred to. | According to the German 
and Belgian Ministers, negotiations for a loan from Russia are in progress. 


o1 


‘The Hakim-ul-Mnlk, who is the leader of the Court party and the Shah’s 
entourage, came last night with the Nasr-ul-Mulk to sec Be and ene, cordial 
messages from the Shah, His Majesty proposes sending some of his body-guard as an 
escort for me on my journey through the tribal cowntry. ‘The Hakim-ul-Mulk told 
me that he wai making arrangements to send his children to England, and questioned 
me abont schools, Tt is generally reported that he is opposed to the Sadr-i-Azam’s 
resent policy, and that their relations are by no means cordial. As he was taking 
leave the Nasr-ul-Mulk warned me to “take caro of negotiations now proceeding in 
the capital of Russia.” Possibly it might be worth while making inquiries as to 
whether anything is known at St, Petersburgh of loan negotiations, 





No, 100. 
Faash The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scott, 


(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 16, 1899, 
HAVE ‘you any information respecting negotiations at St, Petorsbungh for a Persian 
loan? Sir M. Durand learns that such negotiations are proceeding, 





No. 101, 
India Office to Foreign Office: —(Received September 19.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a Seeret letter 
from the Government of Inia, dated the 31¢t August and inclosur, respecting Muscat 
atfairs, 

India Office, September 18, 1899, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 101, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Geeret) 
My Lord, 
IN continuation of the Vieeroy’s telegram of the 28rd August list, we have the 


Simla, August 91, 1809. 


honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Government, a copy of a 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, containing a further Report on tiene Ya 
establish a coaling depot in the Riyam Cove, near Muscat. 
_ We have, 
(Signed) " CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 

W. S, A. LOCKHART. 

B. H. H, COLLEN, 

o, RIVAZ. 

2. E, DAWKINS. 

Y, RALEIGH, 

R, GARDINER, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 101, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of fndia, 


(Confidential.) Kurrachee, August 20, 1899. 
Taly ANE, the tonour to ubmit the Report called for in your telegram of the 26th 
Joly, regarding the request of the French Ambassador for a coaling shed at Riyam 
2, As I was detained longer than T antic} 
Major Fagan, the Political Agent, who has 
August and letter of the following day, 


8. Major Fagan is of opinion that there is sufficient space in the Makalla Coves 


ated at Bushire T sent your message to 
ven me copies of his telegram of the 3rd 








92 


where our own coal sheds are situated, for a French coal-shed, eapable of containing 
8,000 tons of coal, He farther considers that the request for a site for a coal-shed in 
‘the Riyam Cove is not inspired hy a bond fide wish to have a commercial coal depot there, 
bat is due to other causes, and he recommends, for reasons set forth in his communications 
referred to, that the French should not be allowed to have their coal-shed outside the 
Mascat Harbour. 

4.1 have informed you, by a telegram dated the 18th instant, that I agree 
generally with Major Fagan's views, for [ found, on examining the Makalla Cove, that 
there is a space of 124 feet long by 08 fect broad to the south of our large coal 
shed, which is only 118 feet by 42 feet, One of our tno snail coal-sheds is on the 
piece of ground I refer to, which can also be further enlarged by blasting. ‘The 
other small shed is in front of our large one, the breadth of the two combined being 
86 fect by 42 feet for the large one, and 44 fect for the sinall one. If we relinquish 
ur small'shed to the south side, the French will have sufficient space to erect a shed 
‘capable of storing more coal than they are at all likely to want. 

6, Riyam Cove, as Major Fagan mentions, is nearly midway between Maseat and 
Muttra, As it is an open cove, with no protection to the north and west, it would 
not he of much use for a coaling place during the cool season, when the prevailing 
wind is north-west, ‘The object of the French Consul in urzing his Government to 
obtain it seems to be political, and I am informed that he would like to get it, so 
thnt it may be known that Her Majesty's Government have had to yield, and have 
had to allow the French to have a coal depbt in a eove of their own selection outside the 
Muscat Harbour, If the object of the French is merely, as they profess, to get a 
commercial coal deyit at Muscat, a portion of the Makalla Cove will suit thei 
requirements admirably, but it seems evident that the Fronch—or, at any rate, the 
French Consul—have other objects in view, and such being the ease, 1 strongly recom- 
mend that Her Majesty’s Government may be advised not to consent to a coaling 
depot boing established by the French in the Riyam Cove, on the ground that it is 
‘outside the harbour, and that @ coal-shed there will be on different conditions to 
our own, 





No. 108, 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 


No, 87.) 
(‘Tolegraphic.) P. 

REFERRING to your telogram No, 63 of the 17th instant, T shall be glad if you 
will inform me whether you have comminicated the views expressed in my tologeam 
No, 80 to Porsinn Government, and if you have done so, what reply they have returned 
to your communication, 


Foreign Office, September 19, 1809. 





No. 103, 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N, O*Conor. 


(No. 98. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1899. 

{ HAVE recived your despatch No, 116, Commercial, of the Sth ultimo, respecting 
the attempts made by the Constantinople Board of Health to establish Sanitary stations 
along the Arabian sliores of the Persian Gulf, 

1 approve the instructions which you have given to Dr. Dickson as to his attitude at 
the Board in regard to these questions, 

Lam, &. 
{(Signed) ASBURY. 
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No. 104. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received September 20,) 


(No. 85.) 
‘My Lord, Gulaliek, August 23, 1899, 

‘THE attitude of the Persian Government bas of late changed very much for the 
worse, as your Lordshap is aware, and there have been many indications that the Sadr-i- 
‘Azam is inclined to behave towards us in av uniriendly manner. 

The main reason for this attitude on his part is his failure to obtain a loan in 
England on his own terms. He cannot get over the feeling that if this Legation and Her 
Majesty's Government really wished to help him they could procure for him two millions 
at once, and without his being obliged to hand over the control of the custom-houses. He 
greatly resents their not doing so, and hopes by threats of close connection with the 
Russians, and by other me tus thore accommodating. 

1 think that the impending return of the Amin-ed-Dowleli has also made his 
Highness suspicious of this Legation. Amin-ed-Dowleh was on very good terms with us, 
and his Highness probably supposes that we should welcome his restoration to power. 
He is now at Tiflis, on his way back to Persia, and if the Sudr-i-Azam can keep hin away: 
from the country he certainly will. 

His Highness is working very hard to get a loan, and he has had one or two not 
unfavourable offers from France, but so far the negotiations have come to nothing, ‘The 
Russian bunks in Tebran have made periodical advances, but they now declare they will 
lend no more, and his Highness is much troubled by the ecessity of finding cash for 
‘current expenses. 

Prices ure still very high in Tehran, but grain is coming in, and bread, though dear, 
can be got, 1 have reported separately the death of the Musbir-ed-Dowleh and the 
appointinent of is successor, ‘There have been two other appointwents of some 
importance this month, The Amin-i-Khilvat has been appointed Mi f Justice, 
the Asaf-ud-Dowleh has been made Gov ‘Tehran in place of the 
Dowleh, ‘The Asaf-ud-Dowleh is a capable 1 did well in Kerman, The Amin. 
Khilvat is not a man of special ability, but he is gentlemanly and agreeable, and will do 
well cough, for the Ministry of Justice is practically a sinecure, ‘These and other recent 
appointments tend to show that the Sadi-isAzam is gradually strengthening his position, 

i he is still entirely at the mietoy ofthe people about the Court, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HH, M, DURAND. 


No, 105, 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 20.) 


(No, 86.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, August 28, 1999, 
__LTAVE the honour to report that the Foreign Minister, Mushir-ed-Dowleh, died 
in Parieon the August, at the age of 75. flo lis for some years. boen in bad 
health, and was at the time on sick leave. 
His Excellency was well-known in Europe under the name of Mohsim Khan, and 
especially in Constantinople, where he had lived as Persian Ambassador for several years, 
He was a snan of genial temper and pleasant twanners, much given to hospitality, which 
is a rare thing among Persians, and he had the gift of a very ready wit. He was like all 
Persian officials quite shameless as to the means by which he made money, and he was 
dilatory and inefficient in the discharge of work, but his death will, I think, be generally 


He has been succeeded in his office and title by the Mushir-ul-Mull, who was acting 
for him, aye more than once described the Mushir-ul-Mulk, now Mushic-ed-Dowleh, 
in my despatches to your Lordship. He is, perhaps, the steadiest of the officials now at 
head-quarters; not « strong man, but hard-working’ und useful to his Government, He 
will now be in reality the mouthpiece of the Sadr-i-Azam, with whom he is in very close 
connection, and to whom the smallest questious are invariably referred, 


His Excellency, like the Sudr-i-Azam, knows no language but his own, which is a 
[1557] 2B 





drawback in a Foreign Minister; but he is helped by his son, now Mushir-ul-Mulk, a 
young man who was educated in Russia and speaks French fluently with a strong Russian 
accent. 

‘The advancement of the new Mu: ed-Dowleh has been received with disfavour by 
some of the forcign Representatives in Tebran, and by the senior members of the 
Persian Corps Diplomatique, I understand that his appointment to act as Foreign 
Minister called forth a vigorous protest from the late Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who had left a 
‘man of his own selection in charge of the office; and his confirmation in the appointwent 
has led to the resignation of the Ambassador in Constantinople. 

he new Foreign Minister has signalized his advancement by the declaration about 
which I telegraphed to your Lordship yesterday, He, in fact, anounced to me that the 
Persian Government had lost faith in our good-will because we had not leat them the 
{wo millions they required, and that they were “not far from” looking to. Russia tor 
friendship. ‘This threat. was completely foreign to the ways of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
but it showed that we must not expect him fo exercise any moderating influence on the 
Sadr-i-Azam, from whom it undoubtedly emanated. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) H, M, DURAND. 





No. 106, 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 20.) 


(No. 87.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, August 24, 1899. 
| HAVE the houour to transmit herewith the usual suromary of frontier and other 
news for the month ended this day, which has been drawn up by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Picot, Military Attaché in this Legation, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) H, M, DURAND. 


Tnelosure in No, 106, 
Monthly Summary from July 26 to August 24, 1899, 


Resht—Grave fears are entertained of the almost totat failure of the rice crop in 
Ghitan owing to the continuance of the prolonged drought from which the C spian 
provinces in generitl five heen suffering, Prayers and processions fa have been 
organized on an unprecedented scale it it red success, 
Meantime ull export of i ased, whilst the trade of Tehran, where rice forms one 
of the staple articles of food has declined t dangerous extent, 

‘The establishment of a Native Banking Company ut Reshit is spoken of with a 
working capital of 150,000 tomans, It would appear that the success of the Fars and 
Bushiro ‘Trading Company in Southern Persia has given encouragement to. Persian 
merchants elsewhere, We shall perhaps hear less of Persia banking concerns when the 
Fars ind Bushire Companies are forced to withdraw their illegal issues of notes. 

Ispahan—Price Dabija, Russian Consul at Ispahan, has returned to his post after 
completing his tour by marching along the Bakhtiari road from Abwaz to Ispaban. If 
his object in travelling in the south-west was to advertise the more forward policy of Russia 


No cases of plague having occurred since the beginning of July, the Persian Govern 
tment have declared Bushire to be free from infection, 
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A serious outbreak of cholera is reported on the Persian Mekran coast, and it would 
appear about time for the Persian Government to establish a quarantine station at the 
Island of Hormuz. 

‘The Persian Government. have definitely refused to remove the embargo on the 
export of wheat. Our merchants on the Karan report that the effect of this refusal will 
be to place the export business in the hunds of Persian merchants, who will connive with 
the officials in exporting such surplus grain as may be available after local requirements 
have been met. Foreign merchants naturally protest vigorously against orders which tend 
to transfer their business to the native firms or to ereate a monopoly of trade, 

Tebran—The death of the Mushit-ed-Dowleh, Minister for Foreign Affair, has led to 
a general change in the constitution of the Ministry, ‘The following changes and appoint 
ments have been made:— 

‘The Mushir-ul-Mutk, who had charge of the Foreign Office in the late Minister's 
absence, has been given the title of Mushired-Dowlch with the rank of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, 

‘The post of Vazir-i-Lashkar, vacated by the Mushir-ul-Mulk, has been given to the 
Kawam-ed-Dowleh. 

is Highness Amir Khan Sirdar, G.C.M.G., has been given the title of Sipahsalar or 
Commander-in-Chief. 

The Asaf-ud-Dowteh, late Governor of Kerman, has been appointed Governor of 
‘Tehran, a very important post in view of the danger of famine in the coming 

inalvat replaces His Imperial Highness Prince Nusrat-es- 


of the town, takes the post of Vazirsi-Durbar, 

‘The general result of the change will, it is believed, strengthen the hands of the 
Sadr-i-Azam as most of the new men are his personal friends or supporters, ‘The only 
inember of the Turk” or Tabreez party who now retains his influence unimpaired is the 
Hakim-ul-Mulk, the Shah's favourite doctor, he disintegration of this party hns steadily 
continued sinee the removal of the Firman Famar, 

‘The Sadr-i-Azam hns again through Her Majesty's Minister addressed himself to Hur 
Majesty's Government for financial assistance, He describes the situation of his Govern 
ment as untenable without a loan, and threatens to accept any money which may be 
forthcoming, 

Tabreez.—M. Navs, the Director-General of Custows, recently endeavoured to brin 
duties evil on nave merchants in Azeriajn more on a pa with those pd by foreign 
merchants. ‘This stop met with serious opposition ; the closure of the bazaars, accom 
panied by rioting, was threatened, and, as usual, the civil authority was forced to give way. 
‘The rates have again been reduced, and the Government have once more shown they have 
not the moral courage to oppose any organized pressure brought about by the merchants, 
mullahs, or others, 

raz:—The illegal issue of bank-notes of the Bushire and Fars Trading Companies, 
continue to cireulate freely. No effective measures for theit withdrawal have yet boon 
taken, and the merchants show the greatest confidence in tho support ‘of their 
Government. 
(Signed) ——-H, PICO, Lieutenant-Colonel 


No. 107. 
Sir M. Durand (0 the Marquess of Salisbury. (Received September 20.) 


(No, 88.) 
My Lord, Guluhek, August 24, 1899, 
1 HAVE the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, a Memorandum by 
Mr, Spring-Rice upon the outbreak of plague in Bushire, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) 1, M. DURAND, 
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Memorandum by Mr, Spring-Rice respecting the Plague at Bushire, July 24 o August 24, 


THE attempt to commence measures aguiust the spread of the plague resulted in a 
riot, which broke out on the 24th July. Stones were thrown at the Residency and at the 
ViewsConsul, und Europeans were insulted. Communications passed between the rioters 
and Shiraz end Ispaban vith a view to a zeneral movement against plague measures, 

On the 28th July Sir M, Durand informed the Persian Government that if they were 
nwilling oF unable to take the measures recommended by the English doctors the British 
weiorities bad io further responsibility, and that the Persian Goverament must justify 
themselves to other countries, The situation at Bushire remained unsettled for some 
tim 

‘On the Biat July the Resident, reported that the shops ysere still shut, the people 
resorting to their mosques, and some damage was d 10 the Persian telegraph office. 
Telegrams were dispatched from the people of Bushire to the Persian Government praying 
chat orders might be sent for the suspension of the plague measures 

On the Tst August Colonel Meade requested authority to land men from the g 
boats, if necessary, to protect the Residency and telegraph offiee, and he was informed, 
reply, that full confidence was pliced in’ his judgment, and that, if he considered it 
necessary, the men wight be unde: 

‘On the Sod August Sir M. Durand addressed a note to the Minister for Foreign 
“Asiairs, bringing the events at Bushite to his serious consideration, and informing him th 
the Resident had beon authorized to’ land troops if he deemed it necessary in order 
to sufeauard the lives and property of Europeans, ‘The troops would be used solely 
for that purpose, and would, tot interfere for the enforcement of plague measures, which 
wos the afin of the Persian Government, ‘The note urged that: unless the Persian 

ment tonk early steps to put an end to the the consequences might 
he scrions, and it concluded by suggesting that strong shoul be sont to the 

of the rioters informing then) ‘unless the i 
ordinary ayocations, they (the leaders) would be held personally responsible ; and finally, 
iL was suggested that suich orders should be sent through the Legation to the Resident, as 
wwoll as to the Persian officials, 

Meantinee, the disturbances continued, andon the same day (2nd August) Colonel 
Meade reported that the Bushire people appeared to be trying to get the tribes to fois 
them, wikeh, in his opinion, might make it necessary to bring up detachments from Jask 
and Gharbar, He was told’ chat his proposal was approved if the Government of Tidia 
consented. 

On the next day (8rd August), Sit M, Durand addressed a semi-official note to the 
Foreign Oice expressing the hope that the rioters would receive exemplary punishment, 
‘and that orders to that elfect would be sent at once, 

“The next day an answer was received to the effect that “les suesures nécessaites ont 
446 Ag prises pour eGtublir Vordze 8 Bushire2? Ineply, the Acting Minister for Forciga 
‘Maire was requested to notili-to Her Maj inn the exact nature of the measures 
taken in order that Lord Salisbury and Colonel Meade w i ‘To this no 
atiswer Was returied, aud the insttuetions of the Persian Government to thelr officals were 
not couununicated ns requested. 

‘On the ath August Colonel Meade reported that the Governor had received a 
reinforcement of 100 Tofangehis, and that he was able to carry out his orders, and to 
ounpel people to retum to thelr homes, Ong of the leadors wrote to, the Residency 
Soliciting Colonel NMeade’s good offices with the Shab, with a view to a reply being sent to 
the telegrams protesting against the plague measures. He was informed that this could 
hiot be dono till the disturbances ceased. ‘The next day the shops were reopened! and quiet 
restored. 

‘On the 7th the Resident left for Muscat, 

(On the Sth a note was addressed to the Persian Foreign Office suggesting that, as 
nny suspected case had appeared at Bushire or at Dilan since the Uth July; a declaration. 
might be issued to the effect that Bushire was no longer ed port, and a notific 
tion made to the foreign Goyernments concerned 

'At the same tiine the Persian Goveruincnt were urged to take the necessary measures 
against an onthieak of the plague in the winter, and:to inform the people that they must 
sequiesee in such meas 

‘The Sanitary Board met on the 27th July and on the 10th August. ‘The main point 
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in discussion was whether Bushire should be declared free of infect 
nso ; 0 infection. At the mecti 
of the 27th July De, Odling’s proposals to this eect was strenuously sppossty onthe 
tuzust De. Odliog proposed after tmenty-four days bad elapsed since the last 
sespesie eas the por old DS desared fee, To, Bostd,thongh Wali no room 
this effect, admitted that i ith e i 
Cormac slo admitted that it was within the eompetence of the Persia 
a the 23rd August the Persian Government informed Sir M 
op othe oon Aut ts Gover rmed Sir M, Durand that the port 
tires oie ave free of infection, and that measures would be taken against 
it may be worth recording that the rioters at Bushire ay 
a : tok - 
couraged and fed by Mahmoud Shell, whose frm is at present Gua Perraen 
the British Bank and that the Russian Conmul at. Ispahan, Prince Davia, was the guest 
his person duriog his visit to Bushire. It is also reported that Prince Daviza stated 


on the authority of the Russian doctor that th 
y of th were was no plag f 
there was no justification for the plague measures. SS es 





No. 108. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 20.) 


(No. 434. Seoret.) 


My 
Tard ascinea Constantinople, September 18, 1899, 
onan HE teforenes to my telegram No. 27, Sora, of the bth July Int, T have the 
beso ae FRET Ae | 4 despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at 
x m which may serve to elucidate the respective clat 
ot Kouasesls af Sabaly the Inte Shot of Koweit to the ae vipa at 
», and reporting a conversation with the Vali of Bussorah, in which Mr, Wrati 
expressed the hope that Hamdi Pasha would soon Ge anteaual entene 
expres pe that amd ould soon be able to arrive at an equitable 
seltlement of the question, whieh’ was one to-which Her Majesty's Government wore not 
T haye, &e, 
(Signed) -N. R. O'CONOR, 


Tnelosure in No, 108, 


Cc islaw to Sir N, O' 
(98. seo ‘onsul Wratislav to Sir N. O'Conor. 
ir, 
- : 5 Bussorah, July 28, 1899, 
a: wink ord to my derpateh No, 4 ofthe 16th instant, I hare ane 
port your Excellency's telegram of the 22nd instant 
eae rca io _enzsel into communieation with Hamou the aha otek 
§ of Koweit found, however, that he had not 
to Bussorah, and that’ he was understood to have rotator Valo 
: , and th { gone hack to Koweit afte 
soran of th Sle Oe ydown the iver. Thave no doubt, However, thot ho wil 
; sen inquiring alter him trom Abdul Latif, who brought his. messa 
eae Ere een Tag chit his message to 
ame, and that the Sheikh will thus understand that Twas ready to take an in ore 


a ere ; 
soitol NS not thought it advisable to communieate with either of thom by 
T called on the Vali on the 26th instant, and, i 
=a » Vali on and, introducing the subj 
division of the Koweit Jnbertnee,exprened to‘his Hxcelloncy the ops CHS 
Minjeaty'a Govtrnniett were nat tailiferent: recut Pacha vec ytnce he ocld tie 
: .  Hamdi Pasha replied i 
nothing better than to wind up the alli, asthe continual asec Rie 
Constantinople, in consequence of the nephews! appeals, ove im constant alaches, 
But he found it quite impossible o come to any just arrangement with Mubarek, who 
ante to Keep pmctialy all for Mimaalt and give th nophews a nero pittance.” Hi 
proce 216,000 3-year and alo let thom hare the nal propery at Rout Zein 
uce £'. 15,000 a-year, and also let them have the small property at Kout-el-Zel 
Mearer Bumsorak: "Tha latter's Yepistered in te maine of the ibe Bhelkh Afobaiceed 


Pasha, while the Fy ii i i 
a Se Fe TG weseent Be mass) the name of Sheikh Sabah, the father and 
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[asked his Excellency if it was not a fact that the nephews had entered a suit in 
the Sheri Court against Mubarek for the recovery of their shares, and he replied that 
that was so, but the Sheikh liad declined to file an answer to i 

‘The Vali did not tell me, but I here from else nt one Abdulla. 
el-Mushri to Koweit to negotiate afresh with Mubarek on this question. : 

It is very difficult to make any suggestion as to what would be an equitable 
division of the property, As your Excellency is aware, the law governing real 
roperty in Turkey is far from simple, and even had Ta complete knowledge of it it 
is doubtful whether Lam in full possession of the facts of the ease. Even the 
existence of Hamond was unknown to me till he sppeared at Bussorah, and in view of 
the enormous harems kept up by the Arab aristocracy of this district, it is quite 
possible that there may be other claimants yet for shares in the succession. ‘The Pao 
property sas 0 y stolen by Sheikh Sobah from another family, and is still 
registered in his nam¢ He was sneceeded by his son Abdulla, who died a natural 
death (apparently leaving no heirs). Abdulla was succeeded by his brother Mohammed, 
who was created Kaimakam and Pasha by the Sultan. Mohamined was murdered by 
Mubarek, along with another brother, Jerrah, and there are still two other brothers, 
Jabir and Haanoud, who adhere to Mubarck. ‘The claimants at Bussoral are three 
sons of Mohammesl and one son of Jerrah, ae 

If Abdulla loft no heirs, it would seem that the Fuo property should be divided 
into five parts, one for each brother or his heirs, which would give the nephews here 
two-fifths, or £'0.6,000 a-year instead of £71,600, as offered by Mubarek. ‘The 
roperiy at Kout-el-Zoin, anid also, I believe, another small place at Gerdilan, being in 

johammed’s name, should d But these are, T understand, of quite 

secondary importan 

AII"the estates, in undoubted ‘Turkish territory, are obviously under the 
jurisdiction of the ‘Purkish Courts, and the Porte have treated Mubarek with surprising 
Yenderness in allowing him to laugh at the ‘Tribunals and appropriate all the revenues 
of all the properties fox himself during three years, Tt is doubtful, however, whether 

ch indulgence will he continued in future, and it would, indeed, be most unjust 


nt to nothing which went on in the 
whore our interests are considerable, His Exeelteney replied that he was 
this, aud went on to enlaxge on the importance of Koweit and the ¢ 
excellence of its harbour, 
Thave not yet tad an opening for 
against any hostile action against Mubarck. 
has no such intentions 
withhold the necessary, 
very tou : y resent anything in the nature of 
an unis 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. C, WRATISLAW, 





No. 109, 
Sir N O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 20.) 


(No. 440. Confidentin) 
ly Tord, ‘Therapia, September 13, 1809. 

UPON visiting the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 11th instant, and after 
due consideration, F thought it well to take the opportunity presented by the appoint 
ment of a Harliou-master at Koweit to warm his Excellency in the sense of your 
Lontship's telegram No. 87 of the Sth instant. 

Tsaid that in view of the proponderant interests of Her Majesty's Government 
in the Persian Gulf wo could not look with indifference on what passed at Koweit, 
with whose Ruler Her Majesty's Government entertained very friendly relations, and 
that, therefore, Her Majesty’s Government eould not approve of the Sublime Porte 
imposing, without previous consultation, Ottoman officials upon the Sheikh, and still 
Jess of attemptin tablish thero, as had heen recently reported, a Custom-house or 
sending an armed force, Such proceedings were highly inexpedient, and as Her 
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Majesty's Government had on their part no aggressive intentions, I advised his Excel 
Ieney to avoid any steps calculated to raise a Koweit question, 

‘His Excellency agreed that it would be impolitie to do so, and authorized me to 
inform your Lordship that as the Sheikh of Koweit had refused to receive the Ottoman. 
Harbour-master lately sent there by the Minister of Marine or Naval Commandant of 
Bussorah without instructions from the Imperial Government, no further attempt 
would be made to insist upon the appointment, 

As regarded the rumoured establishment of an Ottoman Custom-house at that 
port or the dispatch of a military expedition, he could assure me the Government had 
no such intention, and upon my asking whether he authorized me to make this stato- 
ment to Her Majesty's Government he replied in the affirmative, 

His Excellency then went on to siy that in 1897 the Vali of Bussorah had 
proposed to send an expedition against the Sheikh of Koweit, Mubarek, and to station 
military foree there, but that the Sultan had refused his sanction on the ground that 
the Sheikh possessed ‘very little influence or territory, and that it was not worth the 
risk or expense. 

T informed his Excellency that I would communicate tho assurances he had given 
to me to your Lordship, and I had the honour of doing so in my telegram No. 41 of 
the 12th instant. 

Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. OCONOR, 





No. 110, 


Sir N. O'Cinor to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received September 20.) 


(No. 442. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapitt, September 14, 1899. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 440, Confidential, of” yesterday, I have the 
honour to report to your Lonihip that Anthopoulo Pusha’ealled upon me again this 
morning with another message from the Sultan to the following olf 

His Imperial Majesty was much disturbed by the observations Thad made on 
Monday, the 11th instant, to the ter for Foreign Affairs in reference to Kowei 
This Majesty thought there must be some misunderstanding as to the tonouy of my 
Tanguage, as he could not believe that Her Majesty's Government desired to interfere 

Ih his liberty of action in regard to meastires which he might take in ‘urkish 

Tis Majesty was aware of the important interests of England in the Persian, 

e desire of Ter Majesty's Government: not. to allow any foreign Powor 

to interfere with their road towards India, His Majesty had therefore desired him to 

state that if British interests were threatened by another Power he was ready and 
willing to provent this by armed force. 

Ttold the Ambassador that I was sure the assurances to me through his mouth 
from His Imperial Majesty would be fully appreciated by [er Majesty's Government, 
and that tho friendly eisposition that inspired them would be recogninid. 

T said that T did not, however, think it likely that the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
had misunderstood my language, and tliat T thought our mutual interests and the 
friendly relations between the two Governments would be served best by leaving no 
door open toa misunderstanding. I therefore repeated to his Excelleney what I had 
said to Tewfik Pasha, laying more stress, however, on the point that Ler Majesty's 
Government had no aggressive intention in tliose parts, and that it depended on the 
Ottoman Government not to raise an intricate and unpleasant question without 
necessity. Tadded that Her Majesty’s Government were in most friendly relations 
with the Sheikh of Koweit, and that we could not. be indifferent to, or pass without. 
notice, any hostile action taken against hin. 

Tavoided the dirvot issue of the territori deney of the Sheikh, as I saw 
nothing to be gained by raising the question before it was absolutely necessixy, but L 
endeavoured to leave do doubt on his Bxeelleney’s mind that we regarde! his position 
with peculiar interest. T'said that I considered it better to he quite outspoken, and 
that I thought it would be well if he repeatod my observation to Iis Majesty, as in 
such matters it was in the long ran better and more politic to be quite frank, 

T added that the appointment to which Hor Majesty's Government liad taken 
excoption was that of Harbour-master of Kowelt, and not of Kaimakam, whieh iad 
not been mentioned between us. 





100 


‘is Excellency did not seem ver jleased at the mission intrusted to him, or 
sated eee aie but he tail Ghat he must retura at once to Yildis to roport 
Tthe Sultan, Thave no doubt he will attempt. to soften and sinooth over matters, 
and give a pleasant gloss to my language, which will allay the anxiety of the 
Sultan. ould not trouble your Lordship with this report as the Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs has requested me’ to call upon him this afternoon, no doubt on the same 
subject, were it not that the messenger is just leaving, and the report of my interview 
‘with Tewilk Pasha will be too late for this mail. 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) NN. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 111, 
Sir ©. Scott to the Marquess of Satishury.—(Received September 21.) 


No, 90.) ‘ 

‘Telegraphie,) P. St, Petersburgh, September 21, 1809. 
FTV the honour to inform your Lordship, with reference to your telegram 

No. 136 of the 16th instant, that an Anglo-Russian Loan was proposed to the Shah 

by the Russian Minister in Tehitan. ‘ =e 

~ “His Majesty objected to this proposal, but agreed to an Anglo-Franco-Russian loan 

suggested by Count Mouravietl, é 

see eThe custoins revenucs, without control, are to be offered as security, and full powers 

to negotiate a loan on these conditions have already been given to the Persian Minister 

here, ha 

ee have been assured by Count Lamsdorff that no negotiations will be entered upon 

4ill M, Witte, who is now on a holiday, returns, and that Her Majesty’s Government will, 

in any cuse, be previously consulted. 





No. 112, 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scott, 


0, Lh) 
ogra ) 3 Foreign Office, September 23, 1899. 
LHAVE received your Excellency’ ‘am No, 96 of the 21st instant. 
‘hore are the strongest objections to n tripartite ment such as you indicate, 
and quit possibly questions ight he created in which Her Majety's Government would 
find that tho other two partners were opposed to them. : 
Res intorferco, if not eanteol in the Persian Gulf ports, and the assertion 
of special rights, which in the interesta of ow Indian Empire Her Majesty's Government 
‘would be obliged to resigt, would inevitably be the result of default, 5 
Y form the Russian Government that we are unablo to ize an} 
charg: f ports for a loan by any other Power, but that Her Majesty's 
Government ary ready to come to an arringement on the lines of my telegram to 
Bir M. Durand, No, 28, of the 19th July last. 





No, 118. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 


(RSeare she) P, Foreign Ofice, September 23, 1899. 
‘SEB telegrams No, 96 of the 21st September from Sir C. Scott and No. 144 of the 
0rd September sent to hinn in reply. on 
Het Majesty's Government cannot agree to make a tripartite arrangement for a 
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Joan, with"Russin and France a3 partners, thongh we are ready to fueilitate 4 loan with 
lien on ths customs of the Persisn Gulf ports, Russia to have a like lien on the 
northern ports Toan. 

Moreover, He y's Goverament would not recognize any change on tho 
Persian Galf jx to Russia and France together or to either Power separately, 
whether the agreement provided for eventual control or not: in case of default, those 
Powers would, wihout doubt, take advantage of it to try to assert exceptional rights in 
the Golf which Hor Maj in the interests of the Indian Empire, would 
be obliged to resist. 

You are authorized to make a communication to the Persian Government in that 
se So of security not open to these objections can porhaps be suggested 
by them, 





No. 14, 


Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Satishury—(Reeeived Seplembor 2 


St. Petersburgh, September 21, 1809, 

eph inquiry contained in your Lordships telegram No, 186 of the 

VGth instanc, I have the honour to report that, at the weekly reception to-day of thi 

Acting Minister for Foreign affairs, 1 met the Persian Minister, the Arfa-ed-Dowleb, who, 

pon my asking him whether there was any truth in the report that his Government were 

n with the Russian G replied that there was no question of 

purely joan, but of an Russian loan, of which he. hu ly 

spoken to Count Mouravieff, aud that he had received yesterday. from his Government the 

requisite full powers to commence negotiations, To my inquiry as to what guarantees 

would be offered as sce y for such a loan, he replied the Customs revenues of Persia, 
Dut without control. 

When received tater by Count Lamsdorff; f asked his Exeelleney whether there was 
any trath in the reported negotiations for a Russian form to Persia, and L urged tipon bi 
ey the adv! ch & question, bei dwith the utmost tr 

between aur respect so us to avoid the risk of wounding the su: 
Dilities of cithor Power by the nature of the guarantees to, be obtained ws sccurity for the 
loan. 

Count Lamsdortf informed mo that M. Argyropoulo, the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran, 
had proposed to the Shah the conclusion of un Anglo-Russian loan, to which His Majesty 
lind raised certain objections which his Exeolleney did uot define, ‘lo obviate these 
objections Count Mouraviell had suggested the inclusion of i thinl Power, and that the 
Joan should be an Anglo-Vranco-Russian loan. 

Count Lamsdortt assured ime that no negotiations had so far been opened, ancl that 
he would not enter upon any such negotiations until the return of M. de Witte next 
month from his holiday. tis Excellency expressed u decided opinion that they should in, 
any ease be preceded by a frank exchange of views and confidence with Her Majesty's 
Govert mt. 

T haye, 
(Signed) CHARLES 8. Scor’ 





No. 115. 


Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received September 26,) 


(No. 98.) 
(Telegraphic.) 2. St. Petersburgh, September 26, 1890. 

FSAW Count Lamsdorff yesterday with reference to your Lordship's telegram No. 144 
of the 23rd, and explained to hiis Excellency clearly the dature of the objections we enter- 
tained to the tripartite arrangement suggested, and stated that no. charge for « loan by 

other Power on the ports of the Persian Gulf would be recogaized by Her Majesty's 
Government. 

‘To this I adied that-we were ready to be parties to an arrangement concluded ow the 
lines of your Lordship’s telegram No. 23 to Sir M, Durand of the 19th July, which I 
‘explained to him. 

(2557) 2D 





Aount Limsdori? tohd met 

tht he could not ji 

Petersburgh, niur without 

ent, ML. de Witte’s rotur 

His Excefleney said that the le 

ment; it had been offered to France in. th r 
M. de Witte had shown no keenness in the matter of an pon i iy 
from the point nf view of its fina the ‘conclusion that the 
only seouiity Persit 


erie potts that the chief customs rav 
msdorff understood that she Gljections we enteriained wore base hie 
iunistanees conneoted F would cause un 
sraminatioy to be made of the alternativ der to. ase: was of 

ble nature, 
eral opinion was, he understood, that it was not advisable that Persia should 
fabsolute necessity required to free that country from the 

s at presont placed, 





No, 116, 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Diana. 


(No. 49.) 

(tologmap hie) Foreign Office, September 97 
JANE ir ogoipt of your telegn 70 f toxday 
Without i 

impossible to rab 





No, 117. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir Mt. Durand. 


Forcign Office, September 27, 1899, 
MS views otglod\in tay dolbgmm No; 20 of tho 16th August are still adhered to 


by Ho Majesty's Gu yannn 


Hei Taesation should not he vepresimted at such 4 meeting se you 
oseribo in your teloghim No, 7of to-day. 





(No. 67.) 
Nit, 

UHR Persian Minister called jworw on 
abwoness iy Sit 
Suult-icAvam, Who. 

inst, his Wig 
double Tout fro Byglind an B to jenove whethe 
yim tm assiinnoe thnt this ¥ he cud, inf 
Porsi 

avondlyy vished to 
would accept for (he Muzlish joan the conditio: 
theirs, 

Ti xeply to these injuities the Persian Ministe m informed, by my direc 
tion, that Lsamuot quillertako to give assurances iu sespect to matters’ with which 1 
iu nol fully acquainted. 

Tt was not L who first sussusied the idea of a double loan, nor had [ utvised 
such a proceeding. One of the ioqxons given hy the Sadri-Azam for refusing the 


Highness 
 ievms. 
were 
Joan 
obtained ti 
ight possibly 
secured on the Caspian port 
had had no co i he the Rus 
and the wiking any proposils 
Sade 
raised in England. on the conditions which you 
i the con- 
ditions on whieh x loan coulil be iia be accepted in 
the English market until these cond 


(Signed) SALISBURY, 





No. 119. 
Consul-General Wood to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received Ortover 8.) 


Wo. 6.) 
My Lord, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit, for 
despatch ani its inclosur 
Tehran, giving furt 
Generai to Uromiah, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECI, G. Woon. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 119, 


Consul-General Wool to Sir M. Durand, 


Tabreos, Soplembor 15, 1809, 
uation of my despatch No. & of the 20th ultimo, in which Tf 
rted the information which had reached mo at the time in ‘seguel to my 
xo's visit to Uruminh and its small results, 1 Nave now the honour to 
extrao(s from private letters addressed to me fiom English md Ameriean 
sources in that district confirming the news L had gathered. 

Froin these osimots* ik will he seen that M, Petroff’s journey to the south 
western districts, for nny particulir or general good whicl has rosulted from if, 
may bo coasidered « thilir 

Tt now appears that the Neste is who Wid adhord fi stich numbers to the 
Orthodox faith in the hope of materi:l benefit being extended to them, seeing the 
cold, if not positively hostile, attitude adopted Lowards them and the Russian ph 
by AE Petroff, are now, as is usual among i ind! interested poopleyt slowing 

shat reckless, their feclings against thelr Jato adulated frionds, 

HP's views ond liberal declarations} made upon honour to the members 
of tie American Presbyterian Mission to, the effect that he would yot loud himself 
to erences with the liberty enjoyed by the various seuts isin, ios 
aided’ to the astonishment caused by his attitude to the Russian Mission and its 
follower 

His failum to make peace between his protéyés and the Mukommedan clement, 
except by denouncing the setion of the Mission and by denyluss all political support. 


© Se Taslonute 2, + So Tuclonure 3, Seo Toelanure 4, 





lot 


ts 20,000 followers, ns well as his unsuccessful endeavours to obtain,* either 
jy favour or tinder pressure, the piece of land he desired to pureliase, has 
i unfavournble impression of Russian diplomacy, tact, and even prestige in 

thes parts, : 
Thralso shows the determined nature of the feelings existing against the Russian 

ies snd their follows 

isin Consul-General has coxtainly upsot all ealeulations as regards the 
eho would pursne in Uramiah, hut. some consolation is to be found in the know- 
f the contemplated purchase of land for the 
ings prevailing against the Russians as well as his own, 


as tlieir Nestorian followers against M. Petroff, 

0 Chict of the Mission, has already given proofst of the violent 

spilt which onimates lin by threatening all who spe verently of Teussians 

with the bodily havm he pe inflict upon an inoffensive Presbyterian teacher 
of Nestorian nationality inmedin Potvoif had left Urumiah, 

From my knowledge of the general hehaviour of the members of the Russian 
Mission, T had foresoen that some such outburst of violence on the part of some one 
then would be brougnt about by M. Petrof’s cold attitude towards, ther 

Vortwintoly, the first assault has heen ¢ upon a native Christian in the 
survicw of the Dut the fleyy monk, who has not even repented of his 
onthurst, although repro with it iy a friendly way, may turn his firs towards 
Maliommedans, whet seriou ay bo added to, what T may entl, our normal 
Mate of confusion and dilfienlty in this provine 

Tt will Ly soon from one of the extracts (Inelosure No. 1) that the Russian 

juuloving not atone from the adverse effects of the Russian Constl- 
moril’s it, but also from Inck of support and funds from 
Russi 

‘This last disadvantage may have been inflicted mpon ity perhaps, t 
resort morbers to resign, and cannot last, for it ean hardly he contemplated now to 
The sp hu ston, i. 

ie ray, there is no doubt that the priosts now composing the Mi 
a4 well as the Nestorit shops, their coadjntors, are men of small capabilit 
understanding, who thought. that the views or intentions patrons, 
whether the Goverment or the Holy Synod were best served by an aggressive attitude 
towards natives and foreigners, or by terrors incwleated upon their 
promises faflei to keep 1p ows sintony of these latter or the 
Hyonetlts, 

‘hoy Have, however, proceeded too. opent iy, at on unpropi 
dime, when, liowever, they assuredly had the approval of t authorities, who, 
for two yours have allowed them a porfeot) to risk the breaking of the 
public ‘ui whose intervention at this time of day las only served to increase the 
Had feeling between thomsnd the various clementsin Uraminh, and to render the situa 
tion somewhat move difenlt andeven dangorons. 

i T havo, & 

(Signed) IL G. WOOD. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 119. 
Private Letter widressed to Consul-General Wood, dated Urumiak, August 20, 1899. 


Extracts.) 
CeePOU would like to Know about tho Hristan Conse visit, Twas 0 apetes 
failure, a vlisinal contrast to your own of last year, which people are busy contrasting 
with il, anid of whieh we still feel the good effects. 

Ho Consul canes think, prepared to do nothing, exeept smooth: down the 

loins, so (lit evil Civistians sald he was eating money. 

ho Mollths, however, combined against him and prevented 

Jands, which was anost hunilating, and demanded the withdrawal of their Mi 


* Sco Iuctosure 6, {See Tnclosare 6. 
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He, and especially, Mime, Petroif spoke very violently to the Syrians, being exasperated 
dy the lies Mar Yohnan hes been spreading to induee the Syxians to become Russians; 
he (Mf, Petroff) told them plainly ie was. going to give no political assistance. 

‘The monk is therefore furious, and I think he has reason, as he gets neither 
money nor support, nor instractions, and the whole Mission is in a rotten state, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 119. 


Private Letter aildressed to Consul-General Wood, dated Urumiak, August 19, 1899. 


(Extracts,) 

ECCLESIASTICAL matters are not rosy here. ‘The Syrians who have become 
Russian are now threatening open revolt. They say, * the Russian Consul has come 
and gone and done absolutely nothing for us, now, we are tired of Russian promises 
and regret ever baying had anthing to do with them.” 

The Russian monk has made matters worse by sending broadcast wholesale 
threats, and in one ease delivering ® heating to those who accused M. Petroft of 
taking bribes, 

‘Wo do not know what the next move will be. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 119, 


Private Letter addressed to Consul-General Wood, dated Urumiah, August 19, 1899. 


tracts.) 

_ TIE (M. Petroff) assured us on his “word of honour” that there was entire 
religious liberty in Persia as between the sects, and he should not lend himself to any 
interference with such liber 

He went out of his way to ask if we believed there has been an enrolment of 
20,000 Nestorian Russians, 

We avoided a direct answer, but ho assured us he did not believe the statement, 

Apparently the Yérémonakh and all the Russian party are greatly offended 
at the Consul’s pacific policy here, leaving them the object of “Moslem ridicule, 

cocthe Tkbalul-Mulk exine to'Sir yestorday and called on. usin a Yury graoloue 

mood. 
He seemed delighted to relate how he had thwarted all the Russian party's plans, 
particularly as to buying land, and yet had kept the good-will of toir Gonsil 

‘The Yérémonakh is said to be very irascible sinco the flaseo of this visit, 
stung it is said by reproaches from the Consul for having themselves brought about 
the state of feeling on the part of the Moslems, which caused their failure to buy 
land and this, 1 imagine, explains his ire towards our preachor. 

He must’ know that I complained mildly of him to M. Petroff for certain 
irregularities, and wants to get even with me by pounding this employs, 


Inclosure 6 in No. 119, 


Private Letter addressed to Consul-General Wood, dated Urumiah, August 19, 1899. 


(Extracts.) 

THE Governor (the Tkbal-al-Mulk) is so much of an inyalid that he is unable to 
do mucit, though his intentions seem good, 

He called on us yestenlay, and is greatly pleased to have gotten M. Petroff back 
to Tabreez without haying accomplished anything, even the purchase of land. his he 
(the Governor) ascribes to his diplomacy, by whieh he loaded im with attentions and 
so avoided any sort of a breach, ‘The Russian priests and thei followers are either 
furious or despondent, 

1 a ive (or indeed quite) sorry that the Russian Consul did so little, for the 

557 2 
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downers are already increasing their oppressions on their subjects, and they are 
likely to do so still more now. ‘They indeed discriminate generally between our 
people and the Russians. 

‘This poor misguided nation has, I fear, brought down on itself worse instead of 
imagined Blessings 


Tnclosnre 6 in No. 
Letter addressed to M. Petroff, dated Urumiah, Auguat 19, 1895 


Dear Sir, 
‘AY’ our last interview, before your leaving Urumtal), you courteously urged the 
importance of harmony and mututl good-will among the different Christian bodies in 
T responded cordially to your sentiments, and asked of you permission to 
ly to ye ything should oceur ‘uri larmony between the 
Russian and American Missions, I understood you to kindly assent to my request. 
Lam sorry to , even bofore you could reach Tahyeca, a serious infraction of the 
peace hitherto existing betweon these two Mi 
‘On Monday of this week the Yérémonakh, seeiig 
rian preachors, called him under his window unt repro: 
¢, 18 having cirenlated stories to tho disadvantage of the 
‘Dhis charge the young man firmly denied, 

‘ho Yérémonakh continuing to speak abusively to him, our preacher withdrew 
ind entered the neighbouring House of a friend. “The Yérémonakh, coming down 
stairs, followed him to the house and, in the pi Nestorian women, 
gave him a severe heating over the head with the young 
man ilty of no disrespectful action or Tanguay 
Some days GuGnionakh sent Shamasha Micheal to mo to explain why lie h 
eaten oine prea 5 , that hail he not been out of health himsol, 
world have heuton this’ man more severely, as he intended to do any one who should 
alk lof the Russians. 


‘one of our 
in violent 
sian Mission. 


dispensary of De. Dania 
youy disrespectful Innuaze to two of our Protestants in rogard to Presb 
igor no mysell in particular, ‘There ae trustworthy witnesses to this fact, but 
we hal not intenited to take any nofiee of the offence, 
‘Our Mission to report this regi the 
ait st earnest d ve on terms 
AE Mansiony ‘with’ tho omotobera’ of fhe Russian Ml nd trusting 10 your ood 
ex to ecure ont exemption in the future from sith breaches of comity and 





No, 120. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 6.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Secretary's letter from Indig dated the 7th September last, giving details regarding Herr 
Tocppen, who is visiting the Persian Gulf, 

It is requested that these documents, which are sont in original, may be returned 
‘when done with, 

India Office, October 5, 1809, 


107 
Inclogure 1 in No, 120. 


Mr. Cave to tie General Superintendent, Thagi and Dacoiti Department, Simla, 


(No. 296," Confidential.) 
Sir, Zanzibar, July 25, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, in accordance with a request which I 
have reeeived from the Political Resident of the Persian Gulf, copy of a letter which T 
have addressed to that officer in respect to the presence in the Gulf of a suspicious 
personage named Terr Toeppen, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) BASIL 8. CAVB, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Agent and Consul-General, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 120, 


Mr, Cave to the Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 
(No. 295.) 
Sir, Zanzibar, July 24, 1899, 

L HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential despatch of 
the 26th ultimo, respeoting the presence in the Persian Gulf of a personnamed 'Tooppen, 
who is suspected of being a Russian spy, and, in reply, to give you the follow 
information. 

Thaye been acquainted with Kurt Toeppen for several years, He is of Gorman 
extraction, but some six years ago became a convert to Mahoinmedanist, andl is known 
among his co-roligionists by the name of Haji Mustapha; he dresses sometinies in 
European and sometimes in Oriental costume, During the last decade. he acted as 
agent to the German Witu Company and to Fumo Bakari, the then Sultan of Wilu, 
and subsequently, in 1896, was compensated by Her Majesty's Government for lovses 
which he lind stistained in consequence of Admiral Fremantle’s expedition to Witu in 
1890, Since then he has been residing, with occasional periods of absenec, in 
Zanzibar. 

For some time Herr Toeppen has been anxious to enter the service of the Zanzibar 
Government, and the latter, wishing to inquire into the value of certain pearl fisheries 
round the coasts of Zanzibar and Pemba Islands, sent him in February of this year to 
the Persian Gulf in order to roport on the methods adopted by ‘the pearlstishers 
there, and to bring back with him, if possible, a fow expert divers, His. passage 
anil expenses are being paid by the Sultan's Governmont, and lhe was furnished by tis 
Highness with letters of introduction to the principal Sheikhs in the Porsian Gulf, 
Herr Toeppen has recently addressed. a long Report to the First Minister of the Zamzibar 
Government, deseribing « journey which he had made to Dibai and his experiences at 
the fishing-grounds, and siating that he proposed to await further instructions as no 
divers would be obtainable until September or October next, 

‘The account that Herr Tocppen has given of himsolf is apparently correct. {He 
has some business relations, I believe, with a German firm hero, Messrs, Oswald and ( 
but it appears to be very improbable that he is acting in any capacity for a foreign 
Government. 

Tam forwarding a copy of this letter to the General Superintondent of the Thagi 
and Dacoiti Department in Simla, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) BASIL 8, CAVE, 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 120, 
Memorandum. 


‘THE Political Agent, Muscat, reported, under date the 16th March last, that a 
German, by name Toeppen, a convert to Mahommedaniam, arrived there from Zanzibar 
on the 27th Febroary last, ‘This gentleman at first gave out that he was going on a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, but did not do so, and then spoke about establishing himscl at 
Muscat as a merchant, 
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On about the 25th May last information was brought up from Bunder Abbas by 3 
merchant of Bushire that thr ian subjects, one of whom sore European costume, 
fand the other two that of Arabs, were staying at Bunder Abbas, their object being 


team-ship * Alagonin,” with two servants, ou the 18th Maylast, After doing quarantine, 
he Joft ina native boat for Shargah, on the Oman const, with the object, it was said, of 
procuring four or five pearl divers for some of his friends returned 
from Sharvali to Bander Abbas on the Gth June, apparently without any 

out he wus returning to Muscat, While waiting for the mail.steamer he put up with the 
Dopuity-Covernor of Bunder Abbas. 

‘he Politienl Agent, Muscat, roported on the 14th June that Herr Toeppen returned 
tere by (he mail steamer on the 9th idem. ‘This individual was said to have stated that 
hie had’ scen a letter sent from Tchran to the Deputy-Governor of Bunder Abbas 
informing hii that that place was about to be leased to the Russians, and that a Russian 
Commissioner or other high official was about to arrive at Bunder Abbas to arrange 
matters locally. 

‘Mie Government of India in the Foreign Department were informed by this Office 
‘on the 19th June last that fuller information received showed that the three persons who 
had Intely arrived at Bunder Abbas, and who were said to have been Russians, were, in 
fnet, the aforesaid German Herr Toeppen and his two native servants, 


British Residency and Consulate-Gencral, Bushire, 
June 26, 1899. " 

Forwarded to the General Superintendent ‘Thagi and Dacoiti Department, Simla, 
for information. 

9. A copy of this Memorandum is being sent to Her Britannic Majesty's Agent and 
Consul-General at Zanzibar, with a requost that he will furnish this Office with any 
information regarding the antecedents of Horr Toeppen in his possession, and that he 
will forward a eopy of his reply direct to the General Superintondent, Thagi and Dacoiti 
Department. 

(Signed) P, B, PRIDEAUX, 
‘Special Branch Astistant. 





No, 121. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir B. Monson. 
(No, 881,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 7, 1899. 

M. CAMON came to me yesterday to discuss two points: the addition to her 
Concession at Shanghae whieh France lias beon for some months desirous of obtaining, 
and the question of the Frouch eoal depot near Muscat. 

With respect to Muscat, he renewed nest that we should consent to the 
Pronch having a coning depot He said that the place was within three miles 
Of Muscat, and, Gherefore, within cannon shot, and consequently there was no, possi- 
bility of any hostile constructions being promoted or established by the Frouch Govern- 
anent at that plice. Moreover, he suggested that such danger might be prevented 
by an explicit stipulation. 

He added that M. Deleassé could not avail himself without Parliamentary 
danger of the proposal which we had made, that the Fronch Government should accept 
‘ono of tho English cont bunks close {o Muscat for the purpose of storing their coal. 
Sucli ai arrangement would be repulsive to national feeling, 

Inseply, Ltold him feared there was little chaneo of our objection to Riyam 
being modified, 1 did not think tliat thougl it was only thee miles from the town of 
Muscat, the lieof the county would justify his observation that it loy within cannon 
slit, it wos undoubtedly & stiategie postion of some importance aud as France, 
under the Treaty of 1863, liad no right to any privilege to which England had not 9 
right also to possess, we maintained tliat tho Sultan of Muscat ought not,to be advised to 
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establish the French coaling-station in a position strategically very much more 
advantageous than that of the English, 

His Excellency dwelt much upon the Parliamentary difficulties of adopting the 
‘course which I had recommended. On the other hand, I pointed out to him that in. 
the carly stages of this affair, which I quite admitted had not been very auspiciously 
conducted in its initial steps, the Indian Government had, with the sinetion of the 
Government at home, clearly laid it, down that any concession of a superior position 
in Muscat to that which was oceupied by the British Government, would be, in the 
judgment of the British Government, not consonant to the Treaty of 186 

It would be impossible, now that that view had been so clearly laid down and 
become generally known, for the Indian Government to accept a léss advantageous 
solution, without exposing itself to much reproach on the part of the leaders of native 
opinion both on the Persian Gulf and in India, Without wishing to exaggerate the 
results which either alternative of action would bring with if, it appeared to me that 

cetions present to the mind of the Government of Tndia were more important 

character than those which were apprehended by M, Delenssé, AM that he 
had to fear was an adverse opinion in the Camber. If the Indian Government 
relinquished a right which they had so strongly asserted, upon a matter which lay 
within the sphere hitherto regarded as their own, they would lose the confidence of 
Chiefs and populations whose feelings towards the British rule werw not a matter of 
insignificant importance, 

His Excelloncy expressed, in yery strong language, his rogret that we were not 
able to accede to the wishes of France in this matter. 

Tam, &e. 
ad)" SALISBURY, 





No, 122, 


Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisiuriy—(Reevived October \.) 


(No, 205.) 
My Lord St, Pelershurghy September 29, 1800, 
TIER Majesty's Ambassador before leaving St, Potersbungl had’ Uhe honour te 
communicate to Count Lamslorif your Lordsbip’s objections to the suggested tripantit 
i for a loan to the Persian Government, and at the same time to explain to 
the lines upon which Her Majesty's Government would be ready to assist 
overnment in their present straits, 
ception yesterday, alluded to this question, 
and repeated to me what h iy told Her Majesty's Ambassador, that i would 
be isupossible to discuss the question unfil the retura of M, de Witte, but that, after the 
returi of th inne, hie would go thoroughly: into the question with im, 
and with a view to coming to an agr 
with Her M De Dotter to first 
‘settle with jesty form the 
sin 


Y 

apo 
ebtaining from soe source or other a small advance to mect their most pressing 
ial 


Thiave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 





No. 123. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Sutishury.— (Received October {.) 


(No. 473.) 
My Lord, Theropia, October 6, 1899, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith eopy of a despatch which 
Thave received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Jeddah relative to preparations 
which are being made by the Grand Shereef of Mecea to send « punitive expedition 
against the Oteiba tribe of Bedouins, 

[1557] 2F 








no 


Mohammed Hossain, as your Lordship will obse 
have arisen between this tribe and the Shereef, und th 
among the Bedouins of the Hedjaz to the unjust treatment wh 
the handy of the present Grand Shercef. ‘Tlie only remedy, in 
of things is to be found in a thorough reform of the Administratio e 

‘The substance of this despatch has been communicated wnoflicially to the Minister 
for Foreign AMfsirs and the Grand Vizier. 

4 Thave, &e. 
(Por the Ambassador), 
(Signed) M. DE 


Tuclosure in No, 128. 
Acting Consul Hossain to Sir N. O' Conor. 


7 Fedak, August 7, 1899, 

T HAVE the honour to report that a formight ago the Grand Sheree sent three 
Sheroets from Tait to collect tnxex from a section of the Otetha tribe living in the 
gouths of Mi 

‘he arrogant. and insolent, behaviour of these Shereefs tonards the Bedouins gave 
iso {0 un altercation hetweon tiem which ended in the murder of the thre» Shercefs 

‘Whe news of this disaster has produced « great sensation amon 
{iam informed the Grand Shereet is making preparations for sendi 
force uf 6,000 men collvcted fra the Bedouins of Mecea and its 50 
the leadorship of Sheree! Ali sha, son of the late Grand Shereef Abdullah, 
Pasha, 

Commissariat for the philization of this expedition is being hastily collected at 
‘aif, anda ‘exposed within ten days. 

Where are (wo opinions ay to the result of this step of the Grand Sheroef; 
people think the expedition will successfully rotura in x short time alter punishing the 
oftendine evetion. of vo tribe, aad property; hut others 
‘appear to doubt the success of the punitive force composer) of utrainved Bedouin, 
Which, in the case of a general rising of the Otciba tribe, will be opposed by a foree 
sniny tines stronger. 2 

“Whe Otviba tribe is the largest (ibe in Avabia, and. it is spread all over the Hedjaz 
aiid other parts of Arabia, reaching: up to Yemen’ in the south, and Najd and Irak in 
the north and east, anid is supposed to have abont 40,000 fighting men, 

MMhe weneral hatred of all Bedouin, tribes towards the present Grand Shereef on 
account of his tyramnical action in depriving them of (heir aunual allowanecs from the 
Muelish Government and usurping them far himself make a general rising more probable, 
in whieh ease undoubtedly: the result will he diastyous for the oxp 

Anather prohable danger ay the rosult of this action of the Grand Shoreef is the 
Mocking of the zoads to Mecca and Medina by the Otei ¢ with more vigour and 
ponistence than belure, whicls may ead to atill worse consequences, 

Th covielusion, most respectfully Lhe to point out lit the remedy of all’ these 
troublis fn Hedjaz does not lie in foreibly carrying ont the will of the Grand Shoreef, but 

ular allowances and 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) G, MOHAMMED HOSSAIN. 


PS.—It is also reported that four field picees and two Tabours of regulars are to 
accompany this expedition, ae 


——_—_—$&@ 
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No, 124. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Received October 16.) 


(No. 91.) 

My Lon, Gulahek, September 16, 1890. 
TN continuation of my despatch No. $8 of the 24th ultimo relative to tho outbreak 

of plague in Bushire, Ihave the honour to inform your Lordship that in. the: procs 

verbal of the meeting of the Sanitary Council of the 10th Angust Just, which las heen 

ireulated, aud has just reached this Legation, the following statement read by 


Dr. Schneider, Medical Adviser to the French Legation, has heen recorded :— 


“Te Dr. Schneider {hit observer que dans ta préeédente séance le Conseil a 
refusé A déclarer Bouchir indemmne, Si cependant Pavis do ly Légation d'Angleterre 
est suivi par le Gonvernement Persan, et si on supprime dés maintenant les mesures 
sanitaires contre cette ville, on ne doit’ pas, pour Vavonir, stendormir dans une sécurité 
trompense. Tl exprime done le yoru que to Conseil de Santé 

Gouvernement Persan pour qu’on réunisse, dis maintenant, pros de Bouchir, les 
soldats et les: cava A Pétablissoment ultérenre dun cordon sanitaire, 
quin achite des étuyes ot les désiniectants indispensibles, ct qu’on organise im 
caravanserail ou tm camp d'isolement.” 


It will ho observed that tho respons for the cessation of the sanitary 
is thus thrown upon Her Majesty's La: 
opy of the correspon 
shows that the necessity for 
of pag not been over! 
The doctor and medical assistants who were sent to Bushire from Indi will 
in this countey until the danger of a frosh outhreals seems to bo over, and T 
ontinue fo urge upon the Persian Government such proparntory measives as 
vem to he necessary and practicable 
ea report of the mecting of the Council held on the 24th August, 
h it forwavd 4 the E ish doctors 
have communicated it to for the observations ol the authorities 
concerned, 


an Government: and this 
inst the possible recumrenc 


Uhaye, & 
(Signed) il, M. DURAND, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 124, 


Sir M. Durand to. Muwhir-ul-Mulk, 
August 8, 1800) 
ion Of my reeent letters on the subject of the plague’ in Bushins, C 
Hie pleasure ta inform your Excelioncy that, aeoordins to infoxination received 
a} offiears, thors has Been no known or suspected ense in Bushire sineo the 
1th duly, 

Further, it appears flint there has heon no ease tn the neighbouring port of Dilam 
since the same date, 

Tuder these circumstances I think the Persian Government would be justified in 
declaring Bushire to be no longer an infected port, and in notifying the fact to any 
foreign countries concerned. 

‘at Cshould add that, in my opinion, it is still very desirable to make preparations 
for the possible recurrence of plague in Bushiro when the hot weather is over, and 
if the people of Bushiro aro informed that the place is now considered free, they: 
Should, nevertheless, be made to understand that such precautionary arrange- 
ments as seem to be necessary will be carried out, and that they must acquiesce in 
them. 

Tt youl be unfortunate if no such arrangements were made in good time, and 
if, consequently, an outbreak in the cold weather were to find the local authorities 
unprepared, 





m2 
Inclosure 2 in No. 124. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh Co Sir M, Durand. 


(iranslation.) Ee POA Aust 28,1809. 
SCORDING to frequent reports received trom  Bushire by telegraph, and 
according to your last note in which you state that there is no plague in Bushire, 
and that the Persian Government is justified in declaring that, place to be no. onger 
An infected port, | consider it necessury to point out to you that, while informing the 
People of Bushire that the place is froe of plague, they will be also told tl 
sary preparations for tho possible seetrrence of the epidemic are to be made 
cessary instructions on the subject ‘Le given to the local authorities. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 124. 
Report of Meeting of Sanitary Council, August 24, 1899. 


All’ a mooting of the . ith August telegrams 
from Ladji Zeynal Abedine Khan, who liad heen sent down to Bushire by the 
overnmont, : 
ty gue on his way down, ‘Two persons, 
‘One, Hadji Rahime, of 
Razer, passbing : ft that place and during 
{in Samim On a s ribs; he died shortly 
Aca postan sonal (acu Stan i sriicea in_ quarantine, 
Where he wastader the eave of the Knzlish doctors Ke died during the Inst night of 
quarantine, and the Guvellers, fearing to be subjected to an a 
quarantine, substituted ‘man for the deceased, who was buried Secretly i 
without the doctor di i yok. ‘Tho passengers 
ndmitted to. pratiqu Seen, some ending 


‘ho telegram continne 
Golore my arrival ships coming from India were not sub to quarantine, but 
aie ty Bushite, i she sostabli iropean passengers 
have not to unde is, but only Persinn passengers 
ani pilvims, the Mollahs and the people against this partial treatment, 
‘Who Enklish doctors say that it is not ni to put: persons of consideration int 
quavautine, Dr. Paskowski (the Russian doctor) told me that the organization o 
quarantine is bad. 
# Tou he moment the plage has ec 
nt have forbidden the sale of old clothe: & 7 
Seer tort tna is aso noises aaa Sth August, is inserted in the 
Minntes of the micetingg of the 24th, Iu this telegram if is stated that the Mollabis 
denied the existence of the plague, but confessed in secret that they liad seen persons 
fulfering from hubos die orcreebver, The telegram stated that Abbas Gholt Khan 
Wirpanidi, whose cited by Doctor Hore ax one of the three seen by him, was 
sullering from syphilis, and that the bubo was the size of a pea, and bud not suppurated; 
‘he ease was, therefor’, a doubtful one, 
‘The telozram continue ah dee 
‘<Gushire lias communications besides other ports, with Chif, Rud Helle, Bender- 
Kenade, Dilammewachar, Durak, Mohammerah, and Felahe. ‘The natives 
itary measures that they only show their sick 
to the doctors when they are sure that the malady is an ordinary case ; they never 
apply to English or Russians, ‘They think that thé Europeans poison the sick. If 
the inalady breaks out, no sanitary measures can be taken. On the one hand, the people 
will resist, and, on the other hand, as Bushire receives its supplies from the ports above 
mentioned, it will be impossible to establish a Sanitary cordon round Bushire without 
ringing on a famine, a“ ; 
*Chif, Dilamme, and Mohammarah are the principal ports of entry into 


T am cleaning the streets and honses, 


3 


Persia. If the plague breaks ont quarantine must be established in these ports and 
Bushire supplied from less frequented places. ‘The road from Bushiro to Shiraz and 
‘Tehran, passes Chif; Boradjan and Daleki are the best points to establish quarantine. 


With ten or twenty soldiers the road could be barred to caravan traffic, and that would 
cost very little.” 





No.125, 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received October 16.) 


(No. 92.) 
‘My Lord, Gulakek, September 17, 1809, 

T HAVE the honour to report with reference to my telexram No, 43 of the Sth 
Tay, that the manager of the Timperial Bank has approached tho Sady-icAzam on the 
subject of the Mining Concession. 

The manager writes to me about a recent 


few which he find with his 
Tlighness: “What I gather from this 


views is that he wishes to 
we mect him on the loan 


is Highness’ attitude towards the Legation as well as the bank, Ho is 
evidently determined to make us feel that unless we get him a loan our interests will 
suffer, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ‘H, M. DURAND. 





No. 126, 


Sir M, Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 16.) 


(No. 98.) 

My Lond, Gulahek, September V7, 1899. 
THAVE little of importance to report this month, 
Prices are still very high, in fact they are rising, and there is considerable ais- 

content in the town. ‘There lias, however, been no disorder; and hopes are generally 

expressed! that the capacity and energy of the now Goyernor, Asaf-ed-Dowleh, may 
do something to bring about a hotter state of affairs. 

‘The Persian Government is still without money, though the Russian banks 
appear to be making small advances to the Sadr-i-Azam from time to time, 

Tam told that there is a strong feoling against his Highness, both among the 
Court party, and, curiously enough, among tlic Mollahs, who used to be his firmest 
friends. Probably he lias been unable to give them the allowances they received when 
‘ho was formerly in power. One of the most prominent Mollahs in Tehran. has applied 
to me for help to enable him to settle in British torvitory, on tho ground that: the 
state of affairs in Porsia lias now become intoleral 

Cholera has broken out at Gwetter in Porsian Beluchistan, 

Tpropose to start a few days hence for a tour in the Baklitiari country and 
Luristan, and T went yesterday to take leave of the Shah. His Majesty showed much 
interest in the matter, aud expressed a strong hope tliat I should he able to open up 
the Lur Road between Ahwaz and Burujird, as Messrs. Lynch haye opened tho road 
between Ainwaz and Ispahan, He said it was an easy undertaking, and that T must 
try to raise a Company in England who would push tlie road through. His Majesty 
informed me he was seuding some men of iis body-suard. with mo, as the tribesmen 
were wild and might give trouble. The Shahi means well in this matter, but the 
presence of Persian soldiers with me in the Larsnd Bakhtiar’ country will be an 
unmixed evil. Such an escort adds nothing to one's it is troublesome in 

ss, Tshall try to get rid of the men he 

here is considerable talk of recalling the Amiu-od-Dowleh to power, but T cans 
not find that any definite combination has yet been made for the purpose. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) | -H. M. DURAND. 


(2557) 2G 








ne 


No. 127. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 16.) 


(No. 94.) 
My Lord, Gulahiek, September 18, 1899. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual summary of frontier and other 
news for the month ended this day, which has been dawn up by Lieutenant-Colonel 
H, Picot, Military Attaché in this 


T have, &e, 
ied) i. M. DURAND. 


Inclosure in No. 197. 
Monthly Summary from August 24 lo September 18, 1899. 


Resht.—Tho native Company of which mention swas made in the last monthly 
s heen formally inatigurated, with the capital of 100,000 fomans. The 

es promoted by Persian merchants isa marked fea 

present anereantile development of this country, and is one whiels should 
‘ith mucl) interest. — ‘The example sot by the Bushire and Shiraz ‘Trading Companies, 
yhoso eapital doponds largely an the iMegat circulation of bunk notes, is now being: 
allowod inh wthor ti nitves, anv we tay expect to soe new bank=note issues in all 
the chit towns in Pe 

Tspahien — he Company, whieh thas lately been promoted, 
ostensibly for thie ¢ elothsy has commenced business by issuing 
hank notes for nd 26 fomans, 

‘Tohran the Persian Government continues to tend their support to the Bushire 
vid Fos ‘Trading no sceret of their intention of xendering 
inoffective tho anonopoly ank ia by Article 3 of their 
Concession, he r upc of the attitude of 
the Goverment in this respect, 

Mis Imperial Majesty the Shah commoneos his return journey to Tehran th 
youk. He will spond about thive weeks visiting various country places before actnally 
{aking up his residence in town, 

Tuhire—olographio roports from Her Majesty’s Consnlate-General show that 

atlis from cholera have occurred at Gwetter from the 2nd to the Bist August. 


ild-appeat to ho spreading to Persian Beluehistan, but no statisties are 
‘available. 


No further cases of plague have beon reported in the Gulf pox 
i Zeinulahediu Khan, who has sent to Bushie by the Persian Government as 
ative for plague me ives have been 50 
ick to the 


ihe Europeans poison the sick. If the malady breaks out jary measure 

taken. On the ono hand, the people will resist, and on the oflies, as Bushite x 

ily supplics from the ports, it will be impossible to establish a sanitary eordon without 
bringing on femine,” 

‘Mesh nportation of silver coins from ‘Trons-Caspia to Persia is affecting 
exchange in the local market, and considerable quantities of coin are being sent by 
caravan to ‘Tehran. ‘This will be re-exported to Tubreez, where the demands for 
Russian trade are alway's large at this time of year, 

Shiras,—Fair exports of opin are reported from Shiraz this season, and the 
trade in tliat article, in spite of the adulteration, appears to be in a flourishing 
coniition. 

Mr. Tyenaga, Japanese Representative of ithe Formosan Government, having 
boon deputed by his Goverument fo report on the opium trade of Southern Persia, 
Markey, and Asia Minor, is now travelling in Persia, is attention has been more 
specially called to the adulteration which has become so marked in the manufacture 
of the opium in Persia. ‘This question is one of special moment to the Formosan 
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Government, as that island is said to be the largest consumer of the Shiraz 
opium. 

PiviMr. Iyenaga, whilst in Tehran, approached the Persian Government as to their 
willingness to negotiate a Commercial ‘Ureaty with Japan. ‘Phe suggestion was 
favourably received. 

‘Khorassan—Large quantities of grain are said to be in the course of exportation 
to Trans-Caspia, and it is feared that Khorassan may itself suffer from seareity during 
ter, 
‘kes will shortly return to his post at Kerman, He will 
probably be replaced hy. a native agent as a temporary measure, 
Tt is now reported that Russia is sending a Consul or Viee-Consul to Seistan, 
whether permanently or not is as yet unknown, 
(Signed) H, PICOT, Liewenant-Colonel. 





No. 128, 
Sin N. O'Conor to the Maraess of Salishury.—-(Recvived October 16.) 


(No. 481.) 
My Lord, ‘Pherapia, October 122, 1809. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 73 of the Suh instant, 1 the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a further despatch whi cuiyed 

Her Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, reporting upon (he lawless proceed 

<4 collected by the Grand Shereof for the punishment of the Oteiba wil 
Bedouins 

T have communicated the substance of this despatch to the Grand Visiex 

T have, &e, 
(Ror the Ambassador), 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Inclosure in No, 125, 


Acting Consul Hussain to Sir Ne O'Conor. 


Jeddah, September 12, 1899, 

LHAVE the honour to report that yestonday about: 200 of Grand Shereof's soldiers 
who were assembled to attack and punk dion of the Oteiba tribe, reported in my, 
despatch No, 68 of the 7th August, after having captured eome persons of the offending, 
tribe and confiseating a large amount of their property, were sent to patrol the Mecea. 
road, ‘These soldiers not finding any robbers on the road, attacked some of the villages in 
the vieinity of Jeddah, and carrfed away a largo number of eattle und sheep as 
plunder. 

The water-ourse of the Jeddah spring water wos at the time being repaired, and 
three blick men who wero engaged in the work of repair wate also carried away, 
the engineer in charge of the work was robbed of everything he had at the spot.” ‘This 
tenk pice about tive miles from Jah, 

ptis bows created x grat alarn in tho town. Rowes, Kandr, and Nozla, three 
villages on the skirts of this town, were every moment expecting an attack from the 
marauding soldiers of the Grand Shereef. 

{But the soldier, it appears, disappeared fom this vicinity with booty without 
making any further attempt of plunder, perhaps for fear of creating an intense 
‘excitement in the town. 

Tt is admitted by the Katmakam that the poople who wero plundered by these 
soldiers are quite innocent, and have no connection with those who commit outrages on 
the Mecca road, 

During the attack on these innocent villagers, the soldiers have killed three men, 





iis 


rouse t 
were 
# Thave, &. 
(Signed) | S. MOHD. HUSSAIN. 


—The names of the newly-offended tribes are Beni Jahir, and Hamran, and 


8, M. HL 





No. 129, 
Sir Ms Durand to the Marquess of Salishury,—(Reeeived October 16.) 


(No. 75.) 
(Peloxmmphie,) Pe Ispathan, October 16, 1899. 
TO-DAY. [leave Ispabian on any way to Ahwaz, ‘Throughout my visit here the 
‘allan has been most friendly, but lie has shown great nervousness. 
T receive letter from his son on the 18th October, asking me to depute 
som one int Ww ‘¢onildence to reecive a secret amd important message which 
i ‘aloue, Tho next day 
Zil took this opportunity to deliver 
we. HL ament of Persia in 
its present situation was entirely in the hands of Russia, amd he affirmed that there 
was an arrangement in writing binding Persia to deliver over Bunder-Abbass to Russia 
within ten years. ‘The present state of things, he said, could not possibly continue, 
n'two or three years it would be ended by an internal revolution. 
Tighnoss assured Mr. Rennie of bis devotion to England, and he urged the 
yy of improving the situation of our Consul at Tspaban, who, he said, was 
colipsed by the superior equipment of his Russian colleague. ' The latter has a 
secretary and a mounted guard of ten soldiers, four of them Russian Cossacks. ‘The 
Zit insisted that the British Consul ought to have a military escort. 
riceived visits from the Zil’s sons, who are in charge of an English tutor, 
‘At our parting interviow this morning, the Zil pressed the badge ef the Onder of the 
Star of Tndia on his eyes and mouth, and assured me of his unswerving fidelity to the 
Government of the Qi 





No. 180, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 17.) 


‘THE Undor-Seoretary of State for India. presents hie compliments to the Under- 


Seoretary of Stute for Foreign Affairs, aud, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Goverament of India Foreign Sedretary's Tottor, dated the 26th September, regarding 
the movements at Babrein of M, 

Initia Office, October 1G, 189% 


Inelosure in No, 130. 


Memoranctuns, 
(Confidential) 

M, Goguyer.—this Brenchiau is still at Baluein.  Novhing. has yot tanspired 
contirm the report that he-had offered to issue to Arabs residing in Bahrein, on small 
feo, Frouch papers of naturalization or French registers to vessels owned by them, 

is now said to be ‘writing Reports on pearl fishery and other matters 
relating to Babrein, 

Ho is still living in, the house, and at the expense, of Mahoimed-bin-Abdul Wabab, 
ut the latter is now suid to be ansious to get rid of his guest. He had received him 
in the hupe of making some money out of him, as be had heard that the Frenchian 
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intended purchasing pearls. Mf. Goguyer has not done anything of the sort, although 
the peatl season is in fall s Teis therefore suspected that fie has other than mete 
commercial objects in visiting Babrein. 

ME. Goguyer’s assistant, M. Elbaz, who was expected to arrive in Bahrein from 
Muscat, has srritten to say he cannot come, as he was unwell, and asked to be supplied 
with funds to enable him to return to France. M, Goguyer is reported to have asked 
the French Consul, Museat, to advance 500 rupees to M. Elbaz. 

Haji Ali Dehba, who had accompanied M. Goguyer to Babrein, has returned to 
Mussat: The former isi to be a confidential news agent of the French Consul at 

fuseat. 


Bushire, August 28, 1899. 
Forwarded to the General Superintendent Thagi and Dakaiti Department, for 
information, in continuation of this Office indorsement, dated the 29th Mu 
(Signed) ¥. B. PRIDBA 
Special Branch Assistant. 





No. 131. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Forcign Office, October 18, 1899. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 19th July last, T am directed by the 
Marquess of Salisbury to inform you that the French Ambassador ut) this Court states 
that the French Consul at Muscat is now investigating the right of the various dhows 
which fly the French flag to claim Frouch protection with the view of correcting 
abuses, 

Tn the meanwhile, the French Government hear that Major Fagan has again 
insisted that they should all ceaso to hoist the French flag, and has threatened compul- 
sion by a British ship of war. 

‘The French Ambassador was reminded that the proviows statemont respecting 
Major Fagan’s action had been positively denied. His Excellency said ho was aware of 
this, but that the statement had been rep 

Tami to suggest that Lord G, Hamilton should cause inquiries to be mate a8 to 
the truth of the allegation which has reached the Fronch Government, and inform 
Lord Salisbury of the result in due course. 

Tam, 
(Signed) UM, SANDERSON, 





No, 182. 
Sir M. Durand (o the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received October 22,) 


(No. 76.) 
(Welographic.) P. ‘Tehran, October 22, 1899. 
YOUR Londship’s telegram of the 19th instant; Bank-notes. 
Persian Government has informed us verbally that they are now making propa 
tions to secure withdrawal of bank-notes, as they consider their issue to bo detriment 
rests of the country, ‘They donot, however, admit the illegality of “ bijocks, 
S to substitute promissory notes at six month: 
cocks? ineash, Sadr-Azam said that a Firman onde 
Was before the Shah for signature on the 16th, and that it would be 
communicated to us. Minister for Forvign Affairs. promised th ld receive 
not later than the 17th a note in reply to our note communicati 
Majesty's Government. Up to now the Legation has heard nothing 
sceins advisable, under these cireumstances, to defer uction for a timo, 








us 
No, 133, 


Sir M: Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received October 23.) 


(No. 77.) 
‘Wolegraphic.) P. 

MY telegram of yesterday : Bank notes, 

Persian Government state, in an official note, that they are determined to uphold 

mivileges of the bank. The Persian Goverment were under the impression that 
 jijucks” were strictly commercial documents when they maintained that they differed 
from bank notes, Persian Government admit, if, as the bank maintains, “ bijecks” 

‘aod in swvall denominations, and have taken the place of paper money, 
{hat the principle which they have always maintained has been violated. | ‘This prin: 
ciple. is that the monopoly of the bank only allows the issue by other institutions of 
promises to pay on demand and to bearer, provided always that such documents 
Teprosent counter-valne of merchandize actually delivered or money given or received. 
vo consequences would ensue were the Persian Government, to. modify established 
fustom to thik effect, Any abuses, however, infringing the just rights of the bank, they 
‘are at the same time determined to suppress. 

Tt ia, thoreforo, proposed to order the Governors of places where such abuses may 
have occurred to inform the local merchants— 

1. That the sole right to issue paper money or “bijecks,” taking the place 
thereof, lies with the bank, 4 

‘Nhat uiitess such documents represent merchandize sold or money paid or 
toeeived, no one save the bank has the right to create bills, cheques, or * bijecks” 
payable to bearer on demand. 

3, That the Bushire and. Pars Companies’ *hijecks,” issued to take the place of 
por money, shall he uo longer current, and shall be immediately withdrawn by those 
amypanies, either ayainst cash payment or, if, in dofault of the necessary funds, 
against promissory notes, uot exceeding six months, at 12 per cont, ‘The Companies 

‘uy Ingolvent if these notes are not duly honoured, 

the note concludes, "that complete satisfaction to the bank vill be given 
iy this solution of the question in, dispute, hut T await the notification of your assent 
Votore issuing orders in this sense," 


‘Tehran, October 23, 1899. 
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Ladin Office to Faveign Office —( Received October 28.) 


the receipt of your Totter 

nich Hag, and to state 
out of India have been requ tion desired by. 
, tolutive to the alleged proceed 


(Sigued) . GODLEY. 


a 
Inclosure 1 in No. 134. 


Lind @. Hawillon to the Gorernmens of India. 


(No. 45. Seeret,) 
My Lord, 
TINCLOSE, for the information of yo jovernmicnt, a6 
fetter from the Foreign Ollice, dated the 18th Octobe on the subjec 
hows chiming totly the Frouch fag at Muscat, and T request that you will cause 
nguity to be made as {o the teuth of the allegation that Major Fagan hes insisted that 


ows in qhestion should cease to hoist the French flag, and las threatened com. 
pulsion by a Thitish ship of war, 


ng 
2. The information skould be furnished at an early date for transmission to the 
Foreign Office. \ 
_. Lam, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 
Inclosure 2 in No, 134, 


Foreign Office to India Office, October 18, 18! 


[Already printed] 





No, 135. 
Consul-General Wood to the Marquess of Saliebury.—(Rereived October 30.) 


(No.7) 
My Lord, Tabrevz, October 9, 1809. 

IN feference to my despatch No. 6 of the 15th ultimo, I have the onour to 
transmit the eopy of a despatch I have this day addressed Her Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran, giving information of an organized effort to bring the Armenians of the youth- 
western distriets over to the Orthodox Church. 

1 have, &e 
(Signe) CECIL G, Woob. 


Tuclosure in No. 135, 


Cousul-General Wood to Sir M. Durand. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Tabroes, October 9, 1809, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 nf the 16th ultimo, and. preceding corres 
spondence, with regard to the Russian Consul-General’s visit! to Urumiah, and his 
unexpected attitude in those parts towards the Rossin Orthollox Mission and its 
20,000 Nestorian aherents, I have the honour to report news of a fresh move. on 
M. Petroff’s part which would tend to show that, notwithstanding the minute declarations 
he made to members of one of the forcign Missions, to the effect that he would not lend 
himself to any interference with the liberty enjoyed by the various sects in Persia, and 
that the Russian Beclesiastie Mission had no potitieal object or support, he was ouly 
endeavouring to throw dust into for, whilst he waa making 
such declarations, an organized attompt was being made hy the Russian Government or 
Holy Synod to bring the Armonian community in the south-western districts to the tenets 
of the Russian Church, 

Being assured of the willingness of the Nestorians to join and adhere to the 
Orthodox Church, they were paying unostentatious court tothe Armenians, as the 
jnforoatign L baro guthodea wil sow. 

Some fourteen or fifteen months ao a Russian Armenian, “ Hatchick Dadian,” who 
had thrown up his official employment as a police officer in favour of the Monkish garb, 
was sent, either by the Russian Government or by the religious authorities in Russia, to 
Selmas, with the object apparently of furthering among the Armenians there the work 

h his confréres were carrying out in Urmi among the Nestorians, 

So convinced were the Armenians, as well as their religious authorities in ‘Tabrees, of 
the, from a religious point of view, dangerous character of this new emissary fro 
Russia, that both kept aloof from hint, and treated him with coldness and distrust, 

For the last six months, however, “Hatchick Dadian,” in his capacity of Armenian 
Archimandrite, has openly used his best endeavours to keep the Armenian community, 
in the south-western districts tozether, and to prevent the conversion to the Orthodox 
tenets of even the poorest among them, 

‘This state of affairs did not coincide with Russian views, and could not be allowed ty 
continue, and Iam assured that M, Petroff and “Hatehiel Dadian” had some stormy 
private meetings in Urmi, 
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y Russian colleague, however, bided his time, and has but now ordered the 
Aeneas come to Tabreez—having, as I am told, gone so far as to lee the 
Sizam-et-Siltanch, our Governor-General, o give orders to the Urumiah authorities to 
aid in the earying out of his oficial intentions, Once here Mace Dadian ” co 
detai irected under safe eseort to Russian territory. 
aor pera cafvoniohageny hoover, to bare looked with an unfavourable eye on 
M, Petrof's request, for, it appears from tHe communications made by the Governor of 
Urimiah, the Mulk, to. the threatened monk, that his, Hxeelloney assure 
him that in the event of his desiring to avoid obeying the Russian Consul-Gencral’s 
orders, he ns well ws the Tabreez authorities would aid and protect im. 5 
Tie, however, elected not to tempt his national protector’s ire, and is now in 
abreer. ° ‘ 
‘Vhis incident points very strongly to a direct attempt having been maie to bring 
Pg ean mami Seca 
religion whieh at one time, owing to the perseaution the native authorities used towards 
them, lad been seriously contemplated,® for the sake of the protection which it migl 
ve brought, ¢ é 
sare petfinndtite “THatshick Dadian's” place will be probably ile up by a better 
dita, though less conscientious nan, who will aceording to “ atcich Dadiaa’s” slate. 
ments, more eherfully wid esiylaceep the material beneits following a passive obedience 
to the views or desires of his Orthodox Government or authorities, rather than earry out 
the tenets und principles to which hie is bound by his vows a8 any Armenian priest an 
daring to ropeat M. Petroff’s own declarations ‘‘uyon honour”+ in Urmi to his 
coereligionists, in order to keep them firm in their ancient belief. 
x Thave, &o. 
(Signed) CECLL G. Woop. 





No. 136. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received October 30.) 


‘No. 78.) : ; 
(rei hie.) Ps Tehran, October 30, 1899. 


ati Ohi i ible good-will und 

SSEMBLED. Bakhtiari Obi all possible good-wil 

leaiulte 1 thopo there will be no. dispute regarding iehankesuogossion, who has 

lately dicd, and that all wil pass off'quietly. ‘The Abwazr-Ispahau trade road interests 
i yroatly, and they are offaring their assistance. 





No. 187. 


‘Sir M: Duraud to the Murquess of Salisbury —(Receiveil October 81.) 


‘Tehran, October 31, 1899. 


Co 2? 
Welewraphie) Pe 
Y telegram of the 24rd: Bank-notes. q 2 


Tam sending literal translation by bay to ‘asstiranices in the note are made 


ess positive owi differences. 





‘aud latter part Of No. 4 of July 12, 1899, forwarded to Foreign 


ea teint oN, : 
one Be te Wea 1800, and lcosre to Legace, waned to Farin 
(Ofte in devpich of ae tober lat 
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No. 138, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 2,) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the Sth October, the Under-Secretary of 
State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information, 
of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosnres in Government of India Foreign Secretary's 
letter, dated the 12th October, rezarding the movements of Herr Troeppen at Muscat. 

India Office, November 1, 1899, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 188, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of Indi 

Sir, Bushire, September V7, 1809. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence regarding a German naied Here 

Troeppen, alias Haji Mustapha, residing at Muscat, [ have the honour to forward, for the 

information of the Government of India, a eopy of a letter which T have received. from 

the Political Agent, Muscat, containing reports of Herr Troeppen's further doings at that 
place. 

Thave, &e, 
(For Political Resident'in the Persian Gulf), 
(Signed) B. WICKHAM HORE, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 188, 


Major Fagan to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 
Sir, Musent, September 6, 180), 
1 HAVE on several occasions reported to you the presence in Muscat of a German 
named Herr Troeppen, better known as Haji Mustaplia, This individual passes. as 
trader, and resitled formerly in Zanzibar, where ie embraced the Mahommedao faith and 
married a native of the Angazecja tribe. Several persons now in Museat, who knew 
Herr 'Trocppen in Zanzibar, testify to the faet that he was in very poor citeumstances 
there, and lived on an allowance of 100 rupees a-month made to him by the late Sultan 
Seyyid Hamid-bin-Thoweyn 

Since Herr Troeppen's arrival in Muscat it has several times been brought to my 
notice that although he ix doing no business here at all, he appears, nevertheless, to have 
oul deal of money at his command, and is able to spend between 00 and 400 rupoes 
a-month ov hisliviug alone. He hay made an offer to Seyyid Hamed-bin-Khalfin to rent 
his house for 100 rupees amonth, but the offer has heen refused, Moreover, on two 
‘oceasions on hich he has yone to Bander Abbas by the mail-steamer, he has each time 
travelled first-class both ways, 

He bas no. money transactions with any of the shrofls of the place, and does not 
draw on any firm for money, but he receives remittances consisting of Goverument of 
India notes forwarded toh registered covers. Whether the remittances are from 
Zanzibar or Bombay, Tam at present unable to say 

For some time past Herr ‘Troeppen has been endeavouring to persuade the Sultan 
to aliow him to start a post-office in Muscat, and to institute local postage stamps, for 
which concession he declared his willingness to pay His Highness 6,000 rupees for one 

ear. 
TO Lib Hichiees Ureiated Son nae Gaa'wictier or nol ta ‘grant this concession, but 
he has, I am informed, at Jength decided not to do so, 

Within the last few days the Sultan has placed a large house, known as Mubamad 
Koonji’s house, at the disposal of Herr Troeppen, and has declared his intention of taking 
the customs under his own control, and of appointing Herr Troeppen to the post of 
Superintendent of Customs, on a salary of 200 rupees a-month, ag soon as the present 
‘customs farmer's contract expires, 

M ee impression js that this is merely a ruse on the Sultan's part for the purpose 

1957] a1 
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of extracting a higher bid from the Banias who usually compete for the customs farm, 
for the Sultan requires the customs farmer te pay bim 470 dollars daily, both in the 
flack and the busy seasons, and it follows, therefore, that this requirement can only be 
met by some man who has @ cortain amcunt, of eapital at his disposal, enabling him to 

te moncy drawn even when the income of the customs fall short of the required 


It is, however, just possible that Herr Troepyen may have informed the Sultan that 
hhe is in n position to do this, and if this really is the ease, it follows that he must have 
someone on.awhom Le ean draw for consicerable sums of money, and it becomes a matter 
{fine umost importance to ascertain the sonree of his supply. T have requested the 

seal, Zanzibar, to enlighten me on this point, if possible, and to give me any 
information in hi ding Herr Troeppen's character and antecedents, an 
in the meanwhile, { shall have this individual closely watched, and will keep you inform 
of anything further that may transpire, 
Lhave, & 
(Signed) G. F, FAGAN, 
Political Agent and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 





No. 139. 
Afr, Oy Hardinge to the Marquesx of Salishery. —(Received November 2, 


(No. 106) : 
(Telogeaphie.) Be St, Petersburgh, November 2, 1809. 

T MEP the Persian Minister at the M ry for Poreign Affairs to-day, 

On iny talking to limon the subject of your Londship's telegram No. 256 of 
yestoriay, he told mo that he had come to protest against an article which bad appeared 
prone of the St, Potorsburgh newspapors. advocating that: Russia should acquire a port 
on the Persian Gulf on nd he assured me most. positively that there is no 
foundation for the report of any negotiations on the subject, 





su, 140. 
Sir My Durand (o the Marquess of Solishury.—(Recetvet November 4.) 


(No, 80.) 
(Tolographie. ‘Tehran, November +, 1899. 
BANK-NOTRS: My telegram of the 31st ultimo. 
T have heen assured by the Sadr-Azaun and Foreign Min 
by the Bronch text of the hote respecting *bijecks.” 


they will abide 





So. ML. 
Sip Ne O'Gonor to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 6.) 


0,505, Contidential,) 

My Lord, Therapia, October 31, 1899. 
TOWARDS the close of an interview whieh 1 had with Tewfik Pasha yesterday 
Subline Porte, his Excelleney informed me confidentially that he hail heard a 
short time to that the Russian Government intended ga couple of ships of 
far to the Porsion Gulf, aud that, apon his inquiring, the Russian Ambassador 
confirmed the mpork, AL the same time M, Zinovilf explained that the ships were 
Doing sent ax complaints had been made that the Russian fing was never seen in those 
that they probably would not go. there before December that he did not see 
how it affected tiie Turkish Goyerament, acd that it certainly need not cause them any 

uneasiness. 

wviik Pasha said Further that, according to sceret information he had received, 
the prosence of the ships of war vias in connexion with an arrangement for the cession 
ofwport in the Gulf @s a terminal station of a railway, and that he had reason to 


123 


believe the Russian Government were negotinting, if they ha 

Gad se anenarlie oid ocean premmercinibammte ce bee 
k Pashia aided that he had made a report to the Sultan, showing that any 
of Russian influence in the Persian Gulf was opposed to the interests of 
and that His Imperial Majesty elso took this view, observing that the 
nis must send ships from the Haltie, as he certainly would refuse permission for 

any ships of war from the Black Sea fleet to pass through the Straits, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. BR. OCONOR. 





No, 142, 
Mr. C, Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury.-—(Received November 6.) 
(No. 826.) 
My Loni, 
iy Loni, . , November 2, 1809. 
T IAD the honour to receive this: morning datageant No 136 of 
yesterday, repeating to mea tel whieh cy 
ster for Foreign Affairs 
vied on, if not actually 
ments with a view to the 
us for a railyvay on the Persian Gulf. 
gn Affairs, the Persian Minister, and T 
ations, {Ho assured me 


most positi 
an article in yesterday's "Vetersburgh Vicilomosti,” in whieh the lense of « port 
by Rossin in tho Persian Gulf wan advocated, and that advantage shoild be taken of 
moment when England was preoccupied with affairs elsewhere, He told 

hnd brought the article with him in order to. make a formal complaint to 

nid to ask that an end might he put to articles of this desoription, 


Which could not be to the advantage of either Goverament, 
1 am inclined to believe the assurance of the Persian Minister as regards any 
intions in St. Petersburgh, Nor do I think it likely that any negotiations have 
heen in progress in ‘Tehran, sintee, part fom other raisons, if it be true that the 
Russo-Persian Railway Convention has recently been renewed, there ean he no question 
of the construction of railways in Persia for some years to come, 
Tllave, ce. 
(Signed) ONARLES WARDINGE, 





No, 143, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Tord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of Secret letter 
from the Government of India, dated the 19th October, and inclosures, regarding 
Muscat affairs, 


India Office, November 6, 1899. 


inclosure 1 in No. 148. 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton 
(Geeret.) — 

My Lord, Sinle, October 19, 1899, 
WITH reference to your Weert See despatch, dated the Nth Aug 
last, we have the lionoir to forward, for your Lordship’s. information, copies 
of letters on the subject of the present attitude of the Sultan of Muscat, and 
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the orders which we have caused to be issued on the question of resuming payment of 
his aubsidy, ca 
We have, &. 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 

W. 8. A. LOCKHART. 

©. M. RIVAZ. 

©. B. DAWKINS. 

‘T. RALEIGH, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 143. 
Government of Iudia to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Seoret.) +f Simla, October 2, 1899. 

WITIT reference to my letter, dated the 25th May, 1899, and your letter dated 
the 20th May, 1899, I ata directed to inclose a copy of a Secret despatch, dated the 11th 
August, 1899, from the Secretary of State for India regarding Muscat affairs. 

2, Should Captain Cox, tipon arrival at Museat, be received ina friendly 
spirit by the Sultan, and should he, after making himself acquainted with the cir 
cumstances of the situation, report in favonr of a resumption of the subsidy to the 
latter, the Government of India would be inclined, subject to your advive, to acquiesce 
in such a proposal. 

8. As regards the arrears of the subsidy due since the last parment for November 
1898, tos should only be paid, subject to the deductions necessary on account of the 
tepayment of the loan granted to the Sultan in 1897, and to the’ display on the part 
of the Sultan of a sincere desire to resume friendly relations, aud of a disposition to 
defer in future to the advice of the Goveroment of Inia, The monthly payment of 
the subsidy: should probably be resumed first, and the payment of arrears held over 
until the Government of Iuiia have heen satistied by Captain Cox and yourself of the 
ona fides and loyalty of the Sultan, Tt would also be desirable, in the opinion of 
the Government of India, to liquidate from these arrars the balance of the 
indemnity due to British subjects for the losses incurred in the rebellion of 1895, 
& proposal which would have the further advantage of enabling the Sultan to 
abolish atonce the punitive tax levied on the export trade, By these measures all 
outstanding aecounts would be settled; and it would be possible to make a fresh 


start at Muscat with thir chances of success, Captain Cox should he directed to 
Teport upon these proposals 


$$ 


Inclosure 3 in N 
Major Fagan to Government of India. 
(Confidentiat.) Museat, September 28, 1899, 
UITAVE the honour to submit herewith eopy of my letter of tosdag’s date to the 


address of the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, regarding the present attitude of 
His Highnoss the Sultan of Muscat towards the British Government, 


Tnelosure 4 in No. 143. 


Major Fagan to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, 


(Confidential,) 
A 


Tam about to leave Museat on relief hy Captain P. Z. Cox, I have the h 
/ Museu of by Captain P. Z. Cox, le honour 
to submit a Repost on the present attitude of the Sultan towands the Beitish Govern 


Muscat, September 28, 1899, 


ment, The firmness displayed by the Government in the matter of the French coali 
station has undoubtedly had the offect of enlianeing our prestige in the operat Be 
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eople of Oman, and Iam disposed to think that the Tesson | gether been 
‘on Saiyid Feysal himself. The promises of assistance whieh le received from the 
rench Consul roved illusory, and His Highnoss must have seen by this time 
what his Subj ized that he has nothing of a tangible nature 
to hope for ae 
2, But although we may, and probably have, succeeded in instilling a certain 
amount of respect for the Government of India into the mind of the Sultan, there 
does not as yet appear to be any disposition on His Highness’ part to follow in the 
footsteps of his father, the late Saiyid Turki, who was always so ready to be guided 
us in all he did, On the contrary (as my vi s 
inues his distrustful attitude towards British, and neve 
any importance between himself 
ning towards the French Munshi 
earanees suspended, are in reality as activ 
ishes of th ment of 
idia to the extent of r ceive him in andionce by day, but T regret to 
report that he encourages tly imself yeturns them, and 
that the Sultan is not really ac: ter may, T think, be seen, by 
Tis Highness’ recent action in ‘util vives ian in his negotiations 
" the finst of the demands 
presented to him by the 
csident on the Oth February last, with all of which His Highness promised 
compliance, 


Buropeans of any nationality, 

guidance. In. ondinary: matters, ther 

Very considerable, would prevent his allowing. 

of the French Consul or anyone else; but 

British Government he feels that the counsel of some one versed in European 
methods and polities. is procediwe which he hay adopted of 
submitting our communications $n any subjects which le considers important to 
M, Ottavi for his advice, 

4. As regards the origin of the Sultan’s hostility towards the British, it would 
appear from the various reports and papers in the archives of this Ageney that tis 
‘Highness was in point of fact never well disposed towards us from the very first, 
though the indications of his unfriendly attitude wore not then so well defined as in 
later times owing, no doubt, to the al 1 foreign Representatives to work on his 
feclings. In 1595 the Sullan was much displeased at our failuse to assist him in 
turning the rebels out of the town, and M. Ottavi, who hiad arrived on the scene a fe 
montlis previously, did not fail to take advantage of the opportunity thus afforded to 
him of poisoning the Sultan's mind and stining up his Intent foolings of hostility 
the British with what results the history of the past few years too plainly shows, 

5, Taught by M. Ottavi, His Highness now views our every action with the 
utniost suspicion. Indeed, so thoroughly has the Sultan become’ imbued with this 
idea, auil so Jirmly convinced is he of the necessity of maintaining friendly relations 
with the Freueh in onder (o preserve his independence, that he ix apparently proparedl 
to make considerable sacrifices rather than offend that Power, as the following instance: 
serves to slow. ‘The practice of the French Government in granting French flags and 
protection to the Sur! dhows is one which the Sultan is knoyvn to resent most keenly, 

in several eonverstions which I had with Saiyid Voysal, 1 endeavoured to in 

him the advisability of adopting a distinctive Hag, 

alter his flag, admitted frankly that he objected very s 

of granting protetion to his subjects anil stoning uri 
acknowledged that he would be very glad if it could be puta stoy 

ded to sugwest hisasking for the assistance of the British Government 
matter, the idea did not appear to commend itself to His Highness, and when I pointed 
‘out to him that his only hope of procuring relief lay in his following my advice, His 
Highness, althouzh he appeared to recognize the truth of this, novertheless put mo 
oft by saying that bo would wait for two months, after which, if no action was taken 
hy the French Government to remedy the existing state of affairs, he would certainly 


* Vide Memorandom sccompanying my letter dated Beptomber 26, 1899, 
[1597) 
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‘ask for the assistance of the British Goverment in the matter. ‘The two months will 
have elapsed in the course of the next few days, but I shall he much surprised if our 
id is ever invoked. 
6,1 have 


que 
eases of plague 


occurred, His Highness, 
who is known to have consulted the French Consul on the point, appears to have 
repented of this ‘action in having solicited the aid of Government, and after the 
Nospital assistants liad cuitine Rules had been. duly framed by 
Hieutenant:Colonel Jay is Hi announced his intention of abolis 
After a time, however, quarantine was reimposed against 

arrivals from India, but the arrangements were, as formerly, placed under local 
management, and not under the control of the officials deputed by the Government 
of India for the puxpose, and these latter wero, therefore, ultimately sent back to 
Kurmehee, after having boon uselessly detained here for three months at the expense 
of the Government of i 

7. 1 now beg to submit a few remarks regarding the effect of the stoppage 
Of the subsidy on the Sultzn, When payment of this allowaneo was suspended, it 
was generally: supposed that Mis Highness would, in the couse of si 
iionths, be so. inconvenienced, and the yov 
impossible, that le would submit to a 
cousiderable a sum, But this was mc 
hoo due to the following ¢ 


was stopp 
painting 

8. Mad Mis 0 years ago, his throne and 

Ge tribal risings whieh 

ly for himself two 


ahi his life would have 
would havo nsstuwdly: Lollowed on 
casos have hitherto pe ited a rising of the t ainst his vu The tirst is the 


ion, batt vouy 


Prax ion of the British Government not tw y ‘on the towns of 
id Math, anil the second is due to the fact that the tribes have within the 
‘ders, and othees have not as yet been found to 
ymieut of their subsidies lias iicensed. the tribes 
amount of disorder and pillage has been fhe result, 
hut tig is no punishment to Saiyid Boysal, who is absolutely indifferent to the fato of 
his subjects or of the country witich ho is supposed to 
dollars which he gets daily from the Custon-house speaking 
toy ndsat the gates and in the fosts, and to satisty his own personal wants 
and daily expenses, and as his personal safety is practically assured by the British 
Prvclamtion already alluded to, nothing elso distusbs his equauimity or eauses him any 
incony 

9, Tt is trite that on occasions the shoe has pinched, but His Highness lins so far 
boon able to squeeze a sulficient amount of money to meek pressing requirements from. 
certain of his subjects, and Tately he has been Iueky enough to come into a windiall by 
the wholesale appropriation of the estate, amounting to about 25,000 dollars of the late 
Abder Rakman-bin-Pesiouk, a well-to-do Balueh, who was murdered at Secb by 
Bedouins a few weeks ago, The appropriation of this property was an act of the 
grossest tyranny on Iis Highness’ part, ns the unfortunate individual has left three 
widows and a mother anongst whom the estate should have been divided, but the 
money Nias come in yery useful and has enabled him to make an attempt (which 
has proved unsuecessiul) to gain possession of the forts} of Hazam and Rostak. 

10. Doubtless as time goes on the Sultan will find it increasingly difficult to rai 
money, for there tnust be a limit to the endurance of even his long.suiferi ig subjects, 
and it is possible that he say, under prossure of cireumstances aud with a view to 
obtaining the subsidy, agree fo our modest demand to pay due regard to the advice of 


7 Wide muy ltt dated Aprit 13, 1899. 
t Vide may letter dated September 26, 1699. 


the British Representative, but, unless hestringely belies the views which T have formed 
of his character by the light of my own experience and of the recorded opinions of most: 
of my predecessors, I fear there is little ground for hopiug thiat Sai Meyer 
ecast (0 cause anxiety to the Government of Ludia or of his own fice will to allow our 
influence again to predominate at his Court. 


No, 144, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of Aden letter, 
of the 2ist October, 1899, and inclosure, regarding disturbances in the Yemen. 

India Office, Novenber 8, 1809. 


Tnclosure in No. Lait, 


News received from a Native Ayent at Sanaa. 
(Confidential,) 
Sanaa, July 26, 1899, 
‘DIE Vali has proceeded to Demar Yerim, Ka'taba and other places where he is 
the present Shoikhs and appointing new Sheikhs in their places for the 
henefit of those regions. ‘The Sheikhs so removed aro being brought up to Sanna. 
The Commanding Officer and the urkish soldiers ave still'at Sana, This rumoured 
that more soldiers fully equipped are coming out from Constantinople, ‘Che officer 
commanding these soldiers arrived in Sanaa to days 1go. 


Samad, August 28, 1809. 

‘The Arab insurgonts of the countries of EL Ashraf and El Kebla, with their Chief, 
Mahomed Hamid-cl-Din, have risen again against: the ‘Turks, snd have repaired the 
fortifications which hai heen destroyed by the Turks. ho Vali of Sanna has not yet 
returned to Sanaa, so it is not known whit stops will be faken, but it appoars that the 
Arabs will be directed to surrender their arm: 

The Turks are strengthening the existing forfifieations and erecting new ones in 
Sanaa and other countries, The a very large hospital for all porsons 
of any caste, ‘The cost of the building was paid by Government. and all the liospital 
expenses, e being defrayed by Government. “There is a considerable number of 
‘Turkish soldiers in Yemen. 

Sanaa, September 17, 1899, 

‘Tho Turks have brought to Sanaa about sixty Sheikhs from the countries of IL 
Mida, Odain, and other places, and put them in prison, Turkish soldiers have advance 
upon Kholan on the eastern side of Sanaa. ‘Tho Arabs in the country of EL Ashraf, 
which is about eight days’ distant from Sanaa have revolted again and seized about 
seventy of the Turkish soldiers and taken them to thefr Chiof. ‘Purkish soldiers havo 
left Sanaa to advance upon El Ashraf, Other soldiers have proceoded to fight the 
people of the country of * Bani Matar.” ‘The war is not yet over. 


No, 145. 
Major Sykes to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 18.) 


(No. 9.) 
‘My Lord, sar Kain, August 20, 1899, 
IN tho following despatch I propose to give some qeconnt of the ruling family of 
in, Which also goverus Sistan, abbas, and ‘Tun, as T ain novy in a position to speak 
with certuinty on two or three points, as to which T have hitherto heen without 
information, 
‘With regard to the history of the family, they know little or nothing about 
themselves, except that they beliove that they aie meuibers of the Arab tribe of Khazai, 





which, driven out of Bahro fhe shores of the Persian 
Gulf, the: a, its southern border, firs' in der their influe: 
Provines ot Kain, until the midlle of the 
endent, bat yet sctasionully paid teilate to Herat, 
ul to me by a Khan at of “looking ‘two ¥ 

Afier the d bh of Yar th able Vi: 

in Government, which efforts to seize thi 
De eontent with some of its outlying pr cing annexed with ot 
to the north; the ruling family oxperie: ent, be 
Persia, and, at the tine of the Goldsmid Mission, we tind that Mir Alum Khan had 
rendered Is Coverimont yeoman ike by annexing the most valuable portion of 
Sistan, 

Th must be remembored that the Amir of Kain was, 
regards education, with 2 medimyal border Baron, so that lis tre i 
is not surprising, as its fine position and aims were nover grasped by him, otherwise, 
in ny Numble opinion, instead of showing himself openty hostile, he have been 
ansious to court the British Commissioner, upon whose arbitral dec 
all his efforts deponded 

Ln any cxso, although jealous of his dignity, he reeetve 
other olliecrs with courtesy, and semained & pra 

stan, nntil his death in USO, 

When this event occurred, he bad three sons and 
Deing hy the ato wives, which, as may be suppose 
a hurmonion Nvision of the property, 

His eldest son, the Mishmut: Mulls, 
stood, jockayod ont of his share of th 
appropriated iy the Shankatal-Mat, the prv 
family, singe Chat alate, hiv two liostile 
Mull bein supported by his who is now: perl 
who is married to lov iti, {8 ON tlie side of the head of the ly. 

Wovtake the UHishnawuteulMulk fist, 1b not, a ye nequaintance, 
Diit He is tiniversally eonsideved to, be of a hiigher ty i , anid, upon. thi 

a is close on 50, 
eldest som, Min M jnvernor of Sista upon my arrival there, and 
weortnt of hint may be of itiloxest, 

Appoiuited at the age of perlnps 1 wal power Has inly in the 
hiynds af his mother’s family, whose vid Khan, of the Navui tribe of 
Haluchis. 

«was sented by the other Chiefs, who repeatedly complained to Hishantut 
Wheeonpon the hitter decided to send down another son, ALyhomed Resa Khan, 
rice Of his mother's heother, Abdul W 
bw Governor reached S in Janunry 189, and asked to have the fo 
Handed overs hut Mie Ma'suin’s party had no idea of yielding, nnd, consequently 
iNhess was Feignod 94 nm-escuse for deliy, with th result {hat matters deasod on in 
an indecisive fastion for two month two Tailors fa Sisti 

Mir Ma'simn’s party, howeyer, hept possession of the fort, whik 
Wiis only too delighted to intrigue with the officers of the ve: 

Tron Kain against lis biother, so that the newseomer's parly was distinctly the 
weakest. 

Aldi Wahnb, to end the matter, tried to seize the fort, bul, upon a conflict 
commencing, his owt partisans forsook him, sud to surrender, when h 
swvon that he woulil espouse Mir Ma’sumn's catise, aid it was finally agreed that he 
should proceed to Meshod, “over the Governor-General, 

Not altogether amiaturally, efor this suerngemont was carried ont, Abdul 
Wahab became sn object of ini and at a full meoting it was decided: to 
auuinter hint, Uhe \ynfort Deing shot in broad day ya slave of Mir 
Ma'suni, 

M ly Wounded, he took refuge in the Deputy ( 
assissin was only persunded not to fire again by the viet 
die within the how 

‘The murder then rode off quietly with a friend to Birjnd, where the Amir 
handsomely rowsrled hin; howeves, in’ time, finding his presenee embarrassing, he 
was sent off to Quetta with, L believe, a letter of recommendation to the gent to the 
Governor-Gen 
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After these events Mahomed Reza Khan was allowed to eseapo, and so’ the 
jain fell on the first act of this singularly cold-blooded and premuditated murder. 

The Hishmut-ul-Mulk’s position at Tabbas is so insecure, as he has ousted a 
hereditary family, that he unable to proceed to Sistan in person and, 
sequence, at the time of m al. some nine months after the murder, Mir M 
Was nominally Gor beit Purlil Khan, Sarbandi, was, in compliance with the 
onders of the Hismut-ul-Mulk, engaged in expelling the Narai Baluchis and their 
adherents, 

ye his departure until the month of March, when he reluctantly 

His father, upon seeing him, said: “Ma’sum, by killing Abdul 

Wahab, you have taken my staff from my hand;" after which no further notice was 
taken of him, 

However, two of his chief servants and advisers wore seized and severely beaten, 
upon which Mir Ma'sum fled by night to Birjand, where the Shauknt-u-Mulk is 
showing him every kindue 

As the other sons of the Hishmut-ul-Mulk are by inferior wives, Mir Ma'sum 
may again come to the front upon his father’s death, but at present he is extra 
oniinarily ignorant and conceited; he is also not at all vigorous or healthy, but 
perhaps the climate of Sistin is accountable for that. 

ly referred to as being only anxious to be 

Kain and be inde Although: less than 50, as he is 
depraved and also subject. to probability die shortly, and, 
childless, will be succeeded by his alt brother, Mohamed ‘tbrahim Khin, a’ bi 
nly youth, who isi is surroundings, 
8 en attached to mi 

great di 1 st anit : ly; the latter tells me 
that he repeated rule in India and his ‘impressions as to. the 
Shaukat-ul-Mulk's le, corroborate what I hiayo already: reported, 

1 k that, upon the whole, our position in Kastern. Persia, 0 
far as its rulers any concerned, is more satisfactory thin that of Russia, as tho 
Hishinat-ul-Mulk is, T feo! sure ng noticed in the distribution of 
samnovars by the Ts always acted in a friendly manner towards 
British officials, 

pier, some six years ago, 
humble opinion, be equally rude to 


‘Thanks, perhaps, to Russi 


im convineed that, he mistrusts 
that Power whil 


that our trade interests and 
ford us a legitimate reason for 
a Political offic ne time his supreme wish is to be left alone, 
i mnay remain a backwater ol and misgovernment, 

is to the effect that Mahomed Roa 

is ag i care of the murdered man’s brother, while 

the Hishonut-ul-Mulk is arrangi 1a | ty with him, to avoid a sevond 
trazeily ; also a servant of the is now there on agpeciil mission, and 
was arranging for the return of the Baluchi exiled Chiefs, until the Sistani Hoadmon, 
by subserihing 21 a-piove, persuaded him to desist, It is therefore improbable. that 
any change will bo made in the sfatus quo for some time to come, and it ts to be hoped 
that Sistan, where Tam arranging for a British Indian tira to commence business, sill 

s former tranquillity. 
Thaye, &e, 


(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SYKES, 





No. 146, 


Sir M. Durand (0 the Marjuess of Satisbury.—(Reacived November 19.) 


(No. 95.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 16, 1899, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the receipt ‘of your 
telegrams Nos 39, 40, and 41 of the 24th September last relative to a joint loan to 
Persia, T fa Mr. Spring-Rice nnd Colonel Picot to make the nocossary 

[153% 20) 
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communication to the Persian Government, being myself on the point of setting out 
for the south. 

‘hey accoringly called on the Foreign Minister, and left with him a written 
communication in Persian in the terms of your Lordship's telegram No, 41, translation 
of which I haye te: honour to transmit to Lordship herewith. 

The Minister read the communication attentively, and said he would at once 
communicate it to the Shah and Sadr. wlio were still in the country. He 
thought it necessary, in onder to provide against possible misunderstandings, to ask for 
the exact meaning of the last sentence: “perhaps the Pe ernment may he 
able to suggest som form of security other than the custom d this, he asked, 

bury would have no objection to some form of security other than 
was informed, in reply, that such an interpretation was highly 
; Init he insisted on receiving a definite and outhoritative answer, as ie 
sid that otherwise grave misunderstandings might ensue. 

T accordingly telegraphed to your Lordship, aud, on receipt of your answer, a note 
was nddressed to the Foreign Minister, informing him that, in your Lordship's opinion, 
no Lown could Le mised in Enghund on anything like reasonable terms unless the Gulf 

stoms were assigned as security. 


Inclosure in No, 146, 


Memorandum communicated to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


tn ved a tele : ho has received 
from St h information that the Porsian Government is negotiating there 
for a joint loan in which Inghind, France, mid Russia are to be partners, As the 
Persian Government knows, Lord Salisbury is y lo what he can to facilitate a 
loan with a lien on the Gulf ports, Russin having'a like lion on the northern ports for 
a similar loan, but his Lordship desires me to say that he eannot consent to come into 
an arrangement with Russia and Rranee as partners, whetlier the a 
or not for eventual control, 

‘Those Powors might in ease of default ende 
the Gulf, whiol we should be bound, in the 
resist. 

Verhops the Persian Government may be able to suggest some form of security 
without these objections, 


coment provided 


to assert oxceptional rights in 
terests of our Indian Empire, to 





No. Li7, 


Sir M, Durand (0 the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 13.) 
(No. 96,) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 16,1899. 
WTI roforenco to the article in the “Novoe Vremyu inclosed herewith 
Which it is stated that sinew the mission of the representative of the I 
Soviety, M. Sarudny, no Russian official has been sent ito, South 
oxeeption of the Medica omission, which went to Bend 
the Shab’ Governinent, whow the Iudi 
one to transmit t 
Coloued Picot, giving a list of Che Russian 
Tehraw have beon reported to this Legation within the last year. 
Thaye, &, 
(In the absence of Sir H. M. Durand), 
(Signed) CELL SPRING-RICE. 


with the 


i 
Buschir at the invitation of 
appeared in thot district, Ihave the 


Menioranduu prepared by Mr. Ford 


yuth Persia and 
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Tnclosure 1 in No, 147. 
Extract from the  Novoe Vremya.” 


THE “Novoo Vi es an emphatic and categorical disclaimer to the 
persistent reports of Russia's relations with Afghanistan and Persia, 4 
“ Xt this noment,” suys our contemporary, “ there is not a single Russian agent at 
RievOsary ae stnareshegah sed aot only ee one Cieresi ae worreenie ware ie 
F any description in the whole of Afhanistan, not even a Russian traveller, 
ral years past the territory of the Ameer has been unapproachable to Russian 
‘Bint exchision may be altogether abnormal, but nevertheless it has been 
Jy respected by the Russian trontier authorities, iculous, therefore, 
for the forvign press to talk of ing actively engaged in a project for running a Tine 
ross the Afghan frontier, ‘There is no such intention, and, for the rost, 
we not, us already said, any Representative at Cabul, nor any diplomatic 
intereourse wh with Abdurrahman, 4 
Tn Persia there are a few Ros vellers engaged vercial pursuits, but. 
n these 1 Persia, year’s journey 
ociety’s representative, M. Sarudny, 
, no Russian official has been 
ily exception was 1 Medieal Commission, which, on the 
nment, went to Bender-Buschir when the Tudian plague 
that district, ‘There is hot a particle of truth in the report that Russian 
eimissiries have been sent int Southern Persia 7 
he persistent and menducinus statements made with regard to Russia's aggressive 
procedure an the Persian Gull’ should imye boen dissapated by the exploded fiction of 
bur occupation of Bender-Abbas, But. despite that the ‘Times of India’ stuck to ite 
J assertion that we bad acquired port in the Persian Gulf until tho Persian 
fonnally and emiphatioaly dented tatement.” ‘ 
‘The Russian journal is at, no Toss to trace these mischievous Feporte to thle 
glish and Gi They are circulated as blinds to cover the policies of 
those Powers in the Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 147. 
List of Russian Officials who hove visited South Persia, 1899. 


PRINCE DABIJA, Consul at Tspahan, travelled to Bushire, the Karun and 
Bakhtiari districts in the summer, 


the Pamirs at the 
invitation of the Russian Government, who phuced. a is disposal on the 
Imperial lines. On reaching Baku he proceeded to Tehran, where he remained ton 
days. He was accompanied by Messrs, Hjuter and Paulsen, 

M. Simnco has speut several weeks in Hamadan and: Ispahan collecting specimens 
of Persian insects, Ie stayed in Gulalek iv the Russian Logation. A Russian Consul 
has been appointed to Si and Tussian doctors have been sent to, Bushite, Shirws, 
and Kirman, 

Dr, Zablotny and wite were recently detached to Bagdad, but were recalled, 
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No. 148. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received Novenber 13.) 


(No. 98) 

My Lord, Tehran, October V7, 1899. 
WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch I haye the honour to 
transmit herewith a Memorandum on the subject of the guard at the Resideney of 
a request which has been received irom the Persian Government that 

hould be reduced. 
Thave, &e, 
(In the absence of Sir H. M. Durand), 
(Signed) © 1, SPRING-RICE. 


Tnelosure in No. 148, 


Memorandum respecting the Guard at the Bushire Residency. 


ontered to join the British 
ward of the Resideney at Bushire had 
om thirty-six to sixty-one men. 
cated to Colonel Meade, who informed the Legation 
in reply— 

1. That «fourth er ws oxpeoted, but that he had received no information of 
8 periumnent inerease of the squadron. 

2, What the guard had been reinforced by twenty-five men at the time of the 
‘Mungastani troubles in April 1898, since when it hil riot been increased. 

On the 24th September the Sadr-Azam alluded to the subject in, and 
expressed the hope the garrison would be reduced to its original strength, 
Colonel Meade was asked to report whether it was necessary to retain the extra 
tayontyll ne replied that the men could he safely withdrawa as soon 
as it was evident that the Persian authorities were strong onough to protect the 
Resiiloney ant British subjects from attacks and insults, 

‘he medival authorities considered that: the e would reappear shortly, and 
in view of this he could not recommend a reduction in the escort while those who 
erated the disturbances in July remained unpunished, and while no suitable 
topinition had vet eon given for the outrag the family of the telegraph 

dh, anid dhe at i ar: it was even rumoured that Ali 
ant, the prineipal o and would be allowed fo return 
to Bushire. 

Mie f ~ul-Dowleh, and it 
on of the escort was one 
jous to comply, if it could 

an outbreak of 

play Persian authorities at Bushire 

we ly Hot ina position to protect the Resid from insult or to punish 

ss ws had ovcurred. As the Moushir ‘Dowleh was aware, the Governor 

had repeatedly pressed for reinforeements, and it was clearly in the intervsts of 
both countries to prevent the possibility of a successful attack on the Residency. 

The Moushir-ud-Dowleh sid that immediate steps would be taken to increase 

garrison, and the Sadr-Azam, in a subsequent interview, said that orders had 

sont to a force to proceed to Bushire, and he hoped that they would soon 
arrive, 

On the 16th October Colonel Meade reported that six men had been bastinadocd 
in the presence of the Resideney Assistant and Munshi, as well as of the native 
Officer Commanding the escort. He stated that this measure would have an excellent 
cffct, especially as three of the worst offenders would be banished in addition to the 
flogging. 


ee 
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No. 149, 


Sir M, Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 13.) 


(No. 101.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 17, 1899. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence ending with your Lordship’s telesram 
No. 44 of the 28th September, relative to the illegal issies of bank-notes and bijecks, 
Thaye the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Memorandum showing the 
course of negotiations on this subject during the last month, 

Your Lordship will observe that the Persian Government haye announced their 
intention of ordering the withdrawal of the illegal notes and bijecks, in a decree which 
they have promised to communicate to Her Majesty’s Legation, It is also stated that 
the intentis Persian ate for the illegal notesand bijecks, 

terest and payable at a certain date—a measure which 
e houses which have issued the notes from hankruptey, 
hod this Legation from the Persian Govern: 
ment, 
T havo, 
(In the absence of Sir Il. M. Durand), 
(Signed) CELL SPRING-RIOB. 


Tnelosure in No. 149, 
Memorandum respecting Bank Notes und Bijecks, 


ON the 19th September Lond Salisbury telegraphed asking what answer had been 
a by the Persia went to the views expressed in his telegram of the 
ugust, regarding the illegal issues of bauk-notes. Sir M. Durand, in reply, 

an Government. With rogari, 
wat Tspaluan, snes the 
matter was last laid before t , it was understood, 

Issued onters for ther uy 

uber, Mr: 


ly communivated 

that the notes and 

ail issues were now spreading to 

ven informed the agent of the bank at Ispulian, 

¥ of withdrawing the notes, whatever orders he might 
receive, 

‘The Minister stated, in reply, that the Shah and Sadrsi-Azam were both absent, and 
that he could himself make answer; but his personal opinion was this, thar 
as Lord Salishur © view as to the interpretation of the bank's Concession and 

rcliauts another, the obvious resouree was a Committee 
ile hoped that a member of Her 
Spring-Rice, would consent to sit 


A similar proposal had already been madeto Mr. Maclean, the Acting Manager of 
h 


the bank, and he had already definitely refused, on the ground that the views of the 
dank had already been clearly stated, and that it was impossible for them to take auy 
other view as to their rights under their Concession than that which was alrendy 
before the Persian Government. 

‘the Minister's proposal was communicated to Lord Salisbury, and, in obedience to 
his Lordship's instructions, his Exeelleney was informed ina further interview, that 
Her Majesty's Government adhered to the view already laid down, and could not 
consent to. member of the Legation taking part in such a mecting as was proposed. 
The Minister expressed some disappointment, and said (again as an expression of his 
personal opinion, the Sadr-i-Azain being still absent) that he could sce no other way 
out of the difficulty except that provided under the hank’s Concession, namely, 
arbitration. In reply, it was pointed out to him that the complaint was now of seven 
years’ sanding: that the resort to arbitration came very late; that if an Arbitrator 

557 2M 
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led in the Yank would he conipelled to refer to the Arbit A 
izes, Which would be decided concurrently with the question of right, and that 
n Would include all damaged the inquiry. It was.also urged that the 
to the bank's complaint would be detrimental to Persian 
abroad. 
Tn w subsequent interview. held oy the 11th September, the Minister, when a 
pressed fora written reply, stated that le hoped the question would be settled within 
. Orders tad been sent to Ispahan, Bushive, and Shiraz to stop the issues 
ined of, and the merchants had heen fiformed that when these issues hi 
ruven the Govern 
take their pl 


dvising the Pe overnmient theo 
A wte would shortly be sent in in Lonl Salishury’s last 
Li. this note the Persia it would state that a’ Decree 
would by issued! ordering the suppression of the notes and bijecks, and the substitution 
of bonds bearing interest and payable ata fixed date. It was, he said, impossible 
to “onder their i withdiwal. It would mean the ruin of the houses 
concerned, dlisturlance of business. In a subsequent conversation with, 
the Acting Manager of the bank, M. Naus was informed that the hank would have no 
objection to th Proposed if the bonds substituted for the motes were not of such 

still denonait to enable them to take the place of currence 
On the T1th October the Sadr-i-Ayam informed Mr. Spring-Rice and Colonel 
Pivot tliat he hoped the matter would he now satisfactorily arranged, The Decree 
was before the Shab f nil it would he at once communicated to Her 
Majesty's Lexation. fealty, he gliont this affair had been to 
prove fo the persons neil that thie restriction in the issue of bankenotes was 
enforced, notin the interests of 1 forwign hank, but in the general interests of 
commerce, The fact appears to be that M. Nats lias heen able to convinee the 
the issues of an k-notes are allowed to extend at the 

eral commyceial crisis 





Sir M. Durand tothe Marquess of Salishiry.—(Reccived November 13.) 


(No. 102.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, October 17, 1899. 
WITTHL reference nt HL of the 16th ultimo, 1 have the honour to 
inelose Herowith a futher Memorandum on the subject of quarantine in the Por 
Gulf anid the proceedings of the Sanitary Conference at ohran. 
T have 
(Inv the absene 


Tnelosure in No. 150. 
Memorandum respecting Quarnitine ut Bushire 


BOR sone tine compl 
from French sourees, with 
Gulf, On the 24th September the 
formal. comp 
effect that Ei 
autos explanation of the difference 


‘The complaint was referred to Bushire, aud the Resilout explained that owing 
to the yery defeetive secommodation at the kuzaret, it had been necessary to allow 5 
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relaxation in fayour of first and second-class passengers, whose appearance for 
periodical medical inspection could be assured, He pointed out that in the Venice 
Confexence sucha procedure (under the name of “ surveillance”) was recommended 
in Kuropenn posts anil that i tind never been intendel to favour Europeans to tho 
detriment of Persians, 

He su that the concession should be extended to every one whose 
appearance for inspection ¢ould be guaranteed, 

The allove was communicated to the Sanitary Connell at w meeting attended by a 
small proportion of the smembers on the Sth Getober, The Delegate from Turkey 
agreed that tle Inzaret should be improved, bub maintained that “surveillance” was 
only applicable to European ports, and that in the present case the only possible 
mejsin was indiseriminate detention, 

No fitether disenssion took place on the n 

Th an interview with the F Mr. Spring-Rice and Colonel Pieot: 

phainel the cixcumstinees to his Excelloney, laying stress on the fact tliat no 
aiseaim was intended, and that any one who could offer guarantees for negulur 
medical inspection would be entitled to tle relaxation. Tt was only {oo notorious that 
this was a measure to which the natives of Bushire refused to sulmnit, and the only 
alternative was detention, Let the Persian authorities persuade the people to offer 
tho tine-ssary guarantees and they, too, would he entitled to the boneiits of 
"a system which had worked admirably elsewhere 
ubsoquent interview the Minister stated that he Nad given orders that the 
accomnvorlitis the Iavaiet should be so impraved that tllere should be ample 
sp rements, It was pointed out to him that snutil these Improvements 
went mid Would by grave objections to cuforcing detention on all travellers 


Uh 2 former Memorandum count was given of the ordering of a disinfeetor 
Pushire authorities, on the reeommendation of the Sanitary Board ‘This 
ince given rise to grave apprehensions which were communicated by 
Durand, The people of Bushive appeared to believe that it 
veil for the purpose of Doiling children, wlio. were required in that 
n oxcult purposes by the European doctors; and after emest 
ings from the Governor and other authorit it was finally decided to ph it on 
the Pers d-ship for safe-keepin 
ances were duly communicated to the Sanitary Council, some 
menibers of which expressed their surprise dhat the Governor was not provided with a 
sulicient force, 

At the Majesty’s Legation, Dr, Locw (Medical Advisor to. the 
Gernian Legation, now acting for Dr. Odling) reminded the Medical Council that the 
Persian Go ‘1 heen repeatedly warned of the necessity of making prepara: 

« in view sible outhreak of plague in the winter, Th 
expressed their 
requested to bring the to the notice of the authorities, 

On the 11th October ami Was received from Bushire announcing the out- 
break of cholera at Bussoraly, Fao, and Museat, ‘Tle information was al once 
communicated to the Persian Government and to the foreign Representatives, ‘The 
Sulr-Azam sisted that hie liad sent the necessary onlers for the enforcement: of 
quarantine and for thie usual precautions, and he added that there would he no popular 
opposition as in the case of the plague measures, as the people were quite familiar 
with cholera and did not, as in the ease of plague, regard it “as imported by the 
foreixn doctors.” 

The question of quarantine in the Persian Uf was alluded to in a conyersa- 

th Minister and Mr, Spring-Riee, — M, Hart stated his 
opinion that the establishment of a station at the mouth of the Gulf could uot be 
muuel\ Tonger delayed : that it was entirely the fault of the Turkish: Goverment that 
nothing had been done, as they insisted on hoisting their ov lag, and having thei own 
vant at Ormuz, ‘The Persians, lie thought, were pertectly justified in celusing this 
The subject was again alluded to by the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Aifairs, who expressed his astonishment at the ‘Turkish demand, and stated that, 
however urgently the station might be required, the Persian Government could never 
consent to such a condition, M, Johannes, an assistant in the Foreign Olliee, spoke of 
the possibility of the Persians themselves establishing a station in the Gulf, and 
inquired as to the cost and other particulars, 
Colonel Meade reported that in his opinion Ormug is not a suitable place for a 
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station owing fo the great heat and want of water. He thinks Jask would be pre 
ferable, Tt will, he says, be necessary for the Protecting Power to have a gun-boat at 
hand, and also to provide a guard to keep the pe 
necessary hotl for the original establis| 

ications have passed on the subject between the Persian Government and the 
Legatio 





No, 151. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 


Tehran, October 17, 1899. 
your Lordship herewith the usual monthly 
i lias been prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel Picot. 
h 


ve, Ke. 
(In the absence of Sir H. M. Durand), 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Enclosure in No, 151, 
Montily Summary September 16 to October 16, 1899. 


Meshiil.—Nows from ‘Turbat-i-Laideri states that three Russian officers, thirteen 
Cossacks, four soldiers, and (yo interpret loeated at that place for quamutine 
duty, AIL caravans from Merat art examined before being alloweil to proceed to 
The “ Askabad" an that at the instance of the Russian Minister in 
‘Vol ission ix shortly to be appointed for the purpose of 
frovininy I te utilization of the water of the Atrek River for 
Inrignting is r i il Russian subjects. 
{i is lo stated that two survey partios under the engineers Pridonow and 
Charkowski will shortly commence a survey of the propose 
Tashkand to Oronbniy: dev engineer Gen 
sumo tine to survey the line from Gharjui, ngrwl, to Alexan- 
deawigai, he Minister of Ways and Commu is, neconting to this paper, 
about the end of September, on tour of inspection of the ‘Trans: 
‘The rollingsstock, will, it issaid, he largely increased, a grant of 
9,000,000 rupees having for the pinrpose, Iso announces 
That an official has be nh deputed to survey for jorthern Persist. 
Telirin.—Aivartiele appeared in the * St. f "in the beginning 
of August on thie subject of the Karan Stated that there are 
no paying deposits, fuel, oF means ir Karad: nd that the 
Conedssion recently obtained from Pers therefore valueless ; 
moreover as tho enpital requited for the in Russia, financial 
Wel) would he required from Beliciun, 
News from Baku states th: 
‘obel Brothers urges this firm to 
Hebi sof Alwar, Didliki, and the Island of 
ergo hil teal to the illegal issue of bank-notes, the Government announce their 
intention of issuing 4 Proclamation directing the withdrawal of paper money of all 
denominations ciroulated in Shiraz, Bushire, and Ispahan. ‘They will endeavour to 
explain that the rest in the issue of Danksnotes is enforced not in the interests 
foruin bank, but in the general interests of the community. It is reported 
legal notes are: now purchasuble at 25 per cent, discount. Very considerable 
s experienced this half-year by the Imperial Bank of Bersia in arriving 
ava settlement with the Government in regard to its debt. ‘The sum actually due 
from: the Government aniounted to 290,000/, and as the lending limit of the “Bank 
is, by its Concession, only 200,0001,, the Directors wore forved to demand a settle- 
ment of the excess 90,0001. before ealling the half-yearly meeting of the shareholders 
in Houdon, ‘The Sadr-i-Amm at first expressed Uie inability of the Government t= 
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meet thei ements, but finally succeeded in finding the sum required. ‘The 
same difficulty ed every half-year, 
the Government at the success which lias 
ctor of Customs, in reforming the 
fon in A and Kerman, The receipts show a steady 
round, i enue of the past half-year is said to have 
equalled that of the F ‘Whe price of bread in ‘Tehran continues to rise 
and is now 200 per cent. higher than the average of the last few years. ‘The Sad-Azam 
states that he is prepared to take energetic steps for the regular supply of the town, 
but his assurances have as yet failed (0 restore confidence, 
Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz reports a similar scarcity in that 
town, 
Tabriz.—The agent of the Imperial Bank of Persia sends the following account 
from Resht;— 
The mountainons distri 
to the River Arra 
and has 


Tn the autunn of 189; chiran to settle a Jong-stan 
fond with the Bogler Beghi of Resht. He was, however, noi permitted to’ return to 
‘Talesh, and is at present at Tehran awaiting the Shah's pleasu 
The people of Talesh have now seized thelr opportunity. to attack a certain 
Moolah of Resht, Haji Agha Rez, with whom their Chief hid w dispute, Rapine 
and munler liave resulted, and the villagers belonging to the Moolah have found refuge 
in fli 
has caused much excitement in Teesht. 
Much trouble has been eaused of lute in Kazvin by disputes botyween thi 
Armenian and Mussulm i 
‘Pho former were reporte vel in a strect Dray], whoronpon thy 
latter retaliated hy wrecking 4 number of Armenian houses, and in destroying the 
Christian quarter. M, Nivollsky, Secretary of the Russian Lezation in Tvhiran, was 
sont to K: quire into tie matter 
y anit wher he appeared to have taken up porsnanent quarters pending th 
of soldiers, who w x living by working in the fields, M. Nicollsk: 
now apponeed ai ight, and 
punished se of the Mussilman offenders hy flo: r 1 tor the: 
damaged honses and stoloe property was exueted from the shopkeepers, Mollahs, nyid 
others, 
Shiraz —!Oe state of the road between Shiraz and Bushive is reported as very 
. nuumeroits ear ing been looted by robbers. he town of Shirae itselt 
fering from ain 0 of disorder, which has unfortunately resulted in the 
destruction of the tomb of f at the hands of orthodo: int Mussulin a 
Busiire— Quarantine contin inofficiently id at Bushine, owin 
the fanaticisin of the population. verhment seem powerless {0 
their authority in this town, officially reported at Bussorah and Bao, 
Il. PLCOM, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attache. 





(So. 
My Lord, 
TIthy 

Rest ‘ 

poat horse ns on the newly: mn Resht and Tehran, the traffic 
on which, it is reported, is to be estrfed out on more or less similar lines to. those 

on Russian post roads. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P, STEVENS. 





aN 
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No. 183. 
Sir. N, O'Conner ta tie Muerquess of Silisbiery.—-( Received November 13.) 


(No, 514.) 

My Lord, rapia, November 5, 1899. 
WITH rofetench to iny despateh No. 505 of th ultimo nd. to Mr, Havlinge's 
olegram No. 106, Llave the honowe to report th Minister for Poreign Affairs 
y Ghat the Ottonmn Ambassador in St. Petersburgh rel phs 
avomninont assniy him that the Rusiisn ships have no objective in 
the Borsi iow the flag on the way to the Far 
Bast. asking the Sultan 





No. 15h, 
Sir M, Puvwud fo the Moryuoen of Sutishiury.—(Received Noveniber Vs.) 


(No 10) 
My Lond, Tekran, Octobe 
TFLANE tho liyiouy to transmit to: your Lontship lierewith copy of 
T have fut eeoivet from uh int eeply to 
u-which T communicated the views of Her y ainent on th 
Mount issues of  hijecksiy! ax laid Maya iv you 
Gul Aueist lash, 
2 siunniiny of ote Tus Toon v 
mv No, 77 of th 


(Ln the stisoneu of Sir 4f. ML. Durand), 
(Sisned) CRCLL SPRIN! 


Tnvlosuiw in No. 154, 
Porslan Midister for Foreiyh Affiirs to Mr. Spring Rice. 


YANtiires, a, 5 

4'A1 Vhonnour de répondie & tn tette du 1” Septombre deo r laquelle son 
Lscellenes Sir Mortimes Durand a bion vo ‘opinion exprimée: 
(ars Grito Lon Salisbury; accord aver th Ginis par certaines 
Nociétiis, Coma (Uc Stil du pays. 

Ainsi que fai dé ow Mhomenr de Pe 
Juypdvial 8 toujours G6 fermement déeidé du 
ta Sovitté de I tmperial Bank of Persia pour 16 
dans ext ordre dPidios quic Son Altesse le Sailnizain a dj 
hons au portourayant Vapparened ot le earmetire de billets de banque qui 
inis pas la Compagnie de Commorow te Pa 

1 aul fai Geril A sou Excellence Sir Mortimer Durwnl que les “ hijoks” dunis par 
«the Bushire 'Vruting Company (Limited) ” qui sont libellés a Ja pluie par Miuntiene 
tion manuserite do ls date dé eréation, du miontant de leur import et du nom di 

iciaire, wivaient ni Vapparcnce, ni le earnetare de billets de banque, jstais sous 
apie de Hidée quo evs “hijeks™ constituaiont des valews de banque ayant tine origine 
oxcli ommnereiale, 

Mais vous me faites comnaitre que I'Administration de 'Tmperial Bank est en 
hiesun de prouvor que ta circulation de ees “bijeks” est si iuportante quelle et ponr 
conséquenve Ue yéuine de plus do 60,0004. In circulation do. ses! propies billets 
sculs Kégalement autorists, ot, quiau liew Métie des yaleurs d'oriaine commerciale, ile 
nit 416 Gmnis on grandes quantités au titre do 1, de 2, de 5 tomans ou davautue pour 
tenir lieu de billets de banque ou de papier-monnaie, 


femont du principe que 

onopole exelusif des billets 

eA tout individu ou 3 tout 

ile change, des chidques, 

hijek i les payables & vue etau portenr pour autant 

et bien entenin que ¢ fers x ntont Ja contro-vateur soit de mareliandises 
Tivrdes, soit de sommes d's paves, on dGnostes, 

Te Jo réph rai slo pratique quia existé d eot égand on Perse 
aussi bien p le I i Bank of Vorsis que postérionrement, sans 
nuire graveme nits dda commeres du pays, co-qut ne manquorait ailleurs 
as de t Jes plus graves. 
ae: Sfortcis us ils cor don ge jo viens de rappoters 
A'autre part je suis abs cidé hk réprimer les hus qui out pie on pourront so 
produire en cette nintitze, de mani sécorver les intéréts de MTimperial Bank of 

di 16 et co qui est juste, 
in conséquence, ini i pour instruction aux Gonvernonrs des 
de Bushire, de Chiraz, ct des autres villes ott les mémes abus se produisniont, de 
ro au commeree que [Imperial Bank of Ve 
monopole exelsif de l’émission de billets de banque, ou de “hijeks” tenant 
et que tous autres individus, banquiers, négoclants, particuliors, ow Socistés, 
ne pon ws letines de change, des ehtquos, des bijeks,” des promesses payables 
A vue et an portour, que pour autant sipiers roprésentont welloment ok bond 
‘fide la contro-valoue soit de marchandises vendues, soit de sommes 
regues pay Sposées A valoir en compte, 

Te nic prescrire on int rus Gouvernenrs de faire connaitye & 
ours administnés que Tes *bijeks,” ou billets. de 4, de ¥, de 5 tomans ott 
davantage mis par #/the Bushire ‘Trading Company (Limited)," at par 12 Compagnie 
de Commorce du Fars, pour tenir Hew de papier-monnaic, en violation do ta rile i 

i aeceplés en payemonty ch qno les dites 
vent los reprendre immédintement, soit contre de Pargenb comptant, soit si 
sposent. pas immédiatement, des fonds ndeossnires contre dex promesses do 

Hiéanee fixe, mais 1 moins do six mois de date, ob dont Ph 
ns des 3 caleulés  ralson de 12 pour cont 
és ne stacquittaiont pas de leurs ob 
égari, i] dovrait Stre procédé contro elles do ly méme anunitre qite cont 
ou Jos individus qui failissent & leurs engagements commercinun:s 
mo flatic de Pespoir que ectte solution donnera une. compléte satistiction 
inistration de YImperial Bank of Persia. ‘Toutefois, avant de donner des ordees 
dans cv sens, jlattendrai que yons m'ayix notiflé votre assontiment, 
Veuillez, &e, 
(Lo Ministyo des Atfaives Hixmigores.) 





No, 155. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received Nowember 14.) 


(Telegraphic) P. ‘Felran, November 14, 1899. 

IN course of conversation yesterday, Sade Azam told ine confidentially. that 
Railway Agreement with Russia would ‘couse after thitteen months, and that, tho 
renewal lad not bron susgested to hin by the Russian Legation here, 

Reuter's agent was informed by his [Highness two months ago, and was given 
written authority to telegmph to Reuter that the Agecement had been definitely 
prolonged for five years. 

(See also despatch No. 48 of the 16th May.) 





No. 156. 
Sir M. Durand (o the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 1A.) 


¢ 

(Telegeaphie.) P. 
YOUR Lordship’s telegram of the Sth July: Telezmm. ext 
T nm informed by the Sadr Azam that the proposal lias been submitted to the 


Tehran, November 14, 1899, 
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No. 167. 
Me. C, Mardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiced November 
No. 831.) 


of the 2a 
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Tnelosure in No, 187, 
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or, A Tivih (he honowe with the Po 
Minister and bis stubemont th 4 fornial complaint to Coant 
Laumsdorit rospeeting a article whick hau sppoure on tho provious day in the 
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L tne, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES TARDINGE, 
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our sacred dream, and to pierce, in the near east 
of the acquisition by us of the port of Bender-Abbas, on the Persian Gull, toze 
with the adjacent Islands of Kishin, Ormuz, Larak, and Henjam, ‘This acquisition 
might be on lease for twenty-tive years, on_ the same conditions as we acquired Port 
Arthur on the Liao-Tung Peninsula, Objections on the part of the Persian Govern- 
‘ment will hardly be met with, for it is too much in need of money, and therefore 
Jarge sum pail at once and a yearly subsidy guarantee us success. “If we do not take 
advantage of the favourable moment, then England will not sleep, and after the 
Transvaal question will open the question of taking ports in the Persian Gulf, 

Up to the present time there ave been no English Political Agents at Bender- 
Abbas and Lingah, native agents looking after the interests of British subjects. 

‘The question of the substitution of special agents in the place of the native ones 
has come to the fore. Besides this, the press and English public opinion calls on 
Lord Curzon to take possession of the Islands of Kishim and Ormuz, which would rob 
the port of Bender-Abbas of its importance. 

Bender-Abbas—that famous and formerly important port where the foreign trade 
of Persia with Burope, Arabia, and Central Asia was concentrated —has, owing to the 
backward state and ignorance of the country, together with local cireumstances, lost 
its trade, and no longer enjoys the importance it formerly did. The town is situated 
on a sandy beach, ships anchor a mile aud aehaif to the south-east, The rondstead is 
considered very favourable, both with regard to anchorage and shelter from the wind, 
a it is sheltered from the south-east wind, Goods are transhipped into largo native 
boats, for whose accommodation stone wharves have been built, 

‘The English are spreading ramours that the climate of Bender-Abbas is unbenrs 
able, and that the Russians, if they take it, will ho roasted. It is not hard to soo 
With what object such stories aro circulated. Many Russians (recontly doctors sent 
to inquire into the plaguo, and Diplomatic Agents) haye been there and deny this. 
One of the correspondents of the “St. Petersburgh Viedomosti,” having been at Bender- 
Abbas, writes tat the latter is no worse than Aden or any other place in the sume 
longitude and fa “T profer it,” he writes, to Musswaly for at Bender-Abbas 
it is possible to live. ils at Mino, whiern to élimnto in agroenblo und ealhge® 
Tt is hard to determine the number of the population of Bendor-Abbas, Lord ( 
estimates it at 5,000 in the winter, but in simmer it is less, 

The ‘to 633,031. 
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thran, or alon 
‘Transcaucasian Railway, to Resht and 
and botter for the through t passe 
Persia (Azorbeijan), and is of more importanee to us strate 
tion of the railw hhran there are different 
howerer, the sli ine, and that which is : 
and passes. thre 4 provinces, would be that passing from Tehran through 
Kum, Kashan, Ispatian, Kumeshahy Shiraz, along the Kara Agateh to Lar, and 
Bonder-Abbas, ‘The whole lengtivof the tine would he about 2,110 versts, and the 
cost, reckoning at 40,000: roubles a verst. would only amount to 84,400,000 roubles, 
ich, when compared with the hundreds of millions spent annually on’the Siberian 
not a lange sum, seeing the enormous political and commercial advantages 
which we would derive from it, Our capitalists are auxious to construct the line, 
Some already had plans for a line to the Bay of Charbar, but it is to the advantage of 
the Government to leave tho line to itself. 
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commanls the entrance to the strait separating the island from the mainland, but they 
soon néarly abandon nding it more advantageous to take Muscat. 

The r e also m any excellent anchorages in the island, the best being Loft. 

__ ‘the Island of H versts s Ki was formerly occupied by the 
English as ir fleet, but now this question las been abandoned 
ter and on account of the heat. ‘This, however, did not 

lish from establishing a station there for their cable to India. 

1 ns of numerous ruins, cisterns, and ploughed fields on the island show 
that it was onoe thiekly inbubited, "This gives us reason to believe that it will be 
possilile to regenerate it, At presenti only by 450 Arabs, 

Finally, the most yy G versts) and Larak 
(10 versts by 6 versts), are 
to the south of Ben 


Moreover, 
y form an 
cal point in English map tude). A 
tof 100 houses still remains to the south of the fort The anchorage of 
isidored better than thit of Bender-Abbas. It is completely sheltered 
from all winds, Mulf-a-mile west of the fort the sea is 4 to 5 fezoms deep (a fezom= 
1,528 meires), that Is to chorage in every way suited to large vessels, 
‘The strategic position of these four istands Would make it possible to contruct a 
whole row of fortifications, aud to create an inaccessible stronghold. 
AIL that, thas been seom to make sufficiently clear the undoubte 
importance of this port nt islands, ‘ 





No. 158, 


Indin Office to Foreign Office—(Received November 20.) 


THE Us 'Y of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
ceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by ion of Lord George Hamilton, 


forenady Hero fo mation of the Serclary of State, copy of inclosores in 

overnment of India Foreign Seeretary’s letter dated the 20th Ovtober last, respecti 

Muscat affairs, aS aes 
Indiw Office, November 18, 1809. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 188. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mende to Government of India. 


Ste Bushire, October 9, 1809. 
___ WITH roference to my letter of the 12th June last, I have the honour to’ forward, 
for the information of the Government of India, copy of a letter of the 26th ultimo 
from the Political Agent, Museat, giving cover to a Memorandum regarding His 
Highness the Sultan's abortive attempts to gain possession of the forts of Hazm and 
Rostak. 

T have, &e, 

(Signed) M. J. MEADE, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 158. 
Consul Fagan to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


Muscat, September 26, 1809. 
FN continuation of my letter of the 20th May last, { have the honour to forward, 
for your information, a further Memorandum ig the Sultan's abortive attempts 
to gain possession of the forts of Hazm and Rostak. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ©. G, 
Political Agent and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 158. 
Memorandum by Major Fagan, 


‘THE Sultan left Museat on the 11th instant, accompanied by his son, Seyyid 
Taimoor, and proceeded to Mesna, his object being to obtain possession of the forts 
of Hazm and Rostak, 

He * already stated in my Memorandum of the 20th May, the fort of Haz 
was occupied by Sayyid Saced-bineAbrabam, of Rostak, with a garrison consisting of 

teen of the Sulian’s men and fifty of Saceid-bin-lbrabim’s own men. 

On the Sultan’s arrival ut Mesna ‘Sayyid Sneed went to pay bin a visit, and in the 

ation His Highness casually mentioned that his son, Seyyid ‘Taimoor, 
to see the fort at Hazm, 

vid Saced-bin-Ibrahim expressed his willingness to show Taimoor over the fort, 
and tle latter was accordingly sent with an escort of about 100 of the Sultan’s men, 
the plan being that when the escort gained access to the fort, they were to join, hands 
with the seventeen of the Sultan's men already in the fort, turn. out Sayyid Saced’s 
garrison of fifty men, and take possession of it in the Sultan's name.” But, when 
‘Taimoor reached the place. his escort was refused admission with the exception of three 
or four meu, and His Highness’ plan consequently fell through, 

Rostak, —The attempt to gain possession of Rostak was made as follows :— 

‘The Sultan sent two messengers, Ahdul Azcez-es-Ruvaliee, Drogoman of the French 
Consul, aud Sheiki Rashid-bin-Uzaiz to the garrison, consisting of men of the Beni 
Ruvwaliah tribe, offering them 2,600 dollars if they would deliver up the fort to. him, 
‘The Beni Ruwabiah agreed, but when the Sultan sent a garrison of his own men to take 
possesssion the Beni Ruwahah declined to allow them to: enter, saying thnt. they were 
themselves willing, on payment of the 2,600 dollars, to continue to garrison the fort as 

tans servants, and to take his pay from him,” ‘The Sultan, of course, refused to 
¢ to this one-sided arrangement, and the negotiations came to an end. 

‘The Sultan has returned to Muscat to-day, having spent about 3,000 dollars without 
gaining anything but the ridicule of his so-called subjects. 

T would mentior usion, that on his way to Mesna His Highness had a bad 
fall from his camel and was insensible for about one hour, He received a severe shaking 


‘and is still far from well, 
(Signed) C. G. F. FAGAN, 
Political Agent and Her Britannic Majesty's Consul. 
Muscat, September 26, 1899. 


No. 159. 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received November 21.) 


(No. 108.) 
ly Lord, Tehran, October 81, 1899, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 104 of the 28rd instant, inclosing copy of 
note in French from the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs relative to the illegal 
issues of bank-notes and bijecks,”T have the honour to inclose herewith a literal tran: 
lation of the Persian text which has been prepared in the Imperial Bank of Persia, and. 
carefully examined in this Legation, 
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The French and Persian texts of the note are written side by side in parallel 
columns, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs has, according to custom, appended his 
signature to the letter, which is dated a day subsequent to the date of the former, 

It appears that there are considerable differences between the two (as to which a 
detailed Memorandum is appended), the result of which differences is, generally 
speaking, a weakening of the position taken up in the French note, and a less clear 
definition of the steps which it is proposed to take, 

‘The difference between the two texts was at once pointed out to M, Naus (who 
had drawn up the French text), and he sent his Persian Secretary to the Legation to 
make a careful comparison, i 

‘This gentleman was of opinion that the alterations were made in the Ministry for 
Foreign Aifwirs, to which an accurate Persian translation had been communicated from 
M, Naus’ office, 

T have, &e, 
(In the absence of Sir M, Durand), 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-KICE, 


Tuclosure Lin No. 159. 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


of Persian text hy Import 
ents.) i-us-Sani, 1317 (October 20, 1848), 
the honour to refer y of the letter of the Ist September, 
Societies, and Lord Salisbury 
is also of the same opini r n this subje 

AvoT rte ty fal previously on this subject, I now again write that the Persian 
Government alvays endeavours to give tull protection to. the Concession to the 
monopoly of bank-notes granted to the Imperial Bank of P nid it was for this 
same reason that His Highness the Sadr-Azav ordered the withdrawal of papers iwued 
by the Pais Trading € N-nppearance or hy some signs bearing: xesemblance to 
Hank note 

M the time when T communieated to Sir M. Durand that the usual bijecks of the 
Trading Company at Bushire bore the names of the merchants and of the holders 
of the valne ajut the amount, written by pen, and that in no way in appearance and 
signs they resembled! notes, 

At that time L yiis under the impression that they wore neerning 
their own commercial business, ati now that your Execlleney atates that the Tu perial 
Tank of Persia proves that tho existence of these bijecks prevented the eireulation of 
more thant 60,000! (Buglish) of the notes, and that the Company, instead of 
insuing certain commercial documents, has issued a large number of: 1 toman, 2 toman, 
5 tomun, aud higher notes, which have taken the place of baukenotes; this matter, 
without doubt, is owing to abuse which surpassed the general rule, and it must be known, 
that although the Imperial Bauk of Persia his got the Concession and monopoly of 
citeul Periyaik sox mensinrauleenst tee got the right to. provide 
for himself the requirements of his commercial business by issuing bills, cheques, o 
drafts on demand oF at usance payable to hearer either on uccount of value of guods or 
against money Jeposited with them, 

On this occasion I repeat to your Excellency that | eannot cancel any 
which long hotore the existence of the uuk and after its open ry 
Ani practised, which without doubt woull cause: great Toss in the commercial operations 
of the country, and cant also he the cause of great disturbances, although, on the one 
hwnd, Feannot violate the above toxulations, on the other hand, T am determined. to 
prevent further abuses that may: occur in the matter, so that the rights of the linperial 
Bank of Persia Society shall he protected within the limits of what has been granted to 
it, and what is right, wherefore instructions will be given to the Governors of the towns 
of Bushire and Shitaz and other toyns where this wrong action and abuse is posible to 
‘oceut, that the Imperial Bank of Persia being the possessors of the monopoly Concession 
of bank-notes or hijeck> to be used in the place of bank-notes, other merchants and 
serrata, small or large, cannot introduce such documents as cheques, bijecks, bank-notes, 
drafts on demand of at cusance to the orter of bearer, excepting to the limit of thert 
‘actual sales of morchanutize, oF to the actual limit of the money that has been deposited 
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with them, and I will inform the Governors of provinees to make inquiries. Bijecks or 
notes of I toman, 2 toman, 5 toman, or higher, issued by the Trading Company of 
Bushire and Trading Company in Fars, which have become usual in the place of bank- 
notes, and as it is contrary to the Regulations of the Concession of the Tmperial Bank of 
Persia, no one'has the right of issuing them and making them usual, and the above: 
med Societies are obliged to withdraw the whole of them and pay the value cash, 
they are not able to pay the valuc of those documents in cash they must settle in 
instalments within the period of six months, plus 12 per cont, por annum interest, aud if 
the aforementioned Societies are unable to fulfil their responsibility in connection with 
the amounts of these documents, in that case they must treat them in a manner as is 
Aone with bankrupt Societies and’ persons, or those who eannot meet their commeretal 
responsibilities, 
T hiope that this subject will, because of gratification to the Compnny of the 
Ispetial Bank of Persia, and beyond this | expect, before orders are given in this 
connection, that your Excellency will inform me of the agreement of your vews, 


On this occasion I renew, &e, 
(Sealed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEH. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 159, 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Spring-Rice, October 19, 1899, 
[Already printed.) 


Inclosure 8 in No, 159, 
Memorandum, 


DIFFERENCES betweon the French and Persian texts of the notes respecting 
bijecks, received at Her Majesty's Legation on the 22nd October. 

‘The date of the Persian text is the 20th October, that of the French text the 
19th October, 

In paragraph 8 the following expressions are omitted in the Persian text :— 

‘La circulation est si importante qu'elle, &c, 

“ Seuls legalement autorise 

“(Le principe) que j'ai émis, 

“Marchandises tivreé 

“ Contre valeur. 

Tn paragraph 4 the word “ony” has been inserted before “ avant,” 

In paragraph 5 the words “ont pu” are omitted. 

In paragraph 6 the Persian text docs not contain equivalents for the exprossions 
“de faire connaitre au commerce” and  réellement et bond fide.” 

In paragraph 7 the phrase “Je mo propose de prescrire en méme temps. aux 
Gouverneurs de faire con Yours administrés que," &c,, is represented by a Persian 
Sentence without immediate connection with what precedes or follows to the effect that 
“Twill instruct the Governors to make inquir 

‘The phrase emis pour tenir liew de papicr-monnaie” is ropresented by the Persia 
equivalent of “have become current fusual] in the place of bank-notes.” 

‘The phrase “en violation de Ia rdgle susmentionnée is translated by the Persiau 
equivalent for “as it is contrary to the Regulations of the Imperial Bank of Persia,” 

‘The phrase “ne peuvent plus étre donnés ni acceptés en payement,” is translated 
“no one has the right of issuing or makin them usual” 

In tho last sentence "campléte satisfaction” is translated by a word meaning 
“ gratification,” and “dans eo sens” (referring to the orders to the Governors) is 
translated by a vague expression meaning “in this connection,” 
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No, 160. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand.* 


(el rae i Foreign Office, November 23, 1899, 

‘THE Imperial Bank of Persia learn from their agent at Tubreez that a party of 
Russian engineers, « ied by a Colonel fiom the ry of War, have-arrived 
there. Their object is said to be to prospect for a strategic railway from Tabreez to 
Bushire on the Persian Gulf, 





No. 161, 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O°C 
(No. 100) 
(Telegraph Foreign Office, November 28, 1890. 
TN eon No, 99 of to-day, Tha inform your Exeol- 
veeeived fiom Her Ma 





Initia Office to Foreign Office —( Received November 24.) 


THK, Under-Secretary of Thdia presents his eomplin Under 
neta UE Stale for gi Mffaits, and, by direction of Lord Hamil 
i of State, copy of inclosures 


Government of tndia Kon Sth October, respecting Persian 
alfairs, 


Inulin Office, Noventer 2 


fnelosite 1 in No, 162, 


Colonel Temple to the Government of Initia, 


(Velegeaphie,) 
ATLUSSLAN. Forwign Office Scovetary: Has arrived at Bujh 
Hamu suid to he Ruianotski. Object of visit aot kaowh he 

cval's Chick Seevelary is Weaving for Askabad shortly. 


Mosher September 10, 1899. 
or, and is wiest of 
enor 


Inclosure 2 in No, 16: 
The Officinting -tyent'ta the Governor-Generat in Khorassun to the Governuoat of Inia. 


(Hetegenp hi ) Meshed, October 18, 1899. 
{lis reported fom Axkabad amd Bujnoord that there is. persist 
in Both places tht Askabail authoriti fold Russian-Turkona 
Kho vais formerly: @ a and is, therefore, theirs by 
they should lay claim to i probably a distortion of acts, Dut 1 

toga it as possible that the minds of the Russian Turkomns are b 
soins move in this dimsetion, ‘Phe Thussians Tiave heen suspiefous! 
and 9 Russian, descr mise}? iis a Secretary, and who is said to be 
the R isu Ofiee, hus seeontly been’ im Bujnoord 
although he staged in ¢ ol a prominent official, he fed interviews 
With the Chief, and was tho tottor's wurst dusing his stay. ‘The Chtet has reported to 
Pehiran that h d ome for sight and sta in the house of a shopkeeper. 

hia Hey, Russian Soeret Agent, who is reported to haye recently been at Bujnoord, 


Alo t0 Sir 8. O'Canne (No. 90), 
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and to have returned io Russia, is now reported to be on his way back to Bujnoord, 
accompanied by two Russians. ‘In secret report to the Governor-General’s Agent in 
Khorasan from the Russian frontier at Hondan, it is stated that they are taking » 
large sum of money for the Chief, supposed to have been sent by the Askabad 
authorities. ‘The Chief is said to be much irritated at: the loss to Government of the 
Goklan country. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 162. 
‘The Officiating Avent to the Governor-General in Khorassan to the Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. Meshed, October 23, 1899, 
THE “ Askabad” (newspaper) just reecived states that it has been informed from 
St. Petersburgh that partivs of engineers aro being organized at Baku and Tiflis for 
surveys of railways to and in Persia, under the direction of Engineer Sakhanski, who 
is described by the paper as Director of State Railways in Persia, 224,000 roubles 
ve been allotted for surveys, which includes a special allotment of 20,000 roubles 
for a survey from Ispahian to Bushite 


No. 163, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reeceived November 24.) 


‘NIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Scorvtary of State for Fircign Affairs, and, by direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelosures 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's lotters, dated the 26th October and 
2nd November, regarding the arms trade, 

India Office, November 23, 1899, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 163. 


Government of Bombay to the Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bombay Castle, October 9, 1899. 
TAM directed to transmit copy of a Report by the Political Resident, Aden, dated 
the 1st September, 1899, in which he brings to notice a great trade in arms from 
‘ibuti to tho Ati ve that the Repo aring on 
tors refurred to in Foreign Department letter, dated the 20th August last, to 
which a reply will bo transmittod lator on, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) 8. W. EDGERUEY, 
Seorotary to Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 163, 


Brigadier-General Crengh to the Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential.) 
ns Ade, Residency, September 1, 1809. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency, tho 
Governor in Council, that on my recent short tour in the districts, I was much 
impressed with the sight of so many tribesmen—Subuis espectally.—heing in posses 
sion of arms of precision and ammunition in abundance, Martini-Henty, Winchester 
ropeater, magazine rifle, all wore well represented. ‘The ammunition for the magazine 
arms, judging from a boxful that I saw, is manufactured in Budapesth. 

2. There is, 1 find, a great trade of arms from Jibuti to the Atitli coast. ‘The 
Atif Shaikhs admitted the same, and openly showed a good revenue therefrom. They: 
Lave heen ordered to cease the importation at nner, and to adops ineans to prevent the 





reciumence. Naturally they demurred. I liave, however, insisted, at a meetin 

two lead Sheikhs lieve in Ades, on an unitedly written aud unconditional agreen 
being given me as early as possible. The Sheikhs haye gone to their country to obtain 
the signat all the stipendiarics, ud progress will he duly reported, 

3. With reference to Goverment Resolution of the 22nd March, 1899, 

pie 7, sub-livision 6, Thave great pleasute in reporting that the garisoning of 

in points along the coust Ly the Abdali Sultan has completely checknated 

igglers up to Rasul-Arah. Tl is now along the coast westwards and towards 

AL Tira th i he made. Tn the event of the Atif Sheikhs, whose 

tribe ocoupios thi proving stubborn ant averse to a surreuder of what they 

i riglils, Twill aunke turller proposals to Government, but this 1 do not 
anticipate, ‘These proposals I will make us Soon as T learn the AtifM’s attitude, 

4. On the representation of the agreement by these Sheikhs, I intend to ask 
Government to recognize the yy slightly increasing their stipends, Some 
peouninry assistance will be ible the Sheikhs to effectually garrison 
‘the coast. 

ke, 
O'MOORE CREAGHL, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden, 


Tnclosure 8 in No, 163, 
LieutenantsColonet Meade to the Government of India. 


(Holegraphic.) Bushire, October 1, 1899. 
A SERIOUS outrage reported from Bi A party of armed men, said to be 

Sheikh’s servants, entered house where Fracis, Times’ arms are stored on the 19th 

September, and, removing some, wounded two bunniahs who occupied part of the 

House, Sheikh denies 

his Je 


T think if my inqui 
uthorized to insist on suitable 
ikl disapproval of Govermment 
complications, and T hopo I may receiv 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 163, 
Livutenamt-Colonel Meade to te Goverament of India, 


Bushire, October 4, 1899, 

nx” has gone with letter 
ustoly till Parrive, 1 hcar 
defence will he Sheikh's people wore tryin some hunniahs for enticing away Arab 
women, and that arms were not touched: One of the necnsed is the bazar-master, and 
another Sheikh’s elerk, who is Murkish subject, 


t telozram of Ist Oct 
to Sheikh, requesting: hi 


Taclosure 5 in No. 163, 


‘The Government of Tudia to Liewteuant-Colonet Meade, 


Moleraphie,) Simla, October 6, 1809. 
YOUR telegram of Js: Oetohor: Outrage at Bahrein, Seo my telegram of 

Azth June, smd parasraph Sof Lidia Offee letter therein quoted, AS to arms ‘you 

should confine yourself to ulforing advice to Sheikh, if necessary, to prevent their 
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falling into hands of disorderly persons, but Government is not responsible for soizure 
of arms nor for injury to them, and you should do nothing to create contrary 
impression. As to outrage Sheikh is Sovereign Ruler in regard to his internal 
administration, and we should not ondinarily interfere, exeept to protect Br 
subjects and their interests. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 163, 


Lieutenannt-Colonel Mewle to the Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. Bushire, October 7, 1899, 

YOUR telegram of 6th October: Bahroin, Your instructions about the arms 
Will be strictly observed. No reference was made to arms in the letter sent. by 
“Sphinx.” “Sphinx” reports interview with Sheikh was unsatisfietory. Ho 
promised nothing, Wounded mon are British Indian subjects, and the accused are 
the Sheikh’s favourite servants. Tnquiries on the spot scom, therefor, absolutely 
nocessiry in the interests of justice. Chiof accused are the same porsons who wore 
fined 500 rupees each: seo my letter of the 31st October, 1897. 


Tnclosure 7 in No. 163, 


‘The Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, 


(Telegraphic, Simla, October 14, 180 

YOUR telegram No, 147 of 7th October, In regard to disposal of aris s¢ 
by Sheikh at Babrein, Secretary of State considers that Sheikh should oxpedite 
final decision on proceedings pending before him, Fracis, ‘Ties can then make a1 
representation for your intervention consider requisite, Meanwhile, 
directed, he careful to avoid incurring any’ responsibility for arms. 


Tnolosure § in No, 1 
Lieutenant-Colone! Mende to the Government of Dudiv. 
(elegeaphie.) Bushire, October 18, 1800, 
YOUR te n of the 1th October. IL propose to #0 to Bahiein 
and 1 will press Sheikh expodi anit 
Lwould suggest that present is good opporti 
will probably be sent Buliroin to look after British fi 
Inclosure 9 in No. 163. 
‘The Government of Tudia to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 
ie.) Simla, October 20, 1809, 


TH telegram of 18th October, No objection to your informing Sheikh of 
proposed appoititment of Political Officer, Bahrein, 









Tnelosure 10 in No. 168. 







Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to the Government of India. 


(Telegraphie,) Bushire, October 27, 1899. 
YOUR telegram of 14th October, Sheikh Bakrein has sent notice to Fracts that 
he will hold inquiry: and decide upon arms seized hy him in a mouth’s time. As 
regards assault case Sheikh proposed to fine culprit 1,000 rupees. I have informed 
him that fine alone is not adequate punishment, and I am pressing in addition 
banishment from Bahrein. {will write when this is done. 



















No. 164, 
India Offce 1o Forcign Office —(Received November 24.) 




















dont at Adon, dated the sth Nov 
Yemen and Hedjaz allairs. 
Inilia Office, November 28, 1809, 





tuelosure in No. 164, 


Ketract from“ Yonew (Sanaa) News,” dated October 28, 1899. 




























wernor of Tlodeida has just vet 
as Ths object (he establishing of Customs 
Ro Merwan, near Jrddali), where for some time past arms and tobaccovhaye been 
siggled trough to the inferior. "te Governor wont up in the Turkish warship 
‘wir Doris,” commanded hy Hamdi Bey, ander who also six other armed 
Vossols. One trun ye the same tine we st and rendezyvor 
with the flow tnd Mexdli, At the latter place troops were lade 
A pox and Customtionso worn establistind, On the way down again, the eavulry came 
into collision With a party of the Assiri, wheu the fleet shelled one of that ‘tribo's 
villages, causing severdl easunlties, ‘The inhabitants then fled island, 
'Whirly-tive royiments, aye aro shout to lear 
Hoplo, destination aiknown, but it is ouglit eneeonehment 
Upper Yafai western fronticn, 





‘d from sn oxpettition up the coast, 
Moydi (a sninll coast town, of the 

































Constanti- 
ro intended on the 





(Contidontialy 

Copy forwarded, with compl 
tent, Hida Oitiee, ‘is continua 
Ootolher, 1599. 


firm Resilene 
Seerevirg, | 
on uf this Resiileey Contid 


rt, 1890, 
rst Depiar 
dated the 2st 

















(Sigued) 0; M. CREAGH, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident. 









Nori.—A copy af the above lis been forwarded to the Government of Bombay. 





‘The Marquess of Salisbury lo Sir M. Durand, 


Foreign Offce, November 27, 1809, 
that you will use all means in your power to ascertain what founda 
is for the report fom Her Majesty's Consul at Tabriz conveyed in your 
telegram No. 89 of the 25th instant, and, if an agreement such as is desoribed by’ him 
exists, what are its real erms, 

Her ry’s Government would regard, in a most serious light, any grant to w 
foreign Power of preferential or exclusive rights with respect to railways in Southern 
Persia, 

















No, 166. 





Sir E, Monson to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 28.) 


(No. 271. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, November 26, 1899, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 85, Commercial, of the 1th April last, tho 
French press hiave reproduced sn account, which has appoared in a German nows- 
aper, reporting an alleged conversation between one of its stall and a membor of the 
ersiin Legation in Berlin with regard to the Persian railways, ho diplomatist: in 
question is stated to have said that for ten years Russia has had the monopoly for 
railways in Persia, but fortunately has not taken advantage of i, and that Persia has 
now recognized that it would be to its advantage to construct the railways with 
the help of international capital, and not to give, at any price, a prolongation of the 
n to Russin, 
Tt is further stated that the Persian Government are now oveupied with the 
prelimi for the construction of a Persian system of railiyays, and that 
Intended to try and induce European Governments (0 take n part r 
ant international Company for the purpose, Three main lines ave proposed, 
Enseli, on the Cuspinn Sea, to Pehtan; fiom Tehran to 
frontiér) ; and from Tehran to Shira 

‘ho Russian Concpssion rete 































from 
cexmanshilt (Pierkkish 










Gunfed ut, way tox 






between Askabad and (he Transeaspian d Bonder-Abhas 
T have, &e 
(Signed) EDMUND MONSON, 





No, 167. 


Mr. C. Hardingt 40 the Marouesw of 3utishiary, —(Wédinei 





wieder 28.) 





Sk. Peterstairgh, November 28, 1800, 
ch No. 274, inolosing Six M, Dura 







) reosivines your Te 
Jegram No, 88 ta your Lan 
Colonel of Bugineors anda pa 
fozether with an escort of Cossucks; arrived a fev days 
‘hoy had been sent by the holders of th 
to prospect the mines, and it 





n 
ip, © that a Ression, 








u and Blizabotpol, 
go at Tabroes from Karadagh, 
ng Concession in flat dis 
-y Wont to Dabrees in order to report 
on the expedieney of constructing a light railway to connect the voal minos which nro 

to exist near that town with the mines on their Concession, where there fs a want 
of fuel. ‘The engineers are allowed, by the terins of their Concession, 0 have a salt 
escort for self protection. 

It is probable that this is the survey party alluded to in tho above telogram, 
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‘No. 168. 


‘Mr. ©, Hardlinge to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received December 4.) 


(No, 850.) 
‘My Tord, St. Petersburgh, November 28, 1899. 

WIE reference to my despatch No, 295 of the 20th September, T have the 
honous to inform your Lordship that yesterday, when I paid a yisit to the Persian 
Minister, Lasked him if any further discussion iad taken place since the return of 
M. do Witte and Count Mouraviell respecting the proposed loan to Persia. 

Mio Avfneel-Dovlel informed me that recently, whenever he hail broached! the 
subject to Count Lamsdorif or Count Mouravieff, he had reecived evasive auswers, 
which had left upon him th 
een to render finun 
tliat, owing the secon 

ors 
he did not 

As the Persi nister sh 
huon iiformed hy libs Governme nade to the: 

Diwand in necordance with the i priship’s tel 
of the 23nd Soptomber, I thought it as well to enlighten him upon the 
hold by Her Majesty's Government respecting the tripartite arrangement for a loan 
which’ had boon suggested by the Persian Goyernment, He scemed very much 

with the importanee to be attached to this expression of the views of Her 
's Government, 

Thave, &e. 
(Simed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 





No. 100. 
Mr. Qs Hardinye to-the Marquuse of Salisbury. (Received December 4.) 


1, Very Contldentinl,) 
St. Petersburgh, November 29, 1899. 
WISI a view fo obfaining frformation 10 x tlie seported Rus 
ih railway prospecting. i T called yesterday on the Persian, ML 
without alluding tot > tiskied tan if 
ft purty OF Russian ony 
Me Athivert= Dov that he tind heard nothing , Duit that 
juovionsly tivo of the principal Dinuetors of the Russian Mining Conecssion at 
had calla on inn amd hind told hin that a party of civil engineers, toether 
with ; Ly them: fh wethpol and Baku, 
tecoutpuntiad Ty 4 ck, Tin within. the Tas rived at 1 
from Kiya ny caraying outs 
iholided ii hele Concession, iy Jul nowy gone to ‘Tatiis tn onde 
the rosotrees of soine os said to exist in the vicinity of that town, since in the 
district ot thoi Concession there wax 10 fitel saya’ working the fu: 
Delonging to the mies. Nhe expodioncy of eonnocting these esq) mines, in the event 
of thele supply proving, pce mines situated in the disttiot of Kara 
diseusston, ersiann Minister why 
clause fn the 


survey parties: for ureil me th 
Concessions in Pe aus or to auybody else, arid he alluded 
to the Russo-Persian T onvention as precluding auy such possibility. Lasked 
iin if there was amy uth ii the report that. tle Convention had been renewed, aud 
Iie, iu reply, expressed lis conviction that sieh 2 report was without foundation, sud 
thu, since (lie Convention liad nearly a year yot to run, it was not likely that 
effort. had so far been made by the Russian Government to obtain its renew 

‘Tknov that the Persian Minister at St. Petersburgh is not kept well informed by 
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his Government, so I do not atiac i 
, 8 attach too great i co s 
appears to me to. be very little doubt that lee antop ene 
the Rossin enzinoes to Tabri ‘ 
§ and T think that tis is lanation of the presénco of the 
Msleso’s Consul: Contra a Tabi, 
M. Durand in his telegram No, 88, 
0. 274 of the 24th instant, N° 8 
‘mation at an interview which T had with 


al projects had recently i 
hat several pe ail recently appeared in the 
See ae f railway Hines a Pe ia, and that there wore 
ie of anion ax in different directions in. that 
chat ett Moursvielf assured mo that th pinata an 
mnetts vait a chinion, ad in the opinion of othors connceted with the ite 
ment, railway’ construction had of late years jee Eee 
as ot prea absoitely no qu ieee we 
moreover, could not he done so ais the Railway Convention, remained in foe 
As for he renewal of tho Convention upon ile expiey, ho had nol gor oe ees 
R et evon given i 
eff made this statoment to me 
gore than once that ther was absclutel ion OF constructing railways 4 
Zemin, anil T avo thought it worth while conversation to your Lowtchin 
firing his Pecellenoys assures to mc may bo worth. “Tis aserioe? 
ig tatoresting, Ie Te aL OF tho Railway Convention lis: not 80 fir hen discreet 
Js Jntroting. in vi he conflicting reports received from ‘Tolirim upon’ this 


very decided manner, repeating 


«. Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 





ir N. O'Conor to the 


Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received December 6,) 


(No. 587.) 
My Lord, 
THAVE the bonoutr to transit 
from ‘Her Majesty's Consul at Busnes 2°" Bord 
have forwarded these fires to Her Ma 


e apte, December 1, 1800, 
ip herewith figures: of a telegram 


Cairo, y's Agent andl Consul-General at: 


_ Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) it, O'CONOR, 
oo ———— 
Tnclosure in No. 170, 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N, O'Conor, 
(No.9. Secret and Confidential.) 


ypt with valuable 
P'Meooa]. Vali has ih 
Sultan is evidently 
gimstrction 0 fr 
eikh of El a Vane 
i to report rogulatly. 


ee eee 


(1557) 
2k 
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No. 171. 


ch % y eval Mirza Khan, 
The SadreAcam to Geueral Mirza Khans—(Communicated by General Mi 7 
(i pec December 6.) 


(Confidontial,) rman 

ce etd sha ly produced a pr 

didn Ghia, (akcrioH wise whl = Alans’ Goscrament desire to have 

from Kashan to Woluchistan, vik Yer and Kerman, Ue desired our Government 

conclude an Agreement for bi open 
‘Whe matter was submitted to Ilis Im Hi sd oti 
the Boluch. We had to take 


1, dispatch troops, and spend larg ind even now there is still a 


laim for 5,000L, as indemnity for the death of the oflieer. ee 
a vio of nt eldest tle Imperial Majesty mado thee observations: that 

sould sul tine He constructed sinilar deeuureness nd outrages on the pa 

sluch ‘on. Diitisl officials. all improbable, and they may lea 

Route nelegtieets jet, therefore, does not appear 


iRvaal Aiea selves, aud we shall be 


Intend, however, 
to allow an English wire to run al 
Please oxplaiy to the Marquess of § 
projet ix dun to th P the Belue 
Feputition qf tal woVontunate hicldent 


ih, of 





No. 172. 


Sin Me Durant to the Marquess of Salisbury cvived December A.) 


Wyidu: Tehran, October $1, 1899. 


3 ur to (rimamit, to your Lordship herewith a Memorandum of 
etter Re NPAT sere interesting observations ‘sas by, 
th Highivens on te genoral situations 
Wy Highness on th i ete an 
(dn the absence oP Sie M, Ducand), 
ea ted) CECH RPRING-RIC 


Inclosure in No, 173, 


Spring-Rice anit 
Frontlin of Conversation Wetiveon the Sedr-Azam anil Mr, Spring-Rice an 
fs Fe anal Picts October 3, 1909. 


fa dratt Jonvoution fora ling from Tspahan to the Belch 

{HH text ofa deat Telegraph, Convention fora tin from Tapahian to the Bali 

Frontve was communicated to Hs Highness, He said that the text of the previous 

Gonyentions iad en ton, a Ne requested ty be sapped wth otek copes. Me sid, 

nthe, at the Shh was nous tg age the feotier Hake with ohean’ by” telegranb 
‘idl Ne tad ins a year ago called for estimates for con ig inet 

rom Meshod ant Kernan, but the projeet had been abiudoned oing to want of 


Toney, IF the Toaw had sueecede, the telegraphs would have heen cated dhroush, 
‘The Sli was in fvour of telegraph extension sie as hind been propose hy the 
overnment aid ie, personaly, would do all he could to promote the sa 

‘he cohversation turned Gu Seistan, Ho sald that 6 Rasslan Viee-Consul was 
rippointed, and that he had granted the exequatur, He seemed inti erie les 
that Captain Sykes was on his way back to Kerman (although Ue’ inister Best ee 
Murs hal een aly informed) and appeared to ave thought that be would stay 
yoranentiy. Ie sad that if Burapem, Cousls were sppointed. at Ssistan be, woald 

w io appoint & Kangozar, It vas yointed out to him that ifthe Russian Gove 
est went a Chana Uneeltan tt might pecnae netasany tor England fo lake a sau 
step. 


155 


He then spoke at some length on the general situation. He referred to the 
incident of the projected German railway (Which he had alfeady described to Sir 
H. Durand), pointing ont the remarkable degree of sensitiveness shown by the Russian 
Legation as to German projects in Persin, He quoted a similar incident which had 
Tecently occurred. When a dual loan had been proposed, and when, in. view of possible 
objections to Freneh participation, he had suggested Germany, the Russian Minister 
had at once vetoed the proposal, saying that of the two he would prefer England, 
(This appears to refer to au incident in the negotiations for a loan which wo lear of for 
the first time Whether there was any further news as to the loan, Tt 
appeared that bis information was to the same effect. as. that received hy the Legation, 
namely, that nothing further would he done till the return of Count Mouravi! and 
M. Witte, Me understood that the former was in favour of a loan, and the latter 
opposed to it, 

With rogard to the Sha 
able reports; and it seemed @ 
great deal of zood, If the | 
able to go. (From anotlior source, the L nd Aza 
had promised that the Shoh should take the journey evou if His Mihnens had to pay for 
ithimcelf) Tt was also desirable, in the interests of lhe Kingdom, that the Shah sould 
trarel in Harope, for His Majesty would learn much hy sel a jouruey, 

He then Inunehed out into a description of the political condition of Persit. ‘The 
Shah was surrounded by courtiers who never left him diy or night, and who wore in 
complete possession of the Monarchs They Hil come with him tom abyiz, loaded 
with deli, wi ching themselves at tho expense of the nation, at 
intention whicir th a heir solo idea was to y 
‘They we entirely unpatriotic; they apposed every 

Yor improved auninistration 
ad any, sense. was the Hakinisale 
the Shab's Private Socretary, had 

a bitter opponent of his own, but the Shah had 
reason, but for tampering with papers. he loss of many 
important documents was atttibuted to him, 

The Sadr-Szam complained that his on popularity was suflering from. the 
continuance in office of these persous, but ho hoped that gtudually they would. ho 
removed, 

‘The reforin of the Customs was. progressing slowly but satisiactorily, and he hoped 
nitimately to sce a similar reform extended to the entire administration, But how wax 
this possible now when there was not in the whole of Persia aman whom he could (iis 
ora single official who valued bis position for auy purpose but the opportunities it offered 
for robbery 

He explained his condition of mind by the fact that he had just attended a mecting 
of Ministers where he had had to uso very strong language to the Ministor of Finanee, Ie 

aiven this official a sum of money (badly wanted at the time) for distribution among 
the poorer class of offiee-hollers whose pay wa3 ii arrears, Tustead of doitig this, the 
official bad given the amoney to a few rich pensioners who were nol iu the least in want, 
of the money, but who were his personal friends, 





No. 173: 


Sie M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisiury.—(Receiveit December 11.) 


(Xo. 108.) 
My Lord, Tehvin, November i, 1990, 

IN ray despatch No. 4 of the 16th May last, 1 informed your Lordsliip of 
conversation T had had with the Sadr-Avam relative to the renewal of the 
with Russia, by which Persia was bound to consult the Emperor of Russin botore ferantingg 
to any foreign company a Concession for a raileroad or waterway, 

In September last General Schindler, who. is Renter's agent here, requested the 
Sadr-Avam, in view of the various rumours which were in citculation as to the cession of 
& Persian port and the grant of Concessions for railways in different parts of Persia, to 
inform him what was the actual state of the case in’ regard to the failway Agreement 
with Russia, After. consulting His Uighness and the Minister for Forvign Affairs, 
General Schindler, with their express and written approval, dispatched a telegram whiele 
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ished in many. of the newspapers of Europe, to the effect that “the Convention 

Toa bee ant ot Seis fal Whe. Benten Govermnaat wil see 

between Persia and stipulating sien Government will neither 

i mn territory nor grant a Concession for the eon: 

aerate Bie grec aniyillrernlalhoviate suet Neteatee 
of railways 

aa r informed M, Rice that he bad 

‘A fortnight ago the German Minister informed Mr. Spring i 

he es eon ‘utliorty that the ‘Agreement had not been renewed and would shortly 

vate Russian oi 2 published in that town and 

cee in2 organized at Baku 


arded as semi Sur Ean y ono Tour Rea 


and Tiflis for surve p4inand to Pe 
ween allotted for that purpose hy the Russian ( fates 
ie ‘Vhe reports transmitted from Her Majesty's Con neral at Moshe appeared 
to show great activity on the part of Russian engineers to the northewest, 
south-east of Meshed., r ae 5 ay i 
rr thie course of conversation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, an 
ety Ue ake Speeg Risa antl Colonel’ Piece uuentioned the 
reports, whitch lad recently appeared in the newspapers, and express srpise at 
the inconsistency of the statements published with regard to railways in ets con 
Thave the houow to transmit to your Lordship a Memorandam recording a con- 
versaion wit the Sade--Azam on this subject, aud his Highness’ denial thatthe agreement 
‘ith Musial been’ ronevod, ov that thé Rustian agution had ddressed him on the 
stbjeet of w renewal 
Aa Thave, &e, 
(In the absence of Sir M, Durand), 
(igued) CECI, SP 


Tnelosure in No, 173. 


Menovoidum of Conversation with the Sadrei-Azam, November 13, 1 
i ° in Telran, and the Sadr-i-Azam 
MH conver n turned on the dearness of bread in T 7 i 
remarked tit one of the prinefpal reasons was the lack of any means of rapid com 
munication. ; = 
AVS ols al Hwan fob. Kopod that th. Beran Coveranvent ould son 09 
somethin to improve the roails, ef a 

is, Excilleney ¢a(0 thos, Porta had no. money, ond tnt foreign nations didnot 
seem inclined (o construct roads in Persia, although railroads were b a 

every other part of the world. j 
ENA tap at as wanesstood lbs tha Pentre oreranstnk fad renewed the 
agteeinent with Russia by which Persia was bound not to allow any railway to. be con- 
structed in Persia either by herself or by any foreign company. ‘ . 
Hi Tis thn  susked why the impression should exist, We replied that com. 
innniqué to (hat effect, having the appearance of being official, had been published in 
Reuters telegrams, . ree 

“hi dt df ald Unis ado Kon what Routan was nd leona at Toss to 
uaorstaind wlint could be meant by uc an annonueement. We said we shoul! be 
SIAL CH Aighooss could jnform nx how matters really stood. ‘Phe enpouncememt 
Taule is the pris wens perplexing, Onthe one hand was the announcement in Ranta's 
felegrns; on te other hand sintement had tecenty been published in the Rastan 
peses (vlc i subjoot in maltorsof ney to a atriet censonip) to the efst that a 
hody of engineers under @ Russian official were proceciding to Persia ae Gai 
for tilveyg, and hat che Tawian Government hid allot a contderablo sum for the 
purpose, “This looked ay it in Rusia at any rate, the agreement was not eonsidered as 
Winding. Coulis Highness enlighien ‘ws After a good deal of hesitation and 
many ingstis a to lw or what Reuter was, his Highness replied to the effect that 
Hue agrecnent lad mot been renewed, that the Russian Minister ad not approach 
Him on the subject, and that the present agreement expired in bitten a 

He expvessed the nia that if this information were telegraphed to the Foreign 
Office it might be explained that he liad not volunteered it, but had given it im ansne: 





aT 
No-174, 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received December 11.) 


(No. 110.) 


My Lord, Tehran, November 14, 1899, 


your Lordship herewith a Memorandum recording 
Foreign Affairs on tho subject of the Armenian 


described in 
sue if the Armenian population 
Orthodox Church, He expressed 
the necessity of protecting the 


Thave, &e, 
(In the absence of Her Majesty's Minister), 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 
——— ee 


Armenians from their oppressors, 


Tnclosure in No, 174, 


Memorandum of Conversation between the Moushir-wd-Dawleh, Minister for Foreign Aftairs, 
and Colonel Picot and Mr. Spring-Rice, on 7th Noveniber, 1809, 


HIS Escelleney asked whether any news had been received from Her Majesty's 
Consuls in Persia which could be imparted to hit, 

Jn complianeo vith his request wwe communicated to his Excelleney the substance of 
Mr. Wooil's reports for the month of October relative to alluirs tu Tabria Rite 
Fre ease tt, Wood's accounts of the attempts which were apparently: being: made hy 
the Russians to gain over the Atmonians to the Orthollox Chureh, he. expresed. reel 
uneasiness, | We said that it was a matter which did not directly interest Grete Brit 
that we would always be willing to communicate any information which mbeht beg 
to the Persian Government. On this particular subject the American missionaries ty 
Hehean could probably enlighten him as to events in Azerbujjan from an impartial stan, 
point. 

His Excellency asked what, in our opinion, the’ Persian Government shiould do, 
Should thoy for instance romit the taxation of ‘the Arinenian communities in order tg 
conatiate them? We replied that in our opinion what vas necessary. was not special 
brivtoges but equal (reatment, "The importanco of such a poliey should, be. imposed 
on all Persian officials, If an officer abrond were able by is conduct to waiters 
toreign nation to the friendship of Persia, would he uot he eonsidered a benetielor to hig 
ean eey nl if by persecution he alienated an, important. community ‘ia and 
Jeti Hatt hostile t» the Government. they lived under, would he not, with oul 
Justice, be considered his country’s enomy ? If the Persian Goxernment. Inssted/ oy 
‘Auual treatment to all its subjects, Moslem or Christian, thore would be litle feat of the 
Armenians abandoning theit faith for that of a foreign Church, 


His Excellency snid that ho entirely agreed, and oxpressed the intontion of aendings 
strong instructions to the Governors, 


See 


No. 175. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 11:) 
No. 111.) 


ly Lord, Tehran, Novenber 4, 1809, 
WITH reference to my despateh No, 102 of the 17th ultimo, I have the bonoue to 
‘ransinit to your Lordship a further Memorandum on the subject of quaran 
Thaye, &e. 

(In the absence of Her Majesty's Ministex), 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 

———————— ee 
(1557) 28 
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Inclosure in No. 175. 
Memovandtum respecting Quarantine ix the Persian Gulf. 


ON the 11th October cholera was officially reported at Muscat and Bussorah, and 
quarantine of ten days was declared-at Bushire. 

On the Ynd November the Sani 
Delega key, rend a eominunic 
in the He stated, on the y 
quara was only enforced at that place ayninst 
and second class passengers were allowed to go 
justify this procedure, either 
the praetice obsery r put a number of questions 
ny to the ie system of disinfection fol e mumber of shi 
‘riving from India, dee.,and stated t thiose questions wore torily answered 
he could not recommend a suspension of the soyere measures which hat been taken in 
Bussorah against arrivals from the Persia 1 of the Gulf, His paper concluded 
with the words, “Une conclusion wullisanee de Vorganisation sanitaire 
actuelle sur le littoral Persan du ¢ ¥ 

Dr. Basil, the Persi Majesty’s Legation of the 

fention of Dr, Vaume to make this communication, and a telegram was dispatched to. 
Bushire, in reply to which @: Prideaus stated that quarantine ind been enforced 
for nt least three wee i 1s by sea, without distinetion, and that the 
Reesideney had provided tents for the use of travellers, who, however, suffered consider- 
ily fron the weather during their detention in the lazaret. Urgent representations 
were mide to the Persian Governnient, ssho sent instructions to the Governor to provide 
proper accommodation as soon as possible. 

‘he Sanitary Council was duly informed. 

‘The Council then procecded fo discuss their relations with the Persian Government. 
it was proposed (ut, in view of the constant noglect with which they wwere tr the: 
should put an end to the mectings by the expedient of non-attendance, which in fact 
has buen for some time alopted by the Russian member, It was finally resolved. to 
request Drv Adcock to call on the Sadr-Azami and to represent to His Highness that 
unless the Persian Goyertwent showed some interest in the proceedings of the Council, 
‘up gone attention to thei: recommendations and requests, the Council would assume that 
Aiwir services were not re «land would suspend their sittin 

‘his communication hw not yet been made, The Persian Government has, 
However, informed the membcrs that jo sitting will be ealled until further notice. 

‘Mie object of Dr, Vaume in making his communication is probably to call attention 
to the nocessity of ostablishing » quarantine station at Ormuz, under ‘Py spices. 
ho Porto demand the right of ying the Turkish flag which, the Persians refuse. 
General Schindler was recenily instructed by this Government to prepare a Report on a 
possible quarantine station, He came to the conclusion that the best site would be old 

ask, where thore w water (tliere is none at Ormuz) and where the Pers 
ill be able to exercise somo control, which in the ease of Orniuz the state of thei 
nial force would render impossible, ‘The position would be also more convenient for 
shipping. 

Wilh royard to the accusations of Ds, Vaume, Mr. Spring-Riee pointed out to the 
Foreign Minister that the present system (by which the supervision was placed in the 
Hianls of British officials, the Persians supplying the thachinery to earcy ont the 
measures recommended) had becu in force since September 1896, and it was not till 
une last that ain outbreak of plagy During that time to out- 
Dreaks liad occurred at Jeddah, it was niot-at Bashire that 
this disease had appeared, but at Bussoral, where, according to Dr. Vaume, the 
nieasutes taken by the Purkish authorities were stringent and etfeeti 

he Minister for Koroizn Affairs said that he vas quite aware of the object of the 
‘Turkish Government, but that it was impossible for Persia to allow a foreign flag to 
fly on Persian territory, and Turkey insisted on this condition being agreed to before 
she would give licr assistance in establishing a quarantine station at the entrance of the 

mmended at the Venice Conference. 





No. 176. 


ir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 11.) 


(No.1 


) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, Noveniber 14, 18 
T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the prico of bread aie 
readily rising during the last month, aud is now twice what it was last year, and fo 
ines What 3 sas fone y at discontent, and the Shah 
publ 1 relty is-ateributed to grain 
on on the part of the ly. of the Court party, to whom 
ted from which in yeas 
he granaries of the chief towns used to be suppliod. ‘There have’ been rumours of 
pondi s owing to the antagonism between the Sadr-i-Azam and the Court 
patty, but his Highness has suceeded in procuring the full of the Shah's Private 
Secretary and the disinissal of some inition officials, and ho is publicly, at any rate, on 
good terms with the Hakim-ul-Mulk, the head of the Court. party, although, iv 44 
the reconciliation is ouly on the sunfac 
nid is roported to be unwilling to tak 
Possible: rival, the Nizim-us-Sultanch, Governor of As 
70 years old. The Hina as no ambition to by Prine Minis 
Azam is popular with the common people, and at present In 
DMUs lion Mo subst ter Heth Hes anenn 


roater pi 


ul ss the support o 
lies, Moreover, hie is said to. be in possession of a lotion 
ni by the Russian War Minister, stating that his continuance i 
to the prospe 


aut dias fallen wit ays, and steps have been taken to open some 

of the pr n the town, with the result that bread hus become con 
ively plent ough the price is still high, 

The Bank of Porsia has stated its willingness to. advance money to tho Governe 


Rent forthe and the Russian banks, if necessary, will arrange. 


office 


Shiah js stated to bo delicate, and a joumey to Europo hight 
advisable. ‘Tho Royal authority is ou the wane, anid complaints of the incompetent Ge 
the Government aré universal. SE ae aS 
No new wen received from Russia as to a low to Porsi 
ously avvaiting the return of Count Mouraviofl and 
when a definite reply is hoped for. 
3, owing to the reforms instituted by M. Naus, show @ largo 
year is expected to show eve ‘Phe 
rectipte from the provinees however anv far fom saisietory owing to the reealitranee 
Thave, & 
(In the absence of Sir M, Durand), 
(Signed) ORCI SPRING-RIGH, 





No. 177. 


Sir M. Durand 0 the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 11.) 


(No. 113.) 


My Lori 1 
r Tehran, November 1 . 
Lae eae Tehran, November 14, 1899. 


: summoned M. Naus, a 
Belgian Cus itorabstorevreaniaatnecuianstenien 
present ued to employ him, although to a limited ext 
‘aller district in his hands, ‘Tho 

yesterday that the Customs receipts for the first nine months of this yea 
already’ exceeded by'S0,000% the total reesipts for last yuan, ‘hese emul Gene 
solely due tothe measures which had been taken to prevent the leakage which had 
hitherto been the rule, He intended, he said, next year, to reorganize the services 
for the Caspian provinces and for South Persia, ‘The system he followed was to 
employ Europeans of official experience whom he could trust, and to whom he could 
hold out the hope of advancement in a regular service, 
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He said he intended to follow the example of Sir Robert Hart 
hoped soon to have a trained body of trustworthy officials under him. He said he 
would like to employ Parsees from’ Bombay for service on the Persian Gulf, and was 
anxious for information as to whether he could obtain trustworthy and known men 
for employment in the Persian Customs service. 

His present design is, if possible, to bring order and regularity into the 
Customs service of Persia along the whole of the border, leaving for the present the 
revenues to be raised by the farming system, over which, however, he exercises 
already a considerable degree of control. 

Thave, &e. 
(In the absence of Sir H. M. Durand), 
(Signed) CECI, SPRING-RICE. 





No. 178, 
Sir M. Durand (o the Marquess of Salishury—(Received December 11.) 


(No. 114.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, November 14, 1899. 

TN Compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s telegram 
No. 19 of the 8th July, I have communicated to the Persian Government a draft 
Agreement for the extension of the Indo-European telegraph line from Ispahan or 
Kashan to Kerman, and thence to the Beluch frontie 

Before the formal communication of the proposal, Colonel Picot called on the 
Moukbhir-ed-Dowleh, th Polegraphs, and informed hin of the project 
Mis Excellency express atisfaetion, and said that the Shah had intended for 
some time to order the construction of a line fom Kerman to Birjand, and another 

rom the north with Meshed and Seistan from the south. 
se projects had fallen through for want of money. He thought the new scheme 
would mect with « favourable reception 

A draft Agreement was then communicated to the Sadr-Az His Highness 
expressed himself in much the same terms as the M ‘telegraphs, and 
promised lis cordial support, He said, however, that he would like to see 
previous Agreement (of 1878), which had heen lost in the Persian Foreign Of 
A copy was accordingly communicated to him, 

Tn a subsequent inte is Highnoss stated that the draft Agreement had 
been submitted to the Shah, who had refased his consent on the ground of the 
Aisturbed state of the district through which it was proposed to carry the line, and 
his foar of the repetition of the Graves incident, I have the honour to inclose here 
With a Meniorandum recording his language, At the close of the interview hi 
Nighness urged that a new proposal should be made supported by such arguments 
ag would enab) ince the Shaly, whons he deserihed as # impetuous,” 

With regard to n possible alternative, it may be of interes te that G 
Schindle ho knows the country well, des: cs from Bam sox 
to the plain in which Bunder Abbas is situated as suit telegraph line, and, 
ay presenting no great difficulty, The line would pass some 30 miles to the east of 
that port ((0 which a branch line might be constructed), and along the coast to 

ask, where it would join the land line to India, ‘The ‘Shah's objection 
wwecurity would apply to no part of this route to a greater degree than to e 
ines. 

T have informed your Lordship of the above in my telegram of this day's 
date. 

Thave, &e. 
(in the absence of Sir HM. Durand), 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 
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Inclosure in No, 178. 
Memorandum of Conversation with the Sadr-Azam, November 14, 1899. 


WE asked the Sadr Azam whether he could give any information on the 
subject of the proposed extension of the telegraph line from Tspahan to the Reluch 
frontier. 

_ He said thar the Shah had given the proposal his careful consideration. His 
Majesty had long wished to construct a telegraph line from Kerman to Charbur, but 
the scheme had collapsed for want of funds, He had said in Council that the 
English wire could be laid on the posts of the Persian telegraph line, but the Sadr- 
Azam had explained that such a system would not meet the requirements of the 
English line, His Majesty had_ finally declared that he conld not grant the conces- 
sion asked for in view of the disturbed state of the district through which the line 
would pass, and the danger of the repetition of such incidents as the murder of 
Mr. Graves. We pointed out that the Graves inurder was an isolated case; that 
experience had shown that the telegraph liad always acted in Persia ay a civilizing 
influence; that this had been the view of the Shah's father, who welcomed the con: 
struction of a telegraph line as the forerunner of law and order, We added, 
however, that we did not in the least wish to argne the question, but would at once 
telegraph to the Foreign Office to inform Lord Salisbury that the Shah could not 


y's reasons, 
and added, "I hope that Lord 8: 's answer will provide me with something to 
say to the Shah in order to convince His Majesty, He is impulsive. I hope I shall 
he able to change his mind,” ' 





No. 179. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received December 11.) 


(No. 115.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, Novernbor 14, 1809. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a Memorandum which I have. rev 
from Lieutenant-Colone! Picot concerning events which have occurred in Persia during, 
the last month, 

Thave, &e. 
(In the absence of Her Majesty's Minister), 
(Signed) CROIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnelosure in No, 179. 
Monthly Summary, from Ociolier 16 to November 16, 1899, 


‘THE Russian Minister in Tohran has received the exequatur for the newly: 
appointed Russian Consul to Sefstan, bat it docs not appear that this official has yet 
left to join his post. In view of the presence of foreign officials in Seistan, the 
Persian Government has found it desirable to appoint a Foreign Office Agent to 
that place. 

News from Herat states that the Amir is 1 
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‘Acting Consul-General, in a series of three articles appearing in the “*Askabad,” 
entitled railways in Persia and the future development of the Central Asian Railways: 

“Engineer Veldt, who is believed to be connected with the Russian Ministry of 
War, leserihes the routes by which it would be possible to connect the Central Asia 
Railways with Meshed, In lis opinion there are four, namely— 

“(q,) From Askabad a line would pass through the Kalta Chinar defile of the 
Elburz Mountains, and would be 260 versts in length. ‘The difficulty and cost of 
construction would, however, be great 

«(b,) From Dushak a line would cross the Kelat Plateau, the ascent to which is 
steep, and it would only be huilt with wreat trouble and expense. Its length would be 
125 to 150 vers 

¥(o,) From, \d «line Would run parallel with the Tejend River to Sarakls, with 
the Harirud from Sarakdis to Pule-Kivtin, and with the Keshefsrud from thence to 
Meshed, ‘The line would pass through a flat country, would be 280 to 290 versts in 
length and could he ensily and cheaply built, 

«(d,) From the Mirgha (Kushk) River a ine could be built from Kushk or 
Chamanci-bid to Meshed vik Zulticar, Its length would he 250 versts, the cost of 
construction would vot be great, and no engineering difficulties are ‘likely to be 
met with.” 

A report from Surakhs states that a party of nine engineers had left for Shaik 
Junaid or Kushk, It is possible, therefore, that surveys of the third and fourth routes 
indicated by Mr. Veldt are actually being undertaken, Engineer Veldt, with a view 
doubtless to showing that.a railway connecting the Central Asia Railway with Meshed 
would be likely to be i paying concern, quotes some recently published statistics of 
‘Trans-Caspinn trade ssith Persia, From’ these statisties it appears that the imports to 
‘Trous-Cospia from Persia have risen from 1,870,000 rupees in. 1887-88 to 9,664,000 
rupees) frany ransCaspin to Persia from 1,162,000 rupees to 6,160,000 rupees. From 
the appearance of those articles, each Which has to be passed by the censor, 
thicy may be taken to rellect the opinion of official circles in ‘Trans-Caspin and 
‘Turkestan 

‘Phe “Askabud of the 12th October states that itis informed from St, Petersburgh 
that the Division of State Ruilvays is orzantzing partis of engineers for work on 
surveys jn Persia, 204,000 rupees finve been assigned for these surveys, together with 
fan widitional special grant of 20,000 mpeos for the exeention of a preliminary survey 
from lxpahany to Bundays \bI Mtogethor five parties will be engaged, and the 
surveys aire timed to he completed by the 1st October, 1900 Surveys will he exeented 
fn thive direction 

1, Noraline vid Hrivan to the Arax, thence (a) vit Julta to Tabriz, (b) vid Khoi to 
Lake Uruiniati, 

Vrom the Trans-Caucasion Railway along the western shore of the Caspian by 

Astury anil Lenkorin, 

station of Erlakh on the ‘Trans-Caueas way to Tabriz 

ide b hy Mr. Spring-tice and Colonel 
od by Russian ¢ orth and NorthWest Persia, 
and tlie dificulty of a activity’ in view of the renewal of the Railway 
Conventions with Russia for another period of five years, the Sadr-Azam said that there 
or sowe misapprehension on the subjest of the Railway Convention, No reneral had 
tuken lice, and the Convention would expire in thirteen months. Personally, he said 


that he knew nothing of Russian ainis or objeets in togard to railways in Persia, but he 


thonglit they would stre ose any schemes for railway enterprise in Persia by 
other Powers, ‘tl laration of the allreAeae is difficult to reconcile with the 
Known fiots, as he himsell’ gave authority in writing to Reuter’ agent in Tehran to wire 
to Reuter that the Railway had heen renewed for five years. 

‘The Meshed diaries note that Rassiay officials, engineers and others, are paying 
considerable attention to the Chief of Rujnued, with what special object is not 
mentioned. 

akan. —Sit M. Durand left Ispahan on the 1th October, and arrived on the 
Karun onthe Gth November, having met with a very cordial reception from the 
assembled Bakhtiari Chiets. He vas to have been joined at Ahwaz by the Resident, 
Bushire, who is making: his first visit to the Karun, 

Karua,—The prohibition against the esport of cereals still eoutinues, 

Bushive—On necount of an outbreak of cholera in epidemic form near Museat, ten 
days’ «quarantine has been imposed at all Gulf ports against arrivals from Muscat. 
Cholera appears to be obtaining a firm hold at the head of the Gulf, eases having been 
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reported from Muscat, Bussorah, and Mohammerah, whilst news from Persian sources 
saeuiet an epidemic, supposed to be cholera, has now appeared a short distance south 
of Ahwai 

fi Small seizures of arms are occasionally reported from Bushire, but no recent infor 
mation is to hand of the present state of the arms traffic in the Gulf. 
____ The Persian Government still eontinue to show the greatest suspicion of ‘Turkish 
interference in the Quarantine Regulations of the Gulf, and it seems probable that the 
will continue to oppose the establishment of a Quarantine station at Hormuz, ‘The 
Persian Government are now speaking of Old Jusk, a short distance west of Jusk, as @ 
more suitable position, both for mecting the requirements of the Gulf traffic and on 
account of the abundance of water and easy means of isolition, 

Tehran.—M. Nauis, the Belgian Administrator of the Customs in Persia, states that 
the reeoipts of the customs for the first nine months of this year alread: 


___ Kurdiston—The provitice of Soujboulak has been very unsettled of late, owing to 
discontent among certain of the Kurdish tribes. ‘The Persian. Government. have: heen 
obliged to recall the Governor, and are replacing him by the Mozulfor-el-Mulk, who is 
generally believed to be a capable and strong man, 
Alserbaijan—Efforts are, it is said, being mad 

to proselytize the Armenian communi that district, heen 
so bully treated by the Persians and Kurds for inany years, that this sew tnission to the 
Armenians may possibly meet with some success, “'The Russian Consul-General at 
Tabreez, who has been travelling in Uruniah and Salmias, informed the recent Nese 
torian converts that they would not be protected by’ the Russian Government, 
Mr. Wood, Her Majesty's Consul-Ceneral at Tabreez, secus to think this view of the 
relation of the converts ty the Russian Government way be moditied later on, 

_ Tehran —The situation remains unchanged in Tehran, Bread is searce and high 
riced, aud the Government suffers in public estimation from the want of funds, 
fothing further has been heard of the joint British and Tussian Loan to Persia, Hin 
Imperial Majesty die Shah refuses to sanction the extension of [. B, ‘Telegraph 
Department line towards the Beluch fronticr, vid Kerman and Bampur, owing to 
the diffiealty of protecting the line and its employés. He does not appear to have the 
same objection to w line running from Bam or Kerman to Jask, It will be possible to 
‘open negotiations on this or a similar basis, 

(Signed) HL. PICO, Liewenaut-Colonet, 
Military Altaché. 





No, 180, 
Sit M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receivei! December 16.) 


(No, 17.) 
(Telegraphic) Thru, December U6, 1809. 
THE Sadt-i-Azam, in the course of « recent interview with the Manager of the 
imperial Bank, stated that the position of the conntry was desperate, and that, the 
Persion Government would have to repudiate its liabilities and acoept any possible 
means of relief, whatever the consequences of such ction might be, uuiless assistance 
were soon gi He also complained that the joint loan was being opposed i 
St. Petersburgh by Mr. Hardinge, which he said Was only another instance of the 
difficulties which Englaud was always making. ‘The following day Mr. Spring-Hice, 
aceampanied by Colonel Picot, ealléd upon his Highness, and assured hitn that, ax 
regards Mr, Hardinge’s attitude, his information was ineorract. "The Sadr-i-Azam thou 
went on to inquire whether it was « fact that the Legation was in possession of a docu 





164 


‘ment signed by the late Minister for Foreign Affairs, under which the Persian Govern- 
ment had bound itself not to give, as a guuantee for aluan, to any foreign Power, the 
control of the customs of the Persian Gulf, To this the answer was given that the 
document was in existence, ond a copy of it was handed to his Highness, why seemed 
to be much concerned on the subject. 





No. 181. 
Sir ©, Scott (0 the Marquess of Salisbury.—( Received December 18.) 


(No, 368.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, December 14. 1899. 

COUNT MOURAVIGEP said to me yesterday that he was aware that Her 
Majesty's Government had received from their Agents in Persia very positive reports 
of alleged Russian railway projects in that country, and in particular of the presence 
of a Russian surveying party at Tabreer, 

Ho liad alrendy assured Mr, Hardinge that the Russian Government had no such 
projects whatever, and he had been sineo at pains to discover what could have given 
‘ogeasion to the reports in question. 

He lind ascortained that they probably originated from the following facts:— 

‘Nhe Russian line Kars to Brivan is to be continued to the Persian front 
itis only natural to conclude that at some distant futare day Persia may be opened up 
hy railways, the projectors of the line on Russian territory had obviously to ascortain 
to which point of the frontier it would be most protitable to continue it, and for thi 

urpose the Png 0 ascertain. by survey to what point a Russian line, 
ifach wone \ woul bo likely to be directed on the Persian siile, 

Mhis was the simple truth, he said, and he repeated that no extension of the 
Russian line across the frontier was in’ contemplation, nor any other projects for 
railways outside of Russinn tor 

T have, &o, 
(Sinead) CHARLES 8, SCOTT. 





No, 182, 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 

(No, 6.) 
(legraphie,) Foreign Office, December 19, 1890. 

WITH reforence to yonr telegrams Nos. 88 and 87 of the Lith and 2tth ultimo, 
the routo suggested for x telegraph line from the Persian frontier to Quettal has been 
found on axaminntion to offer groat difficulties, Under these circumstances, the 

ms of th Persian Government to a line throuzh Heluchistan woull be met to 

‘a certain extent hy only asking their consent now to the construction of the line vid 
Kerman to Bampitr, while any further proposals as regards the route be 
‘would he reserved until after fuller examination, Do you think you can obtain the 
consent of the Persian Government thus fir? 





No. 183. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand, 


Foreign Office, December 22, 1899. 
HAVE received your despatch No. 110 of the 14th ultimo inclosing the recont 
conversation between the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Colonel Picot 

on the subject of the Armenian population of Azerbaijan. 
which was held to the Mushir-ud-Dowleh at this 


SALISBURY. 
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No. 184, 
Tadia Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 28.) 


sin India Office, December 28, 1899, 
IN continuation of the telegrams marginally noted,* of which copies were sent to 
you on the 18th instant, Eam directed by the Seoretary of State for Tndia to transinit 
‘a copy of a telegram dated the 24th December, 1899, received from the Viceroy on the 
subject of movement of Turkish troops towards Dthali in the Amiri country. 
The position in which the question of British relations with the Amiri country 
rests, appears to be as follows:—As stated by Sir Julian Pauncefote in his letter dated 
the 19th November, 1887, when the conclusion of certain Protectorate Agreements 
with tribes near Aden was discussed, it was suggested that diplomatic pressure on the 
Porte in respect of the Amiri should be relaxed, and that tho tribes’ hamlets on the 
uplands should be left to gradual absorption by the ‘Turks—the Chief, and perhaps his 
sou, being allowed to retain a pension, But it was added that this measure should be 
deferred until an agreement ean be come to with the Porte for the recognition of the 
territorial limits of the tribes under British protection. ‘The Protectorate Agreements 
with the inland tribes other than the Amiris were in due course concluded, The 
correspondence relative to the ni ret Ageeomonts with the Subaihi, 
Fadthli krabi Foreign Oflice in Sir A, Godley’s lettor 
which further local information was 
Alawi, and Lower Yafi tribes were 
concluded and reported to the Foreign Office in letters dated the 21st November, 1805, 
With the Abdali matters were already settled on a sufficiently secure basis by the 
Treaty of 1849, read with that of the 6th Pebraary, 1882 
regard the Amiri country it has been. found impossible to arrive ata eloar under. 
standing with the Porte as to the boundaries of Dthali, The Amiri tribe inhabit w 
vwell-watered country on the high road to Sanna, about 40 miles eust of Taiz, and their 
Chiefs aresaid to be descended from the half-easte slaves of the Imams, ‘The ‘Turks 
and they have inter- 
me the Chief is under 


For this he receives an annual sti 
uded in the Aden Protectorate. 


F have, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


Tnclosure in No. 184. 


‘The Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic. ) December 24, 1899). 
YOUR telegram of 16th December: Dthali. 
T have referred to Bombay, who report tlat Turkish troops were expected on the 
frontier on 16th December, sind that Amiri Ameer has asked for Protectorate Treaty. 


Tadin, Devember 16, 1899. 
aU, 
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Resident strongly recommends compliance in interests of caravan route, and to render 
feasible acquisition of a sanitarium for Ade 

‘urkish Governor-General he can. stop 

There seems to be no harm in adoptin ‘ich might be. 

representations to Turkish Government of our interests in Amiri count, 

‘of Protectorate might depend upon answer returned, and upon further i 

which we are not yet in possession, but for which I have asked, 





No, 185. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 29.) 


TN continuation of this Office letter of yesterday's dato, the Under-Seoretary of 
State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Afuirs, and, thy direction of Lord George Hamilton, forvands herewith, for the informa: 
tion of the Seevetary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy dated the 28th 
December, rygarding Turkish aggression in Dihali. 

India Office, December 29, 1899, 


Inclosure in No. 155, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Relegraphic.) December 28, 1899, 


INFORMATION from Bombay shows that we haye sufficient grounds for 
representation to ‘Turkey, in a notification of the independence of Amiri tribes which 


was made to the Porte by Lord Granville in Sir H. Elliot's despatch of the 13th May, 
1878, xind which tas nevor since beon withdrawn. Resident at Aden declared in May. 


1896 it was further noted by home authoritie terference would be brooked 
with the nine tribes, including the Amiri, We had no record of this. 

has "Ireaty relations with and is subsidized by us (vide Aitchison, vol. xi, No, 68). He 
is stated to have successfully arrested absorption by Turkey of Amiri villages; and 
Resident at Aden appears in recent years to have frequently addressed Turkish 
Governor-General, without protest, in terms implying direct’ British interests in 
independence of Amiri tribes [ 2} Resident now recommends declaration of pro- 
tectorate, on ground that Amir has asked for it, that we are bound by our declaration 
to resist annexation by ‘Turkey, which would inyolve serious loss of British prestige ; 
and that country is valuable because of important caravan routes and sanitarin 
On the other hand, Protectorate might involve dispute with Turkey regarding Ai 
boundaries. Her Majesty's Government are ina hetter position than ourselves to 
estimate importance of this factor. I incline to repeat advice given in my telegram of 
the 24th December. 





No, 186. 


Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Satisbury—(leceived December 29.) 


(No. 99.) 

‘Telographie.) B. Tehran, December 29, 1899, 
I’ appears that the Shut has lecided to visit Europe in three months’ time, and in 

ctticial circles thore is evidently a confident feeling that the necessary money will soon 

bo obtained. Tam, however, confidentially informed by His Majesty's medical adviser, 

Dr. Adcock, that the Shab is suffering from an affection of the heart and is dangerously 

ill, “Dr, Adcock warned me to be prepared for His Majesty's death, which might ocour 
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at auy moment, and stated that his opinion was that: it was more likely than not that, 
the Sisk would bo dead before the tam (or We'taropean tour arrives’ ‘Dra doode wil 
get into serious difficulty if anything on the subject transpires, so that this information 
should be kept strictly secret. Unless I receive instructions to the contrary, L 
propose, in the event of His Majesty’s sudden death, to act as far as possible on the 
sume lines as on the occasion of the death of the late Nasreddin Shah. ‘The Valiahd, 
who is living at Tabreez, is the natural successor. T do not know whether it is, in your 
Lordship's opinion, desirable or possible to concert. previously with the Russian Govern- 
ment a8 to the measures to be taken, as capital might be made by them with the 
Persian Government out of any communication on our part. No mention whatever 
should, in any case, be made of” Dr, Adcock’s information, 





